
 

SOUTH WAIRARAPA DISTRICT COUNCIL  

26 JUNE 2013 
   
 

AGENDA ITEM C2 
 

REQUEST FOR RURAL WATER AND SEWER 
CONNECTION  
   
 

Purpose of Report 
To inform Councillors of three requests from rural ratepayers to connect to 
the Greytown and Martinborough Water and Sewer Supply. 

Recommendations 
Officers recommend that the Council: 

1. Receive the information.  

2. Approve the request for a water connection to the following 
properties, noting this is at variance to current water supply policy, 
but that it is granted under special circumstances as the resource 
consent includes access to water supply. 

- 75 Reading Street, Greytown 

- 151 Dublin Street, Martinborough 

3. Approve sewer connection: 

 - Regent Street, Martinborough 

1. Executive Summary 

75 Reading Street, Greytown – the owner built on this section in 2008. The 
consent required the section to be provided with pumping chambers to 
pump the wastewater to the existing or proposed sewer mains.  The sewer 
connections from the mains to the boundary were to be completed at 
subdivision stage.    

The consent notice predates subsequent servicing policy later developed for 
the servicing of rural property with sewer and water. 

The same consent notice did not make water servicing a requirement but 
stated that if town water was to be connected it would be restricted in 
nature and should be supplemented by roof water collection. 

Property owner is already paying full service charges for water and sewer.  
A change over to an on demand supply would be straight forward. 



151 Dublin Street, Martinborough – this property is currently equipped with 
rain water collection system with a capacity of 50,000 litres. 

The consent outlined that the provision be made for a potable water supply 
that meets as a minimum the New Zealand Drinking Water Standards 1985. 

A prior request to connect to the main water supply dated 1 March 2005, 
noted ‘the subdivision application which created the section acknowledged 
Council’s position that no new town water supply connection would be 
available to this rural subdivision because of lack of pressure and problems 
to meet the requirements of NZ Fire Code of Service.’  The recent water 
supply upgrade has resulted in an improved service to this location. 

This consent notice also predates subsequent servicing policy later 
developed for the servicing of rural property with sewer and water. 

The property is capable of being connected to the water supply but does not 
pay the serviceable charge therefore capital contribution is payable, also of 
note both properties on either side are connected to the town supply and 
are paying full service charges for water.    

Regent Street, Martinborough (sewer connection) – Earlier subdivision 
looked at providing sewer in the locality but a connection was not able to be 
provided for LOT2.  Subsequent sewer extension from Esther Street has 
made it possible for LOT2 to connect to the sewer system. 

The applicants are paying serviceable sewer charges in their rates therefore 
no capital contribution applies. 

This type of connection is still current practice where connections are 
permitted in the rural fringes, however such a connection will only be 
allowed at Council’s discretion i.e. where special circumstances apply. 

Council has expressed the wish to review the current policy regarding rural 
servicing and this is yet to be defined. 

2. Background 

The current policy applies: 

EXTRACT: 

3.2.1 Urban boundaries are those defined in the District Plan Maps.  
 
3.2.2 In urban areas, new water supply connections are 20mm nominal 

diameter (internal). Financial contributions set by the Council year to 
year referred to in 3.1.8 above are for standard 20mm connections. 
For bigger diameter connections if and where permitted shall be on 
pro-rata bases, e.g. for 32mm diameter pipe connection, financial 
contributions will be 2.56 times that of 20mm diameter connection 
financial contributions.  



3.3 RURAL AREAS 
 

3.3.1 Rural areas are those areas outside the urban boundaries defined in 
item 3.2.1 above. Any rural areas included in the urban zone as a 
result of further District Plan changes will remain classified as rural 
areas for water supply connection financial contributions purposes.   
Except for rural properties for which council has already committed to 
provide water supply connections, no other new connections shall be 
provided to any rural property.   

 
3.3.2 New water supply connections are for domestic use only, and to meet 

that demand, supply  is limited to 1500 litres per twenty-four 
hours. To supplement town water supply, applicants are required to 
provide a conventional roof water collection system.   Storage of 
water from town water supply is limited to 5m3. As explained in 
clause 3.3.1 above, except for rural properties for which Council has 
already committed to provide water supply connection, no new 
connections shall be provided to any rural property. 

 
3.3.3 Applicants may use a 20-mm connection pipe from the mains and 

provide a Council approved flow control system to regulate the flow 
to the extent mentioned above. Details of town supply flow control 
and roof water collection is available from the Manager Works and 
Services on request.  As explained in clause 3.3.1 above, except for 
rural properties for which Council has already committed to provide 
water supply connection, no new connections shall be provided to any 
rural property.    

 
Despite clauses 3.3.1 to 3.3.3 above, Council may provide a 
new connection of any specification to a rural property 
provided that the connection is for a Council deemed 
significant commercial use and it promotes the social, 
economic, environmental and/or cultural well-being of the 
community.   Any connection provided under this clause will 
be at Council’s absolute discretion.   For the avoidance of 
doubt, no connection will be provided under this clause for 
any agricultural use or a residential subdivision. 
 

This applies to the wastewater service as well in the rural area. 

3. Discussion 

3.1 Options 
Council may be able to re -consider this type of request in the future if and 
as policy changes allow. 

A new policy would define a particular area of benefit recognising that a 
number of rural properties were permitted in the past to connect to urban 
services and that in some locations across the three communities the 
urban/rural interface has changed. 

In terms of the current policy there is little option available but to approve 
the request for these services. 



3.2 Consultation  
Not relevant 

3.3 Legal  
Not relevant 

3.4 Financial Considerations 
Not applicable 

4. Supporting Information 

4.1 LTP/Annual Plan  
No direct reference made to the LTP 

4.2 Existing Policy 
        As above  

5. Appendices 

Appendix 1 - Letter of application from S & J Higgins dated 16 May 2013 
(75 Reading Street, Greytown) 

Appendix 2 – Subdivision consent notice dated 30 June 2004 
(75 Reading Street, Greytown) 

Appendix 3 – Letter of application from D Vaughan dated 26 April 2013 
(151 Dublin Street, Martinborough) 

Appendix 4 – Prior decision for application for water supply connection 
dated 1 March 2005 (151 Dublin Street, Martinborough) 

Appendix 5 – Subdivision consent notice dated 25 June 2001 
(151 Dublin Street, Martinborough) 

Appendix 6 – Water and/or Sewer Reticulation Connection Application 
(Regent Street, Martinborough) 

Appendix 7 – Title plan dated 3 August 1990 
(Regent Street, Martinborough) 

 

 

Contact Officer: Jean-Paul Irwin, Utilities Manager, Infrastructure Services  
Reviewed By: Mark Allingham, Group Manager, Infrastructure Services  



Appendix 1 - Letter of 
application from S & J 
Higgins dated 16 May 2013 
(75 Reading Street, 
Greytown) 





 

Appendix 2 – Subdivision 
consent notice dated 30 
June 2004 
(75 Reading Street, 
Greytown) 











Appendix 3 – Letter of 
application from D Vaughan 
dated 26 April 2013 
(151 Dublin Street, 
Martinborough) 





Appendix 4 – Prior decision 
for application for water 
supply connection dated 1 
March 2005 (151 Dublin 
Street, Martinborough) 





Appendix 5 – Subdivision 
consent notice dated 25 
June 2001 
(151 Dublin Street, 
Martinborough) 











Appendix 6 – Water and/or 
Sewer Reticulation 
Connection Application 
(Regent Street, 
Martinborough) 





Appendix 7 – Title plan 
dated 3 August 1990 
(Regent Street, 
Martinborough) 
 




