
SOUTH WAIRARAPA DISTRICT COUNCIL  

20 FEBRUARY 2013 
   
 

AGENDA ITEM C7 
 

MOROA AND LONGWOOD WATER RACES 
   
 

Purpose of Report 
To advise Councillors of current developments in regard of water races, 
likely future practices and limitations around existing systems. 

Recommendations 
Officers recommend that the Council: 

1. Receive the information. 

2. Council note the impacts that Fonterra requirements may impose on 
water race users and approve officer’s actions aimed at acquiring an 
extension of time. 

3. That no additional use of water races beyond what is prescribed in 
current consents be considered until the new Bylaw is finalized. 

4. That consideration is given to a more equitable rating mechanism for 
water race users through the Annual Plan process. 

1. Executive Summary  

Background independent reporting was sought to establish additional uses 
that may be able to be made of the existing water race systems. 

This followed a request from a ratepayer who wishes to use the Moroa 
system as a conduit for additional water required for a land irrigation 
scheme and the Council’s subsequent wish to review all issues associated 
with the water race service. 

Key points reported include: 

• Using the current resource consents as a reference point, both the 
Longwood and Moroa systems usage is for non-potable domestic and 
stock watering.  The Moroa approval only in two tailrace locations (Dock 
Creek and Otakura Stream) refer to an approved and presumably 
existing irrigation practice at the time the consents were renewed in 
2005.  It is not known whether or not this practice is ongoing. 

• For both water race approvals, there is no mention of any other usage 
than above. 



• Other potential uses include domestic (non commercial) with treatment 
for potable use, rural firefighting protection, water harvesting and 
irrigation. 

 
• Constraints around these potential usages particularly an irrigation take 

over and above the water race take volume, include insufficient channel 
capacity and bank erosion potential at various locations within both 
networks.  

 
• There is the prospect that the Wairarapa Water Use project may wish to 

use some of existing allocation or part of the existing network in the 
future 

 
The approved consents are clear that any usage outside of the approved 
usage and not described in the consent application will require a change of 
use consent application. 
 
Separately the issue of fencing off water races to meet Fonterra 
environmental policy requirements is a matter that Council will need to give 
consideration.  

2. Background 

2.1 The existing Moroa and Longwood Water Race Bylaw and Code of 
Practice are under review.  It is desirable that both networks be 
administered under one set of rules via one Bylaw and one Code of 
Practice for ease of management and maintenance. 

2.2 In addition there may be merit in reviewing the rating charge across 
both networks enabling Council to manage owner maintenance issues 
more effectively. Presently the Longwood rating charge (based on 
land value) is nearly three and one half times that of the Moroa rate 
charge and there is significant resistance from Longwood users 
toward self system maintenance. 

2.3 Within the Moroa system in the Greytown urban area, there is a 
variety of local opinion as to the reason for and the future of the 
water race channels. Any new bylaw therefore must be clear as to the 
intent and future of the systems in the urban area.  

2.4 Advised separately recently, water race usage from a perception and 
environmental aspect on rural dairying land is under scrutiny from 
Fonterra. They seek to have water races fenced off as a condition of 
supply and it is intended that all suppliers have water races fenced off 
by December 31 2013 as a condition of supply. 

Officers from the three Councils have met with water race user 
representatives and Fonterra officials to consider this requirement and 
how it might impact upon water race users and future maintenance 
needs 

It was agreed that a joint submission on behalf of the three Councils be 
made to Fonterra requesting an extension of time allowing the Councils 
to undertake further investigation into the impacts of their policy upon 
water race users. 



3. Discussion 

3.1 Consultation 
Consultation will occur within the context of the making and adoption of a 
new bylaw and code of practice. It is anticipated that additional uses of the 
water race systems will 

Specific efforts and feedback will help establish the needs and requirements 
of the Greytown urban area. 

3.2 Financial Considerations 
Funding of water race management and operational costs can be considered 
further within current Council’s Annual Plan processes. 

4. Appendices 
Appendix 1 – Eastern Consulting Ltd.  Letter Report dated 22 November 
2012. 
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