
DISCLAIMER  1 
Until confirmed as a true and correct record, at a subsequent meeting, the minutes of this meeting should not be 
relied on as to their correctness 

 
  

Featherston Community Board 

Minutes 17 July 2012 

 
Present: Garry Thomas (Chair), Helen Barrow, Phil Robertson, Cr Solitaire 

Robertson and Cr Sexton. 

In attendance: Mark Allingham (Group Manager Infrastructure and Services), Suzanne 
Clark (Committee Secretary) and Colin Olds (Project Manager Messines 
Shelter). 

Conduct of 
Business: 

The meeting was held in the Family Works Centre, Featherston.  The 
meeting was conducted in public between 6:00pm and 7:30pm. 

Public 
Participation: 

Mark and Tracy Shepherd and Kelly Davis (Featherston Muay Thai). 

 
PUBLIC BUSINESS 
The Community Board agreed to bring forward the Messines Shelter agenda item to 
follow public participation as Mr Olds was attending the meeting to provide an 
update. 

1. APOLOGIES 

FCB RESOLVED (FCB 2012/32) to receive apologies from Lee Carter, Mayor 
Adrienne Staples and Dr Jack Dowds. 

(Moved P. Robertson/ Seconded Cr Sexton) Carried 

 

2. CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

No conflicts of interest were declared. 
 

3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

3.1 Mark and Tracey Shepherd  
Mr Shepherd spoke to the Community Board regarding a continuing 
noise problem which extended to their Waite Street property from 
Tarureka Estate.  They had documentation which showed instances of 
extended complaint response time and noted that readings taken from the 
road as opposed to the house gave readings which weren’t representative 
of the problem. 

 
3.2 Kelly Davis and Eseta Manesa Representing Featherston Muay Thai 

Ms Davis presented the Featherston Muay Thai request for financial 
assistance and outlined the fund raising they were doing. 
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DISCLAIMER  2 
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relied on as to their correctness 

4. ACTIONS FROM PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 

4.1 Mark and Tracey Shepherd  
The Group Manager Infrastructure and Services advised that all noise 
control complaints should be logged with Council directly or the 
Council after hours call centre.  Monitoring of compliance for a resource 
consent granted under the Resource Management Act was the 
responsibility of council officers. 

FCB NOTED: 

1. Action 411:  Check resource consent conditions of Tarureka Estate 
in Featherston to ensure they are being met and are appropriately 
set; G Bunny     

Call centre noise complaint records were currently being analysed to 
check contractor response times.  The noise control contract in place 
required an onsite response within an hour (unless high priority calls 
were being attended to).   

4.2 Featherston Muay Thai  
Discussed under agenda item ‘Financial Assistance’. 

 

5. MESSINES WAY SHELTER (item brought forward) 

Mr Olds provided an update to the Community Board on progress for erecting 
a shelter at the Featherston War Memorial site.  JNL were donating wood 
materials, Davis Sawmilling was donating weatherboarding, Gray Brothers 
was donating the concrete foundation, Jimmy Johnston Builders were donating 
their time at cost and the Featherston Heritage Museum  would prepare the 
ground for the concrete.  In addition the Featherston Lionesses had approved a 
$500 donation, and it was hoped the Featherston Lions would provide a 
similar amount.  With the original donation of $1500 from Chor Farmer, Mr 
Olds asked if the Community Board would consider funding the expected 
$1000 shortfall. 

FCB RESOLVED (FCB 2012/33): 

1. To provide financial assistance up to $1000 so the Messines Way 
Shelter can be completed.  If the shortfall was higher than $1000, 
then further funds could be granted at Community Board 
discretion. 

2. To recommend to Council to approve the building of a shelter at 
Messines Way. 

(Moved Barrow/ Seconded Robertson) Carried 

6. COMMUNITY BOARD MINUTES/EXPENDITURE 

6.1 Featherston Community Board Minutes – 6 June 2012 
FCB RESOLVED (FCB 2012/34) that the minutes of the Featherston 
Community Board meeting held on 6 June 2012 be confirmed as a true 
and correct record.  

(Moved Cr Robertson/ Seconded Barrow) Carried 

2



DISCLAIMER  3 
Until confirmed as a true and correct record, at a subsequent meeting, the minutes of this meeting should not be 
relied on as to their correctness 

6.2 Matters arising 
There were no matters arising. 

 

6.3 Action items from previous meeting 
The Community Board reviewed the action items and the Group 
Manager Infrastructure and Services advised that if there was room in 
the shed behind Anzac Hall it could be used for storage. 

Mr Allingham undertook to clarify which oak tree was recommended for 
removal. 

 
6.4 Income and Expenditure Statement 

FCB RESOLVED (FCB 2012/35): 

1. That the Income and Expenditure Statement to 31 May 2012 be 
received. 

(Moved Cr Robertson/Seconded Thomas) Carried 

 

7. OPERATIONAL REPORTS – COUNCIL OFFICERS: 

7.1 Officers’ Report to Community Boards 
FCB RESOLVED (FCB 2012/36): 

1. To receive the information.     

(Moved Cr S. Robertson/Seconded P. Robertson) Carried 
 

8. COMMUNITY BOARD/COUNCILLORS REPORTS 

Phil Robertson 
Mr Robertson expressed concern at the graffiti in Featherston.  The Group 
Manager Infrastructure and Services advised that Council were only able to 
remove graffiti if it was on Council property, but advised that graffiti removal 
kits were available to the public and could be sourced from the library.  

 
Garry Thomas 
Mr Thomas commented that the Wairarapa Times Age had published a good 
article on the Anzac Hall. 
 
Civil Defence 
A meeting for volunteers and Community Board members was scheduled for 
the 24 July 2012 in order to complete the community response plan. 

FCB NOTED:  

1. Action 412:  Ensure the new service contractors are asked to lock 
Featherston Domain gates (as used by rugby); M Allingham 
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9. FEATHERSTON CHRISTMAS PARADE 

Mr Thomas asked that members start to think about organisation of the 
Christmas parade.  
 

10. FEATHERSTON STREET FLAGS 

The Community Board agreed to discuss the provision of Christmas flags for 
Featherston at the October meeting. 
 

11. CORRESPONDENCE 

Mr Thomas tabled correspondence from Greater Wellington Regional Council 
(GWRC). 
11.1 Inwards 

From Victim Support to Featherston Community Board dated 12 June 
2012. 

From GWRC to Featherston Community Board dated 12 July 2012. 

FCB RESOLVED (FCB2012/37): 

1. To receive the inwards correspondence, including tabled 
correspondence. 

(Moved Thomas/Seconded P. Robertson) Carried 

 

12. FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

12.1 Muay Thai 
FCB RESOLVED (FCB 2012/38) to approve $500 be paid to 
Featherston Muay Thai provided that all other necessary funds to attend 
the event have been raised. 

(Moved Barrow/ Seconded Cr Sexton) Carried 
 
 
Confirmed as a true and correct record 
 
 
…………………………………………………..Chairperson 
 
 
…………………………………………………..Date 
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Featherston Community Board 
Action Items  
From 17 July 2012  
      

Ref 
# Meeting Date Action 

Type  
Responsible 

Manager Action or Task details Status Notes 

539 FCB 15-Mar-11 Action Garry Thomas  
Provide a written report to Officers on footpath 
development priority and identify any other 
areas where new footpaths should be placed 

Open   

1060 FCB 22-Nov-11 Action All 
The Community Board undertook to meet and 
clarify funding criteria on the grant application 
form 

Open Members to send Gary an email 
with suggested criteria changes. 

116 FCB 13-Mar-12 Action Cr Robertson 
Find out the status of Featherston Wi-Fi 
including the information centre domain not 
being connected 

Open   

218 FCB 1-May-12 Action Mark 

Arrange for an arborist to look at the monterey 
pines in the vicinity of the Featherston 
Skatepark to provide advice on trimming them 
for tree health and public safety 

Open 

10/7/12 Arborist report advised 
that the Monterey pines be 
trimmed and the oak be felled.  
Work will be scheduled in the 
12/13 financial year. Clarify 
which oak is to be felled and 
advise FCB. There is only 1 oak 
tree - pic attached 

302 FCB 5-Jun-12 Action Mark 
Trim and top the shelter belt hedge in Card 
Reserve (not that it should not be removed as it 
is a wind break) 

Open 

29.6.12. Officer to obtain a quote 
from John Cummings.  16.08.12  
work commencing  in about a 
month as Powerco will need to 
be advised. 

405 FCB 17-Jul-12 Resolution Paul 

FCB RESOLVED (FCB 2012/33): 
1. To provide financial assistance up to $1000 
so the Messines Shelter can be completed.  If 
the shortfall was higher than $1000, then 
further funds could be granted at Community 
Board discretion. 
2. To recommend to Council to approve the 
building of a shelter on the Featherston War 
Memorial Site. 
(Moved Barrow/ Seconded Robertson) Carried 

Open 

Council resolved “To approve the 
construction of a small, covered 
seating structure, in the 
Japanese Garden area of the 
Garden of Remembrance, SH2, 
Featherston, subject to a 
resource consent being granted 
and sign-off of the structure by 
the Manager of Infrastructure 
and Services.” 

410 FCB 17-Jul-12 Resolution Paul 

FCB RESOLVED (FCB 2012/38) to approve 
$500 be paid to Featherston Muay Thai 
provided that all other necessary funds to 
attend the event have been raised. 
(Moved Barrow/ Seconded Cr Sexton) Carried 

Open  Remains unpaid, funds still 
being accumulated by the club. 
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Featherston Community Board
Income & Expenditure to 30 June 2012

Jul-11 Aug-11 Sep-11 Oct-11 Nov-11 Dec-11 Jan-12 Feb-12 Mar-12 Apr-12 May-12 Jun-12
INCOME
Balance 1 July 2011 13,180.47        13,180.47        13,180.47        13,180.47        13,180.47        13,180.47        13,180.47        13,180.47        13,180.47        13,180.47        13,180.47        13,180.47        
Annual Plan 2011/12 20,930.00        20,930.00        20,930.00        20,930.00        20,930.00        20,930.00        20,930.00        20,930.00        20,930.00        20,930.00        20,930.00        20,930.00        
Tfer from FSTN book Sales 6,722.13          6,722.13          6,722.13          6,722.13          6,722.13          6,802.08          6,802.08          6,802.08          
Misc income FSTN promotional 300.00              300.00              300.00              300.00              300.00              300.00              300.00              300.00              
Funds for annual Xmas Parade 434.78              434.78              434.78              434.78              434.78              434.78              434.78              434.78              
Cross Creek Railway - Security Cameras 869.57              869.57              869.57              869.57              869.57              
The Lions Club of Fstn - Xmas Parade 217.39              217.39              217.39              217.39              
Donation x Mayoral fund 1,000.00          1,000.00          1,000.00          

TOTAL INCOME 34,110.47        34,110.47        34,110.47        34,110.47        41,567.38        41,567.38        41,567.38        42,436.95        42,654.34        43,734.29        43,734.29        43,734.29        

EXPENDITURE
Members'  Salaries 673.50              1,366.64          2,049.96          3,243.70          4,093.88          4,944.06          5,794.24          5,466.59          6,149.91          6,833.23          7,516.55          8,199.87          
Members' Expenses -                    -                    -                    -                    -                    -                    -                    -                    -                    -                    -                    -                    

Total Personnel Costs 673.50             1,366.64          2,049.96          3,243.70          4,093.88          4,944.06          5,794.24          5,466.59          6,149.91          6,833.23          7,516.55          8,199.87          

Printing.com - H Barrow business cards 102.50              102.50              102.50              102.50              102.50              102.50              102.50              102.50              102.50              102.50              102.50              102.50              
Petty Cash - Info Centre 40.09                40.09                140.09              140.09              140.09              140.09              214.79              293.31              346.81              346.81              346.81              346.81              
Telephone - Info Centre 79.97                159.30              239.16              239.16              239.16              398.57              477.82              477.82              556.32              634.77              713.77              792.28              
Wages - Info Centre Staff 1,235.52          2,260.44          2,990.52          2,822.04          2,822.04          2,822.04          2,822.04          2,822.04          2,822.04          2,822.04          
Sign Factory - Banner 600.00              600.00              600.00              600.00              600.00              600.00              600.00              600.00              600.00              
Wairarapa Times-age - Consultant FCB for RWC 182.40              182.40              182.40              182.40              182.40              182.40              182.40              182.40              182.40              
Dittmer Earthmovers - Campervan 3,500.00          3,500.00          3,500.00          3,500.00          3,500.00          3,500.00          3,500.00          3,500.00          3,500.00          
Featherston Phoenix 90.00                90.00                90.00                90.00                90.00                90.00                90.00                90.00                90.00                
Local Government - Community Board Levy 11/12 166.66              166.66              166.66              166.66              166.66              166.66              166.66              166.66              
Masterton Brass Band - Fstn Xmas Parade 200.00              200.00              200.00              200.00              200.00              200.00              200.00              
Petty Cash  - Fstn Xmas Parade 700.00              700.00              700.00              700.00              700.00              700.00              700.00              
Banner signage/xmas signs 606.88              606.88              606.88              606.88              606.88              606.88              606.88              
Robertson Sol - Fstn Xmas Parade expenses 360.80              360.80              360.80              360.80              360.80              360.80              
Safe Guard Alarm - CCTV System Fstn 3,500.00          3,500.00          3,500.00          3,500.00          

Total General Expenses 222.56             301.89             1,717.27          7,114.59          8,011.33          9,509.14          10,023.89       10,102.41       13,734.41       13,812.86       13,891.86       13,970.37       

Featherston Community Centre 130.43              130.43              130.43              130.43              130.43              130.43              130.43              130.43              130.43              
Featherston Community Patrol 500.00              500.00              500.00              500.00              500.00              500.00              500.00              500.00              500.00              
NZ Council of Victim Support 500.00              500.00              500.00              500.00              
Wairarapa Maths 200.00              200.00              

Total Grants -                    -                    -                    630.43             630.43             630.43             630.43             630.43             1,130.43          1,130.43          1,330.43          1,330.43          

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 896.06              1,668.53          3,767.23          10,988.72        12,735.64        15,083.63        16,448.56        16,199.43        21,014.75        21,776.52        22,738.84        23,500.67        

ACTUAL NET SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) YEAR TO DATE 33,887.91        32,441.94        30,343.24        23,121.75        28,831.74        26,483.75        25,118.82        26,237.52        21,639.59        21,957.77        20,995.45        20,233.62        

LESS: COMMITMENTS
Salaries to 30 June 2012 9,890.50          9,197.36          8,514.04          7,320.30          6,470.12          5,619.94          4,769.76          5,079.41          4,414.09          3,730.77          3,047.45          2,364.13          
Emergency Fund 2,000.00          2,000.00          2,000.00          2,000.00          2,000.00          2,000.00          2,000.00          2,000.00          2,000.00          2,000.00          2,000.00          2,000.00          
Information Centre domain name etc 1,000.00          1,000.00          1,000.00          1,000.00          1,000.00          1,000.00          1,000.00          1,000.00          1,000.00          1,000.00          1,000.00          1,000.00          
Community Centre - Clean Up Featherston Day 150.00              
2011 Christmas Parade 1,500.00          1,500.00          1,500.00          1,500.00          
Chor Farmer Donation for Garden of rememberance 1,500.00          1,500.00          1,500.00          1,500.00          1,500.00          1,500.00          1,500.00          1,500.00          
Community Board Conference 800.00              800.00              800.00              
Total Commitments 12,890.50       12,197.36       13,164.04       11,820.30       12,470.12       11,619.94       9,269.76          9,579.41          8,914.09          9,030.77          8,347.45          7,664.13          

BALANCE TO CARRY FORWARD 20,323.91   20,244.58   17,179.20   11,301.45   16,361.62   14,863.81   15,849.06   16,658.11   12,725.50   12,927.00   12,648.00   12,569.49    

6



 

FEATHERSTON COMMUNITY BOARD 

28 AUGUST 2012 
   
 

AGENDA ITEM 6.1 
 

OFFICERS’ REPORT 
   
 

Purpose of Report 
To update Community Boards and the Maori Standing Committee on the 
Corporate Support Group, Planning and Environment and Infrastructure and 
Services activities. 

Recommendations 
Officers recommend that the Board/Committee: 

1. Receive the information.  

CORPORATE SUPPORT GROUP 

1. Executive Summary  

The Long Term Plan (LTP) was adopted on 27 June, with the final audit 
process completed that week. Letters have been sent to submitters 
acknowledging their submission and outlining the decisions made. 

The NCS software implementation has commenced and is going to plan. A 
significant amount of work has gone in to the “data conversion phase. 
Training continues and everyone is coming to grips with the new, quite 
different, system. 

The archiving project is nearing completion with Phase 2 drawing to a close. 
Once this is complete the archives policy will be completed to ensure 
material is stored in the correct manner. 

A renegotiated photocopier fleet lease covering 6 machines has been 
negotiated which will give good savings with slightly better equipment, and 
an aligned termination date. 

Now that most of the hurdles allowing participation in the Local Government 
Funding Scheme have been passed, the mechanics of actually using this 
scheme will be investigated. I attended a meeting on 31 July to ascertain 
the next steps. 

Insurance renewals have been retained at similar levels to previous years, 
however premiums have continued to climb. 
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The initial stages of the risk review has commenced, this will be tabled at 
the Policy and Finance Committee. 

2. Discussion 

2.1 LTP 
The LTP was adopted as planned on 27 June. Audit New Zealand completed 
their review of the LTP during the week 25 to 29 June. 

Letters to submitters have been sent acknowledging their submission, and 
advising of the outcome of their submission. 

A report, under separate cover, will be presented scheduling the actions 
arising from the LTP and progress to date. 

2.2 Operating System Replacement 
Phase 1 of the migration from ACS to NCS is well underway with the key 
modules cutting over as planned. Phase two includes other modules – e.g. 
document management. These will be investigated when the current 
modules are bedded down, planned for early in the new year. 
 
The Napier Computer Systems (NCS) “Magiq” software suite was selected to 
replace SWDC’s “end of life” ACS software suite. 
 
The confirmation was given to NCS on 16 May, and work commenced 
immediately with planning. 
 
The table below outlines the tentative go live dates, although the plan is to 
try and bring these forward. 
 
This schedule is based on ensuring the critical modules are available from 
day 1, and then phasing the remaining modules as resource becomes 
available. Some of the phase – ins are based around key dates in that area 
– e.g. water billing doesn’t need to be live until the first reading for 2012/13 
is carried out in October, and dogs will go live after the main registration 
period is over. 
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The following table outlines the implementation plan and progress to date: 

Module Go live date Comment 

General ledger 2 July 2012 Achieved, GL live 2 July 
The balances as at 30 June reconciled between 
ACS and NCS. 
The years 1996 to 2012 were converted into 
NCS 

Rates 2 July 2012 Achieved, rates live 2 July. 
The balances as at 30 June 2012 were 
reconciled between ACS and NCS. 
Processing now in NCS from 2 July. 
Installment 1 has been sent to Dataprint. The 
rates database was reconciled to QV, and 
extensive checking of total rates required, 
charges per property, and other rates 
transactions was carried out. It is not 
anticipated any more than usual errors will 
occur.  

Property records 30 July 2012  
Customer database Rates 2 July 

2012 
Dogs 13 August 

2012 

Achieved, rates 2 July. 
Some customer database matters still need to 
be updated in ACS as they feed thru to other 
modules  

Debtors & Invoicing 30 July 2012 Achieved 2 July, Skeleton debtors (i.e. no 
history) set up in NCS so receipting can 
commence. 
Processing debtor transactions in ACS as normal 
until transfer. New transactions transferred to 
NCS so they can be receipted against. 

Creditors 30 July 2012 Achieved, went live 5 July. 
There was a nil balance at 30 June because we 
paid everything up to date. 
The first payment run was successfully 
completed for the 20 July payments. 

Banking 2 July 2012 Achieved, commenced 3 July 
Assets 30 July 2012  
Cash receipting 2 July 2012 Achieved, commenced 2 July 
Meter billing 10 September 

2012 
Running through ACS until next billing cycle, or 
earlier. 

Dog registration 13 August 2012 Running through ACS until most registrations 
completed 

Resource consents 10 September 
2012 

Running through ACS until go live, interim 
system in place 

Building consents 10 September 
2012 

Running through ACS until go live, interim 
system in place 

LIMS and property 
history 

10 September 
2012 

 

Licences 10 September 
2012 

 

Dog infringements 13 August 2012  
Sundry infringements 10 September 

2012 
 

Cemetery 10 September 
2012 

 

Debt management 30 July 2012  
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2.2.1. Risks 
The key risk area is the rates database, simply because of the volume of 
data that needs to be transferred. The high level risk of not being able to 
produce rates invoices or collect the correct amount is almost completely 
mitigated by the fact that the ACS system still functions. 
 
The risks have been mitigated through a systematic and rigorous testing 
regime covering all aspects of the rates database. 
 
This testing has included: 

• ACS rates statement compared to NCS rates statement on 1 July. 
This is a summary of the total rates database and is the collation of 
all the individual transactions in the rates database including all 
amounts levied to each ratepayer, paid, outstanding balances, 
penalties. 

• NCS land/capital values to QV records – per property 
• Levies charged last year in ACS to levies charged this year in NCS – 

per property 
• Rates required from LTP, and as calculated using ACS data, to rates 

revenue by levy code in NCS 
• Opening values for each rate account as at 30 June 2012 in ACS, to 

the transferred balances in NCS 
 

2.2.2. Summary 
The project is progressing as planned, there have been no matters that 
have caused me any great concern. 
 

2.3 Year End Financials 
The end of year financials will be completed using the ACS system to avoid 
the complicating factor of the Audit team having to review the data 
conversion prior to commencing the statutory financial audit, which already 
has tight time frames. 

The audit of the transfer of the data can be undertaken at a more 
convenient time during the interim audit early in the New Year. 
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2.4 Rate Arrears 
Efforts continue on rate arrears. The table below outlines the situation as at 
19 June 2012, and excludes multi ownership Maori land. 
 
 
Date Amount 

$’000 

Number Days since 
instalment 

due 

SWDC 
component 

$’000 

(81%) 

30 June 2011 $851 631 31 $689 

1 August 2011 $780 463 64 $632 

28 November 2011 $969 760 7 $785 

1 March 2012 $925 690 7 $740 

16 March 2012 $830 602 23 $672 

23 March 2012 $790 555 30 $640 

1 June 2012 $855 722 10 $692 

19 June 2012 $730 632 31 $591 

 
It is encouraging to note the amount outstanding is at the lowest level for a 
year.  While the number of properties in arrears is still relatively high, we 
have made some progress on those ratepayers who owed a significant 
amount. 
 
Of the 632 properties in arrears, approximately 160 are paying a regular 
amount towards their arrears, and 70 have balances less than $100 
 
An update will be tabled, once the correct reports in NCS have been 
identified. 
 

2.5 Draft Financial Statements for the year ended 30 June 2012 
The draft financial statements for the year ended 30 June 2012 were tabled 
at Council. 

The draft will be discussed at the Risk and Audit working party on 2 August. 

2.6 Archival Project 
The archiving project is progressing, with stage one being completed, and 
stage two well underway. 

Stage two of the archive project is to physically process the council’s 
archives so they can be accessed and securely preserved to comply with 
legal requirements and the council’s policy.  
 
Archival material has been moved depending on storage requirements, the 
final part is cataloging the material. 
 
It is anticipated the project has a couple of months to run. 
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2.7 Photocopier replacement 
A renegotiated photocopier lease has been negotiated which will give good 
savings with slightly better equipment, and an aligned termination date. 

It is common for organizations to end up with differing lease termination 
dates – driven by the vendors, which creates a barrier when trying to 
reconfigure the fleet, or “go to the market” with the entire fleet. 

One of the key benefits of the new offering is that the lease termination 
dates of all machines are aligned, with an expiry in two years. 

Local Authorities have a number of options regarding the replacement of 
photocopiers: 

Local Authorities have a number of purchasing options: 
 

• GSB Supplycorp 
• All Of Government (AOG) pricing through Ministry of Economic 

Development 
• Run a tender on the open market independently 

 
 

2.8 GSB Supplycorp (GSB) 
GSB run a preferred supplier system and Ricoh are the preferred supplier. 
This option may provide more flexibility than AOG, but the cost will be more 
than can be achieved through AOG. 
 

2.8.1. AOG Contracts 
The Ministry of Economic Development (MED) runs the AOG contracts. 
Historically this was only available to Central Government organisations; 
however this has recently been extended to Local Government. 
 
The AOG contracts are on the surface quite attractive; however there are 
some matters that do require consideration: 
 

• Participants still have to run a tender process with the five “preferred 
suppliers” 

• The photocopier leases are fixed for 5 years and cannot be changed 
under any circumstances (e.g. amalgamation) 

• The equipment cannot be changed during that time i.e. if better 
technology comes along the existing machines cannot be swapped 
out 

• There is a 1.5% fee payable to MED 
• Vendors must submit their lowest price 
• Not all photocopiers are subject to the AOG pricing, it is unlikely 

however that there would not be suitable machines available 
 

2.8.2. Open Market tender run in-house 
Vendors will not submit prices at or near the AOG pricing. Vendors tender 
protocol is that AOG pricing is the lowest and they are unable to submit 
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better pricing in a general tender situation.  This was a very time-
consuming process. 
 

2.8.3. Konica 
Due to the looming amalgamation process, and the constraints placed on 
the tender processes outlined above, a direct approach to the incumbent 
vendors Konica was made. 
 
After some negotiation an acceptable interim arrangement was agreed 
whereby four of the existing machines would be replaced with new models 
(with scan capability) and two of the machines would be refurbished. 
 
A key aspect of the new agreement would be the alignment of termination 
dates. Vendors often introduce staggered termination dates, which then 
provides a barrier to going to the market. 
 
A 37% overall saving was also achieved. 
 

2.9 Insurance 
Insurance coverage has been retained at similar levels to last year, the only 
change was an increase in material damage coverage from $25M to $75M. 
As the policy is combined with MDC and CDC it was felt that this increase in 
coverage was justified. The cover is per event and if there was a widespread 
“event” across the Wairarapa $25M would probably be insufficient. 

Premiums have increased significantly from $122K to $164K. This is almost 
all in the material damage and business interruption areas, the increase in 
material damage coverage discussed in the previous paragraph accounts for 
$10K of this increase, the rest is market movement. 

The following is from an email sent by JLT, and outlines the, mostly 
unavoidable, cost increases: 
  
1. Your Material Damage has increased by approx 30%. However the 

Earthquake cover has also been increased from $25million (shared 
Loss Limit) to $75million. 

 
2. Your Business Interruption increased by the same 30%; however 

Insurers are now adding “multipliers” based on your Earthquake risk. 
What this has meant is that the total premium went up by 30%, then 
they added a 200% Multiplier i.e. doubled the premium again. Hence 
the significant change. 

 
3. The EQC (Earthquake Commission) increased its Levy on Domestic 

House/Contents to 15c per $100 of insurance cover (from 5c per 
$100) from 1 February 2012 (following the Chch Earthquakes). So 
your EQ/WD Levy has increased by 300%. 

 

Contact Officer: Paul Crimp, Group Manager Corporate Support 
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PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT GROUP 
REPORT 
   
 

1. Planning 

1.1 Resource Consents 
Officers received 4 consent applications since 25 June 2012.  7 consents 
were approved since 25 June (1 received in May, 2 received in early June) 
all within the statutory timeframes. Officers now provide detailed fortnightly 
updates on all consents direct to Councillors and Community Board 
members, so consent details are not listed here. 

1.1.1. GE & CJ Tyer Coastal Subdivision application 
Resource consent application number 3993 has been on hold at the 
applicant’s request, and will now be heard on Tuesday, 14 August. 

1.2 Policy 

1.2.1. Coastal Reserves Management Plan  
Work has begun on the Coastal Reserves Management Plan (CRMP).  In the 
past, coastal reserves had been lumped together with the rural reserves.  
Given that they are on the coast, coastal reserves often have different 
recreational demands than other rural reserves.  It was therefore decided 
that the coastal reserves should have their own plan.  Planning officers have 
compiled a schedule for development of the Management Plan between now 
and December 2012.  The first part of the schedule involves identifying all 
of the Council owned coastal reserves, doing title searches to confirm their 
reserve status under the Reserves Act, and determining which reserves 
should be covered in the CRMP.  Officers will then be able to begin drafting 
the initial management and development plan documents. 

1.3 Social Media 
The SWDC Facebook page has been well received with 75 “likes” (people 
following the page) with hopefully more to come as we get closer to the 
prize drawing (digital camera) date, 15 August 2012.   

The Facebook page has proven to be an excellent tool for connecting with a 
section of our rate payers.  The casual and conversational nature of 
Facebook encourages people to ask questions that they perhaps wouldn’t 
normally ring Council about.  It allows us to be proactive about 
communication – we can deliver interesting and useful information directly 
to people, rather than waiting for them to check our website, or to read 
notices in newspapers.  To date we have let people know when dog 
registrations are due, that the Martinborough Library has moved, to sign up 
for the NZ ShakeOut earthquake drill, that a road was closed, that it is time 
to put in applications for Creative Communities grants, and more.  The 
information is well received and we have been able to answer subsequent 
questions quickly. 
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2. Building 

2.1 Building consents 
Processing statistics for: 1 June 2012 – 30 June 2012 

Item Period Year to 
date 

Same 
period 
last 
year 

Annual 
Plan  

Consents received 24 305 28 N/A 

Consent  processing performance (within 20wd’s) 96.88% 99.68% 100% 90% 

COA processing performance  66.67% 64.71% 0% N/A 

CCC processing performance  95.65% 99.25% 100% 100% 

 

Consents granted by project 1 June 2012 – 30 June 2012 

Code Type Avg. 
Duration 

(Days) 

No. of 
consents 

Value  

AB Internal Alterations with P&D 12.5 2 56,000 

AF Single Story Weatherboard with P&D 7.0 1 222,600 

AH Single Story Stucco/Txt Ct etc with P&D 19 1 96,000 

MA Solid Fuel Heater 7.3 18 87,255 

MJ Swimming/Spa Pools 5.0 1 35,000 

NC Single Story Weatherboard Urban 12.0 2 710,000 

NE Single Story Stucco/Texture Coat etc – Urban 16.0 1 210,000 

NF Single Story Stucco/Texture Coat etc – Rural 12.0 1 75,000 

NL Multi Story Stucco/Texture Coat etc – Rural 12.0 1 420,000 

RA Relocated Residential Dwelling - Urban 11.0 1 19,000 

SB Decks/Conservatories etc 17.0 1 10,000 

SC Minor Farm Buildings 5.0 2 41,000 

SF Proprietary Garages Standard 4.0 1 18,850 

SI Proprietary Garages & sleepout – inc P/D 25.0 1 19,989 

SM Residential Demolition 3.0 1 1,000 

 9.0 35 2,021,694 
 

COA Certificate of Acceptance   CCC  Code Compliance Certificate  

Building consent numbers from 1 July 2011 to 30 June 2012 show as 305. 
For the same period the year before the number was 350. 

2.2 Enforcement  
None to report. 
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2.3 Policy 
None to report. 

2.4 Other matters 
On-line consenting 

I recently attended our cluster group meeting where the DBH presented a 
proposal for on-line consent processing. It is hoped the new system can be 
introduced in the 2013/1014 financial year.  It would introduce a 
centralised, paperless, internet based hub that receives, captures, and 
allows consistent processing of all building consent applications. Processing 
of consents, including inspections, will be conducted by Building Consent 
Authorities. 
The final aim is a service that provides for, and facilitates, the ‘end-to-end’ 
processing of consents using standard forms and consenting processes to 
provide applicants with a common experience, regardless of which Building 
Consent Authority (BCA) receives their consent application. I couldn’t help 
but think that digitalization of forms, plans, specifications is where we are 
heading and that SWDC needs to ensure we are keeping up-to-date with 
this trend.  
 
Forms 

I have amended all our forms to align with Masterton DC’s forms. This 
creates consistency for the applicants when filling in the forms. I also 
created the form as a protect word document so the forms can be 
completed electronically or printed off and filled in manually.  

Scanning 

We are currently working on a project to have all our plans scanned and 
digitalized. This will create consistency with the 2 other Wairarapa councils 
as they already have systems in place for this. 

3. Environmental Health 

3.1 Liquor licencing 
22 Liquor licenses were issued in June 2012. 

Council officers are currently working with both Carterton and Masterton 
District Councils to update and standardise the liquor licensing forms for the 
Wairarapa. 

3.1.1. Alcohol Reform Bill Update  

The Alcohol Law Reform Bill is scheduled to return to the house on Tuesday 
the 14th of August 2012 subject to extraordinary circumstances. 

3.2 Food Bill update 
There has been no further update on progress with this Bill. 
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3.2.1. Food Premise Inspections  
EHO’s have been concentrating on inspection and annual registration of all 
food premises.  This is a major work commitment for staff during June and 
July.  

A steady interest has been shown in premises opting to change from the 
Food Hygiene Regulations to the new risk based Food Control Plan in 
preparation for the Food Bill being passed.  This creates a significant extra 
work resourcing for staff; however longer term, this will be beneficial for 
Council to ensure that procedures and systems are in place prior to the 
commencement of the Bill.   

To date 13 premises are currently operating fully under a Food Control Plan 
VIP and a further 4 premises have shown strong interest and are trialling 
the Off the Peg Food Control Plan. 

3.3 Noise Control 
7 noise complaints were received during June 2012. 

Four for Featherston, one for Greytown and two for Martinborough. 

3.4 Dog and stock control  
 
Incidents reported 
Attack on Persons 
Martinborough 2 Featherston 1 Greytown 0 

 
Two dogs have been classified as menacing, one in Martinborough and the 
other in Featherston.  Menacing classification means that the dogs must be 
muzzled at all times in a public place.  One owner has objected to the 
menacing classification. 

 
 

Found Dogs 
Martinborough 0 Featherston 1 Greytown 0 

 
Lost Dogs 

Martinborough 1 Featherston 3 Greytown 0 
 
Rushing Aggressive 

Martinborough 0 Featherston 1 Greytown 0 
 
Wandering 

Martinborough 1 Featherston 6 Greytown 0 
 
Welfare Concerns 

Martinborough 1 Featherston 1 Greytown 0 
 
Stock 

Martinborough 0 Featherston 2 Greytown 4 
 
Total Overall  

Martinborough 5 Featherston 15 Greytown 4 
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Dog Registration: 

The annual dog registration process has been a high workload for staff.  The 
work done over the past year to improve dog owners registering dogs and 
micro chipping has made this years’ annual registration process significantly 
easier for both staff and dog owners.  The number of returned letters has 
dramatically reduced. Records are now significantly improved. 

Dog registrations are as at 27 July 2012  

Registered 1903   Unregistered 873  Total number of dogs 2792  

There are two days to go until penalties apply on 1 August 2012. 

Micro chipping has dramatically improved with a total of 30 dogs 
outstanding in the urban area. This includes dogs that have been registered 
for less than two months for the first time.  

 

 

Contact Officer: Glenn Bunny, Group Manager Planning and Environment  
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INFRASTRUCTURE AND SERVICES GROUP 
REPORT    
   

 

1. Consents 

1.1 New Consent and Requirements 
The Regional Council’s focus remains that Council must continue to achieve 
compliance where non-compliance has existed previously; and that in regard to 
the new consent applications where required Council must demonstrate a 
commitment to improved environmental outcomes. 

This level of commitment toward these outcomes is consistent with Council’s 
long term draft wastewater is being indicated in our current three waters 
consent applications renewals. 

1.1.1. Wastewater 
The consent application lodgement for the Greytown WWTP and the latest 
timeline indicates lodgement by end of October 2012.   

The new AEE and consent application lodged for the Martinborough WWTP 
consent renewal is under development and is expected to be re-lodged by mid-
August 2012.  

The Featherston WWTP consent renewal application was submitted but Council 
was required to supply further information as earlier reported.  The response to 
this request was submitted on July 24 2012.   

1.1.2. Water Takes 
The water take consents for Greytown and Martinborough community water 
supplies were lodged before the end of March 2012.  Council has since provided 
further information for both consents in relation to usage (domestic, non-
domestic and irrigation) within the communities and processing of the 
application continues with the draft request for further information lodged by 
June 29 2012. Final responses will be submitted once we achieve agreement on 
current usage and future requirements. 

1.2 Other consents 
The Martinborough landfill consent has been submitted and further information 
has been requested.   The Regional Council have requested that consent 
applications be lodged to legitimise the current green-waste shredding and 
cover operations at the Martinborough Site and the Council needs to proceed to 
acquire the additional consent. 

2. Utilities 

2.1 Wastewater 

2.1.1. Operations 
Greytown and Featherston Wastewater treatment plants operated routinely 
over the period.  Normal monitoring for flow and compliance reporting 
continued throughout the period with no non-compliance issues reported. 
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At the Martinborough wastewater treatment plant site, Council staff and 
contractors are working on resealing a concrete transfer chamber which has the 
potential to cause seepage of effluent.  This came to Council’s attention through 
the monitoring programme and GWRC have been kept informed of the situation 
as Council work to remedy the problem. 

Six pipeline blockages were reported and rectified during the period. 

2.1.2. Water Supply Capital 
No capital works programmed or implemented during the period. 

2.2 Water Supply 

2.2.1. Operations 
Leak detection work has been completed in Martinborough water supply 
network with no major leaks found but a number of smaller leaks around 
services pipes and the smaller diameter pipelines. Repair work for these items 
has been scheduled and is underway.  

This completes the in reticulation leak detection work for the three serviced 
areas which ought to be conducted on at least a three year cycle. 

The Ultra filtration plant at Greytown continues to supply both Greytown and 
Featherston with the supplementary bore in Greytown not in use since 6th April 
2012. 

The plant itself now is the subject of investigation for efficiency improvement 
resulting in further capacity gains and the identification of water loss due to 
possible leakage within and around the raw and treated water ponds and 
reservoirs. 

Community water usage records and trending is attached for Council’s 
information.  

2.2.2. Capital 

Bore water availability investigation continues at Woodside and Underhill Roads 
with  indications of good potential at Woodside Road close to the Ultra-filtration 
Plant. This will be the subject of separate reporting in due course 

The question of what further work ought to be done in the context of the 
subsidy funding remaining will be addressed within the reporting, suffice to say 
that there is good justification to establish a production bore(s) to finalise the 
ultimate capacity and quality of this source as a supplement/ alternative to the  
river take. 

2.3 Water Races 
Water races operated normally during the period. 

The review of water races generally is underway with specialist assistance 
having being sought, with a proposal that staff are currently evaluating. 

2.4 Waste Management 

2.4.1. Operations 
Operations continued without incident throughout the period.  Waste export and 
recycling tonnage data for the period is attached.   
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3. Roading  

3.1 Oldfield Asphalts 
 
Roading maintenance is satisfactory.  Eighty per cent of unsealed roads were 
metalled during May and June. These roads have now been graded and the 
finished result is very satisfactory.  
 
The wet summer and recent wet weather continues to cause slumping on the 
Hinakura, Whakapuni, and Ushers Hills. There are no easy fixes and we 
continue to fill the slumps. 
 
Oldfields have also been busy on the Cape Palliser Road at Te Kopi where heavy 
swells at the end of June further damaged the gabion walls that support the 
road. Fortunately we had most of our intended rock stockpile on site for the 
construction of boulder beaches at Te Kopi and the rock was placed in 
temporary position to lessen wave damage. 
When the rest of the rock is delivered the permanent boulder beaches will be 
constructed. 
 

4. Parks and Reserves  

4.1 Transfield Services 
 
Maintenance is satisfactory and Council has received compliments on the 
condition of Memorial park in Greytown.  
 
Transfield’s response to requests for additional service continues to be prompt. 
 
On the down side, the management of burials by Transfield is only satisfactory 
when their regular sexton is available. When he is away there is no trained 
person to take his place. 

5. Property and Facilities 

5.1 Properties 
Martinborough Library – Following consideration of the seismic assessment 
report for the library building and in view of the library’s vulnerable user 
groups, the library was closed on Monday, 16 July.  A portacom has been 
obtained and situated behind the current building in the car park as a 
temporary solution.  The portacom arrived Tuesday, connected and fitted out, 
and opened to the public on Thursday afternoon.  Identification and assessment 
of a longer term solution for the library continues. 
 
ANZAC Hall, Featherston – A comprehensive building assessment is underway. 
 
Greytown Town Centre – Mould has been identified on the panels on the back 
library wall in the atrium ceiling area.  The architect and main contractor 
involved with the Town Centre upgrade have been contacted to review the 
issue. 
 

5.2 Pensioner Housing 
Currently vacancies include: 
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 Cecily Martin Flats, Martinborough – 3 flats as at 31 July (maintenance 
required) 

 Burling Flats, Featherston – 1 small bedsit 
 Matthews Flats, Greytown – 1 flat (maintenance required) 

 
Maintenance requirements for the empty flats are currently being assessed and 
considered against overarching housing maintenance issues and budget. 
 

5.3 Cemeteries 
A new ashes wall is currently being built in Featherston Cemetery. 
 
A project to create a cemetery database and enable SWDC cemetery 
information to be online to the public continues.  The first phase, to complete 
layout plans for each of the three cemeteries, was completed in July.  The next 
phase is to investigate and confirm the software that will be used for the 
database. 
  

5.4 Swimming Pools 
An independent report is currently underway by Opus to not only review the 
condition of SWDC’s three pools, but to include infrastructure, current usage 
and future goals for each of the pools.  This report is due at the end of August. 
 

5.5 Leases and Licenses 
Stella Bull Park Building – No responses were received in response to the 
advertised Expression of Interest.  One party has since made contact but has 
yet to formally submit a proposal.  A commercial rent assessment has been 
undertaken in the interim. The current lease (Wairarapa Wine Centre) is due to 
expire 31 July 2012. 
 
Other leases currently under review include: 

 Kouka Cottage, Greytown (land lease renewal) – Greytown Community 
Heritage Trust 

 Considine Park, Martinborough (lease to occupy) – South Wairarapa Pony 
Club 

 Town Centre, Greytown (lease) – Rightway Limited.  The current lease 
expires 31 July 2012 and at Rightway’s request, a month by month rental 
has been approved until 31 October 2012 to allow them to confirm their 
ongoing location and space requirements. 
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6. Libraries 

6.1 Martinborough Library 
The Martinborough Library was 
closed to the public from 
Monday 16th July due to an 
unsatisfactory 
structural survey report.  A 
Portakabin was found and 
fitted out enabling us to open 
on Thursday 19th July at 
1.30.   
 
The Library Kabin is small but 
perfectly formed.  The main 
collection is still housed within 
the library building with the 
Library Kabin holding 
approximately 2,400 items of new/recent stock.  We are snuggled between 
Mitre 10 and P&K in the car park.    
 

 
We are offering almost all the services we did prior to 
the move including fax and photocopier.  However, 
two changes are notable - the internet facilities inside 
are not available but the Wifi connection still 
functions from the front of the building.   

 
s 

ays. 

 
Also, Tuesday’s Book Babies session is now being 
held in the Martinborough School Library at 10 
(thanks very much Martinborough School).  The 
Wairarapa Community Law Centre will still be visiting
to offer free legal advice once a month.  The Kabin i
open 10-5 weekdays and 10-12 Saturd
 

6.2 Statistics all Libraries 
 
Refer appendix 1 for statistics: 

 Issues 
 Transactions 
 Door Count 

7. Appendices 

Appendix 1 – Statistics all Libraries 

Appendix 2 – Monthly Water usage  

Appendix 3 – Waste exported to Bonny Glen including Recycling 

Contact Officer: Mark Allingham, Group Manager Infrastructure and Services  
Reviewed by: Dr Jack Dowds, Chief Executive Officer 
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Appendix 2 – Statistics all 
Libraries
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Appendix 3 – Water Usage
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Appendix 4 – Waste 
Exported to Bonny Glenn 

including Recycling
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FEATHERSTON COMMUNITY BOARD 

28 AUGUST 2012 
   
 

AGENDA ITEM 6.2 
 

FOOTPATH REPORT 
   
 

Purpose of Report 
To seek approval for the footpath forward works programme. 

Recommendations 
Officers recommend that the Community Board: 

1. Receive the information.  

1. Background 

Bri-Ken & Associates completed a RAMM footpath inspection and report in 2011.  
We are using this as a basis for our forward three year programme.  We are 
also aware that the monies need to be spread over the three towns, where 
required. 

Council undertakes three activities to achieve the requirements of a safe 
footpath network, Footpath Maintenance, New Footpaths and Footpath 
Renewals. 

2. Footpath Maintenance  

Our Budget is $34,000 per annum.  This will be used where there are small 
isolated faults that create a hazard for pedestrians.  As in lips in concrete 
panels, pot holes, tobies, tree roots etc. 
 
New complaints usually come in from the public, Bri-Ken has identified these 
hazards and prioritised the severity from 1-5.  We are working on these doing 
the most severe where practicable. 

3. New Footpaths 

Budget of $80,000 per annum.  New footpaths are constructed where there are 
no footpaths.  Council’s policy is to provide a footpath at least on one side of 
the road. 
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The location of the new footpaths is determined by assessing the need to get 
around the communities and get to key destinations.  This is to be decided by 
involving the community. 
 
All Streets in the three towns with no footpaths have been identified. 
 
Generally new footpaths with out new kerb and channel and associated 
drainage are constructed with concrete (Width 1.4mts).  At today's rates 
$80,000 will equate to roughly 800 metres. 

4. Footpath Renewals 

Budget of $40,000 per annum.  This generally involves asphalt footpaths where 
the existing old A/C is overlaid with new.  Costs for this are about $20 per M2.  
 
Large lengths of footpath are the best for this renewal work and generally there 
is also associated concrete work with K/C and drive ways.  Again the worst of 
Street has been identified by Bri-Kens report. 
  

5. Appendices 

Appendix 1 – Footpath Plan 

Appendix 2 – Bri-Ken & Associates 2011 RAMM Footpath inspection report  
    

 
 
 
Contact Officer: Steve MacArthur, Roading Engineer 
Reviewed by: Mark Allingham, Group Manager Infrastructure and Services  
 
 

33



 

 

Appendix 1 – Footpaths 3 
Year Programme 
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STREET NO. FAULT STREET NO. FAULT STREET NO. FAULT
Churchill Cres. 13 Trench Revans St. 85,93,95,59 Tripping Hazard Broadway St

Fox St. 25,7,11,13 Service Cover Wakefield St. 47 Service Cover Churchill Cres. 26,28,37,29 Service Cover
Fox St. 33,21 Tripping Hazard Watt St. 63 Service Cover Kempton St. 59 Service Cover

Kowhai Gr. 21 Tripping Hazard Main St. 15 Vegetation Birdwood St. 3, Vegetation

Cologne St 80 Vegetation Main St.
10,12,94,96,98,
106,109 Service Cover Clara Ann Gr. 1 Vegetation

Dublin St. 23 Tripping Hazard Main St. 44,260 Trench Dublin St 37 Vegetation

Ferry Rd 23,37 Tripping Hazard Wood St. 4,58 Service Cover McMasters St 1 Service Cover
New York St. 32,38,40,78 Vegetation Wood St. 157 Tripping Hazard Naples St. 56 Service Cover

New York St. 70 Tripping Hazard Oxford St 105 Service Cover Panama 20 Service Cover
New York St. 56 Service Cover Panama St 8 Trench
East St 167 Vegetation Regent St 107 Trench

East St 3,135 Trench Kitchener St. 12 Tripping Hazard
Hastwell St. 1 Tripping Hazard Strasbourge St 23,9,5 Vegetation

Jellicoe St GTWN4 Tripping Hazard
Kuratawhiti St. 74 Vegetation
Kuratawhiti St. 12 Service Cover

STREET FROM TO PRAM XING STREET FROM TO STREET FROM TO

Wallace St Revans Fox St Main St South End Humphries St Cologne St Broadway St Cambridge St
Revans St Donald St Waite St Stasbourge St Princess St Cambridge St Danniel St Jellicoe St Regent St

Bell St Johnson St. 2 Weld St Jellicoe St French
Birdwood St Bell St 1
Birdwood St Hanson St 2

Broadway St Cologne St 1
Broadway St Strasbourge St 1

Cologne St Broadway St 1
Cologne St Regent St 1

Harrison St W. Wakefileld St 1
Hickson St Bell St 1
Naples St Regent St 1

Regent St Strasbourge St 1
Regent St Cologne St 1

Fitzherbert st Wallace St 1
Fitzherbert st Lyons St 1

Fitzherbert st Daniel St 1
Wakefield St Fox St 1

STREET FROM TO LENGTH STREET FROM TO LENGTH STREET FROM TO LENGTH
Bell St Hickson St Wakefield St 180 Titoki Gr Wakefield St 150 North St West St Main St 90
Donald St Revans 300 Watts St Fitzherbert St Revans St 65 North St Main St East St 90

Johnston St Harrison St W. 180 Mahupuku St Reading St. 280 Reading St McMaster St Market Rd 380
Wakefield St Harrison St W. 270 West St. Humphries St Wood St 450 Reading St North St Jellicoe St 570

Year 1
FOOTPATH RENEWALS

Year 2 Year 3

FOOTPATH NEW
YEAR TWO YEAR THREE

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3
FOOTPATH MAINTENANCE HAZARD FAULTS

FOOTPATHS THREE YEAR PROGRAMME

YEAR ONE
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Appendix 2 – 2011 RAMM 
Footpath Inspection Report 
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Report  prepared by Councillor Solitaire Robertson  

16th  August 2012.  

Advice: 

1.  Featherston Community Board receives this report. 
 

Purpose  

The purpose of this report is to provide an update on the shelter to be erected at the 
Garden of Remembrance.  

The site is zoned rural primary production under the Wairarapa Combined District Plan, 
Planning Map 62.  A portion of the site, being Section 1 S.O 31428 is listed in Appendix 1-
Schedule of Natural & Historic Heritage Sites.  In particular Appendix 1.7 Heritage Items, 
reference number (Hs005).    

The Site contains two very distinct areas, Section 1 S.O. 31428, which includes the circular 
entrance, the main memorial in the centre garden along with two other smaller memorials.  
This portion of the site is the heritage item listed in Appendix 1.7 of the Wairarapa 
Combined Plan.   

The second part of this site is Lot 1 DP 80365, containing the Japanese Garden, and is known 
as the Garden of Remembrance.  This lot is not listed as a heritage item in Appendix 1.7.  
This lot contains established cherry trees, planted in four distinct quarters.  However as both 
of the two lots are held in one Certificate of title a Resource Consent was required  as 
Discretionary Activity pursuant to Rule 21.6(f)  for any alteration, addition, relocation, 
reconstruction, partial demolition or total demolition not complying with the permitted 
activity standards for any heritage item listed in Appendix 1.7 Heritage Items. 

Given the requirement for resource consent, it was decided to move the structure from its 
original proposed location on the main memorial site into the adjacent area known as the 
Garden of Remembrance, as there was deemed to be less effects and the consent could be 
processed on a non notified basis 

A resource consent application was prepared by myself on behalf of the Featherston 
Community Board.  This Resource Consent was subsequently granted with a condition 
imposed requiring an archaeologist on site for the duration of any earthworks. This was a 
mitigation measure offered in the application and Christine Barnett has been engaged to 
oversee the site preparation, Christine has subsequently consulted with the New Zealand 
Historic Places Trust who have indicated they are satisfied with the proposed level of 
protection being offered and no additional archaeological authority is required from them.   

At the time of writing this, the site preparation works will commence on Monday the 20th 
August 2012 and it is anticipated that the structure will be complete prior to the arrival of 
the Chor Farmer Choir in early September.   
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Report prepared by Councillor Solitaire Robertson  

16th August 2012 

 

Advice: 

1. Featherston Community Board receives this report. 
2. Featherston Community agree to endorse the proposed Sculpture on the basis that 

feedback received from the community has indicated significant support for the 
proposed work.  

 

Purpose  

The purpose of this report is to provide a summary of the feedback received in regards to 
the proposed sculpture by Kon Dimopolus titled Windgrass.  

Background 

Feedback was sought from the community between the 22nd of July  2012 and the 10th of 
August 2012.  At the end of this timeframe a total of 53 comments were provided relating to 
the proposed work.  This included both feedback on the forms provided in the library and on 
SWDC website, but also feedback posted on the Facebook page that was set up.   

The feedback from the Facebook page has only included comments relating to opinions on 
the proposed work; it does not include general discussions as the intent was to establish 
what the views of the Featherston community was in relation to the proposed work.  

As with the use of any social media, there is a risk that the discussions could get out of 
control, I’m pleased that everyone who utilised this site to place feedback or just keep up to 
date with the proposal respected the opinions of others and there was no need to moderate 
any comments.   

Of the 53 comments received in relation to the proposal, 39 were positive, 10 negative and 
four were either neutral or it could not be determined as either positive or negative.  

When this is put into percentage terms it equates to 73.5% being in favour of the proposed 
work. 19% negative with a further 7.5% being neutral. It is my opinion that a clear majority 
have indicated that the proposal should go ahead and the recommendation to this board is 
to support the proposal fully.  

A copy of the summary of feedback is attached to this report.  
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Feedback - Aratoi Foundation Public Sculpture 

   
 Comments received on Feedback form 

# Name Comment/s relating to proposed work Positive/Negative or 

Neutral 

1 Victoria Read Loves the new sculpture and it looks as though it will provide a more exciting and vibrant entry to 

the Wairarapa and to Featherston.  The Wairarapa needs more bold gestures and good design 

such as this.  It is a generous offer from Aratoi and should be embraced.  

Postivie 

2 Gwendoline Callagahan I think the sculpture is fantastic-love the one near wellington airport.  Would prefer it to be on 

the corner of Fitzherbert Street & Ludlam intersection.  

Positive 

3 Emma McCleary It's striking, vivid, creative and will make a fabulous addition to our town. I was really pleased to 

see the Featherston Sculpture page appear on Facebook and hope this is the first of many 

sculptures and art around the town, 

Positive 

4 Marcus Harvey Love the light sculpture! Should have more of them at the Featherston 

entrances on SH2 and out to Martinborough. 

 

Don't listen to the negative people out there, build it, build more! 

Make the town shine - this town is the first impression most have of the 

Wairarapa. Do it proud. 

Positive 

5 Janet Meehan I agree in principle with having a sculpture.  

However I don't particularly like the selected 'sculpture'.  

'Windgrass' is just too bland. Sculptures should connect with each individual as they look at it and 

this one is just nothing. Rods stuck in a group. and not appealing ones at that. It might move a 

bit in the wind - shame it couldn't be at least twice as high because then we would see a bit of 

action! I was recently in Palmerston North and there were two similar groups of rods in red just 

off the square. I haven't looked into it being a 'scultpure' by the same 'artist'. But thought, Duh, 

boring. 

  

This is a brilliant opportunity to have something that will resonate with people. We have wind, 

Negative 
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train, and vandals in Featherston - surely something more appropriate could be selected? How 

many outdoor sculpture exhibitions have the selectors been to? Please think again. 

6 Debbie Bennett A lovely sculpture but it would be destroyed in Featherston.  Positive but with concerns 

7 Tracey Yandle Does not like the sculpture, would rather use a local artist and have a maori perspective.  Negative 

8 Jane Gilbert Fantastic, about time something happened Positive 

9 Val & Neil Rait We think it is an elegant lovely piece of art that will enhance Featherstons centre Positive 

10 Gwenda Farrell & John 

Alloway 

We are disappointed upon looking at the website that the decision was 

made September 2011. 

It seems pointless putting in a sculpture, liked or not, when the town 

is bespoiled by the bombsite that was to have been a probably vibrant 

supermarket. 

Negative 

11 H McGarr Rather like it Positive 

12 Joan Smith Great- Cant wait! Positive 

13 Adriann Smith & kevin 

McLouglin 

It is a strong image which reflects both the local plant cover,and the weather.  It will be attractive 

in all weather and as it is going to be lit at night it will be just as good both day and night. A 

great addition to Featherston, in addition it is an interesting use of modern materials 

Positive 

14 Jan Stephen Tres Cool Positive 

15 Liz Stevens Great, bring it on positive 

16 Coralie Barker I think the proposed sculpture is fantastic and a good use of public space, good choice Positive 

17 Michele Stokes Im really excited about the new sculpture it will be a fantastic asset to the town. I love the 

planting around the base of the sculpture also. 

Positive 

18 Maria Fairburn Looks wonderful and appropriate. Positive 

19 Thava Guy Great idea, it is what the town requires, can we also have a smaller on at the entrance to the 

town too.  

Positive 

20 Colleen & Ron Randle We fully support the proposed sculpture for Featherston. Our main street is dreary and the 

sculpture will provide a must needed visual impact. It is a simple , interesting design suitable to 

the town which is reminder of the wetlands around the lake.  Wellington is a good example of 

how sculptures have improved the city.  It will be an outstanding object of interest to residents, 

visitors and travellers. To obtain this sculpture is too good an opportunity to miss.  

Positive 

21 J Thurston I think it looks awesome. Should make quite a statement, look forward to seeing it all lit up.  

With appropriate planting to complement it it should give Featherston a much needed lift.  

Positive 

23 Mrs P Woods This Sculpture could surely be a good start to beautifying this old town Positive 

 

Comments received via Facebook Page 
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# Name Comment/s relating to proposed work Positive/Negative or 

Neutral or cant tell 

1 Richard Clark Looks like it could be awesome-good luck positive 

2 Colin Olds Now that looks cool positive 

3 Phillip Dittmer That looks eye-catching positive 

4 Kevin Knox Looks really nice. As always Featherston is the Gateway to the Wairarapa and it shows positive 

5 Lucy Jez That’s pretty cool, lovely colour and uplifting positive 

6 Ian Miles Right outside the public toilet Negative 

7 Sylvia Lagah What will it be made of, what does it represent, will it bend in the wind or go rusty, worried that 

nothing is sacred in this town 

Cant tell/questions 

8 Vicky Johnstone Need something with more body, not just straight up and down Negative 

9 Wayne Watson Ratepayers are subsidising the work as swdc funds aratoi Cant tell/questions 

10 Vivy Stokes Definitely improve the visual look of the town positive 

11 Jean Harris Cool positive 

12 Sue McAdam We have some weird stuff at Wanganui, Blue poles with lights on at night negative 

13 Wayne Watson Thankyou for clarifying that issue (funding), which im sure will make a lot of ratepayers happier.  

I wish you well with the project and look forward to seeing something new in Featherstons Main 

Street.  

positive 

14 Ian Miles If it was to be places on the sh2, sh53 intersection it would be great.  The appeal will be lost if it 

is placed outside the public toilets, library, rsa triangle, people will see our trusthouse wilderness 

and not bother to look for anything nicer in the town. South end of town…..a great place to have 

it.  

negative 

15 John Casey Maybe they will spot the sculpture in the distance and will be so captivated that they will miss the 

wilderness.  

Cant tell 

16 Rosalie Thurston  Well done, will lift the look of Featherston positive 

17 Margaret Childs I will admire it as I walk past often.  positive 

18 John Tenquist  Initially I didn't like it, but what the hell....let's go for it and show the world we can do things in 

Featherston and be different to other towns 

I really do like it 

positive 

19 Ryan Clifford-Marsh i dont like it, but arts in the eye of the beholder, to me it looks like what aliens would beam down 

to pick someone up ,maybe a sculpture in the classical sence would be better of someone who 

was from featherston who did sumthing inspiring, but it would be hard to sell this to the 

ratepayers 

 

Negative but with 

suggestions 

20 Christine Hirter Sorry, I don't like it. I think it will resonate in the wind. Won't that be fun!! 

 

negative 
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21 Angie Little Personally I don't like this. It looks more like vermicelli pasta than wind grass. But to each their 

own. 

 

negative 

22 Jo White I like it. I like the position and I like the link to the coastal envrionment. Maybe too high for the 

width but that's just MHO. 

 

positive 

23 Jenny Simonson Agree LOVE IT TOO but have to admit I have seen more tagging in Mstn 9 on my main road trip 
to and from work) than we have here - lets hope it is sturdier than the bus shelters were. 

 

positive 

24 Jade Cvetkov yeah itll get broken i rekon,need sumfing hardy! cool tho! better than nuthing, im all 4 any art! Positive with some concerns 

25 Duke Molnar 

 

 ...Niki here, I think it is a great idea, we have so many talented people in Featherston so it a 

good way to be seen as a town that understands and acknowledges our creative side.......just 

hope it can't be graffittied....sorry for adding the negative bit but we have to be realistic.....I 

LOVE IT 

positive 

26 Kim Maree Goodall It will add a ray of sunshine to Featherston, just what we need :) 

 

positive 

27 Penny Griffin 

 

I love it! The red ones in Palmerston North are striking and the ones on the way to the airport in 

Wellington are awesome...hard to keep your eyes on the road! Come on folks this will be great 

for the town! 

 

positive 

28 Victoria Beatrice Jones 

 

I think it's great. I really like it. I think Kon Dimopulous is a wonderful artist, and his 'grass' 

sculpture on the way to Wellington airport is fantastic. Congratulations to Featherston for their 

initiative and vision, and i look forward to seeing it every time I drive home through Featherston. 

:) Thanks. 

 

positive 

29 Judy Scott 

 

Great for the town generally BUT.... Featherston is historically a Railway and Services town, why 

not something in keeping with these themes?? Tussock grows on the Coast, we are NOT a coastal 

town. 

 

Positive with some concerns 

30 David Famularo 

 

Hope being three and a half hours late is not a problem. I think it is an excellent sculpture and 

will do something good for featherston. It will look particularly great at night, and is 

contemporary but also in keeping with the town and its wider environment. I think it will give a 

particularly good impression to people coming over from Wellington and encourage them to look 

more closely at what featherston has to offer in all sorts of ways. 

 

positive 
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