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1 KARAKIA TIMATANGA – OPENING 

Kia hora te marino  
Kia whakapapa pounamu te moana  
Hei huarahi mā tātou i te rangi nei  
Aroha atu, aroha mai  
Tātou i ā tātou katoa  
Hui ē! Tāiki ē! 
 
May peace be widespread  
May the seas be like greenstone  
A pathway for us all this day  
Let us show respect for each other  
For one another  
Bind us all together! 

2 APOLOGIES 

3 CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

4 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND TRIBUTES 

5 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

6 ACTIONS FROM PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

7 URGENT BUSINESS  

8 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

Featherston Community Board - 12 February 2025  
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   MINUTES OF SOUTH WAIRARAPA DISTRICT COUNCIL 
FEATHERSTON COMMUNITY BOARD 

HELD AT THE FEATHERSTON COMMUNITY CENTRE, 14 WAKEFIELD STREET, FEATHERSTON. 
ON WEDNESDAY, 12 FEBRUARY 2025 AT 7:00 PM 

 

PRESENT: Deputy Mayor Melissa Sadler-Futter (Deputy Mayor), Cr Rebecca Gray, 
Mr Tui Rutherford (Chair), Mr John Dennison, Ms Annelise Schroeder 

APOLOGIES: Warren Maxwell 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Robyn Ramsden (Advisor, Community Governance) 

PUBLIC FORUM: Ann Hynds, Elisabeth Mikkelsen, Amy Ross, Joanne Ridley-McBeth, 
Mary Gow (over phone) 

CONDUCT OF BUSINESS: This meeting was held in the Featherston Community Centre, 14 
Wakefield Street, Featherston. This meeting was audio recorded for 
administrative purposes. The meeting was held in public under the 
above provisions from 7:03pm to 9:11pm except where expressly 
noted. 

OPEN SECTION 

 

1 KARAKIA TIMATANGA – OPENING 

Tui Rutherford opened the meeting. 

2 APOLOGIES  

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  FCB2025/01 

Moved: Mr T Rutherford 
Seconded: Deputy Mayor M Sadler-Futter 

To accept apologies from Mr Warren Maxwell. 

CARRIED 

 

3 CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

No conflicts of interests were disclosed relating to items on the agenda or interests not already 
recorded on a relevant register. 

4 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND TRIBUTES 

Tui Rutherford offered everyone a happy new year. 
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5 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Ann Hynds – road speed limits on Underhill Road 

Ann spoke to the speed limit of 100 kms on Underhill Road. The road is now used by residents, 
quarry trucks and cyclists. There have been two accidents in the last 5 years. She is asking the 
Community Board to pursue this issue with Council on behalf residents and users of the road. 

Ann provided images of damage to the road and showed and example of how narrow the road is. 

Members discussed the SWDC speed review, suggested using temporary speed signs acknowledge 
sone truck drivers make an effort to be courteous of other road users. 

 

Amy Ross – Featherston Pride Parade 

Amy spoke to their grant application to support a Pride Parade and Festival in Featherston.  The 
Wairarapa has the 7th highest queer population in New Zealand. By hosting a pride festival; parade, 
picnic and evening event we honour our communities pride traditions. There is a lot of people 
offering support and a regional interest in the event. This grant application is primarily to pay for a 
Traffic management plan and venue hire. The parade has been planned to be off the main road, 
making the traffic management plan less expensive.  

 

Mary Gow – Mulled Wine Concerts 

Mary spoke via phone. Mulled Wine Concerts have been occurring at the beautiful Anzac Hall for 
the last 5-6 years. It has been easy to get musicians to agree to play there. There will be three 
concerts. Most of the ticket sales go to the musicians and hall hire. See application to list of 
musicians.  

 

Joanne Ridley-McBeth – Fareham Creative Space 

Joanne spoke to their grant application. The Fareham Creative Space committee want to continue 
and to grow. The pottery studio is well established with 70 members and they invite other potters. 
By using the gas firing kiln it allows higher temperatures and the use of more colours. They currently 
have pit fires, but wish to build up to be more professional. They have approached Featherston’s 
own and Creative Communities for funding. They do charge potters to use the kiln. Fareham Creative 
Space contribute the studio space and specialty gloves. 

 

Elisabeth Mikkelsen – bike parking in Featherston 33:52m 

Elisabeth is a long time cycling advocate. There is no cycle parking available in town. In front of the 
super value is a garden, she suggests turning the garden into a cycle park space. She asks the 
Community Board to put in cycle parking. 

 

Romain Busby 

Frequent visitor to the Community Board. Romain is waiting for the Welcome to Featherston signs. 
She mentions a man who cleans up overhanging trees and over grown berms in Featherston, and 
wishes to thank him for his service. 
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6 ACTIONS FROM PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Action - Follow up on suitable bike locking stands in Featherston. 

Action - Follow up on speed limit on Underhill Road. What levers we have to pursue this. Gravel 
roads lowering from 100kms. Share the road with cyclists sign? 

Action - request CEO to advise an up date on the status of the speed review. 

Action – request to the Super Value to install cycle parking. 

 

7 URGENT BUSINESS 

None. 

8 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

 

8.1 MINUTES OF THE FEATHERSTON COMMUNITY BOARD MEETING HELD ON 6 
NOVEMBER 2024 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  FCB2025/02 

Moved: Cr R Gray 
Seconded: Ms A Schroeder 

1. That the minutes of the Featherston Community Board meeting held on 6 November 2024 
are confirmed as a true and correct record. 

2. Correction. Matua Dick Smith. Served in Vietman, Malaysia and Borneo. He was not a 
member of the Māori battalion, he researched the Māori battalion. 

 

In Favour: Deputy Mayor M Sadler-Futter, Cr R Gray, Mr T Rutherford and Ms A Schroeder 

Against: Nil 

Abstained: Mr J Dennison 

CARRIED 4/0 

 

9 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

There were no matters arising. 

10 DECISION REPORTS FROM CHIEF EXECUTIVE AND STAFF 

10.1 ROAD NAMING APPLICATION, WHAREKAUHAU COUNTRY ESTATE, 4132 OCEAN BEACH 
ROAD, FEATHERSTON (ROMNEY LANE) 
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  FCB2025/03 

Moved: Deputy Mayor M Sadler-Futter 
Seconded: Mr J Dennison 

 The Officer recommends that the Community Board: 

1. Receive the ‘Proposed naming of a new private road, at Wharekauhau Country Estate 
(Romney Lane)’ Report.  

CARRIED 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  FCB2025/04 

Moved: Ms A Schroeder 
Seconded: Deputy Mayor M Sadler-Futter 

2. Consider and approve the proposed naming of ‘Romney Lane’ for the new private road at 
Wharekauhau Country Estate.  

CARRIED 

Members discussed using appropriate Māori names. Discuss at next informal meeting on how this 
can he achieved. 

Action – request information on how Planning recommend street names to applicants. 

Members discussed the subdivision being so close to the sea and how in the broad sense the 
Council is not talking about managed retreat. 

Action – request the managed retreat policy from SWDC. 

 

10.2 INCOME AND EXPENDITURE REPORT 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  FCB2025/05 

Moved: Cr R Gray 
Seconded: Deputy Mayor M Sadler-Futter 

That the Featherston Community Board receive the Income and Expenditure Report. 

CARRIED 

Action – request the Featherston Beautification collect the rest of their grant. 

 

10.3 GRANT REPORT 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  FCB2025/06 

Moved: Mr J Dennison 
Seconded: Cr R Gray 

1. That the Featherston Community Board receive the Grant Report. 

CARRIED 
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  FCB2025/07 

Moved: Ms A Schroeder 
Seconded: Cr R Gray 

2. That the Featherston Community Board consider the application from Featherston Toy 
Library for $ 1,500 to support operational costs from the Grant Fund. 

CARRIED 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  FCB2025/08 

Moved: Mr J Dennison 
Seconded: Cr R Gray 

3. That the Featherston Community Board consider the application from Pae Tū Mokai Pride 
for $ 2,600 to support Featherston’s Pride Parade from the Grant Fund. 

CARRIED 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION   

Moved: Mr J Dennison 
Seconded: Ms A Schroeder 

4. That the Featherston Community Board consider the application from Mulled Wine Concerts 
for $ 500 to support Classical and Jazz Concerts in Featherston’s Anzac Hall from the Grant 
Fund. 

 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  FCB2025/09  

AMENDMENT 

Moved: Mr J Dennison 
Seconded: Ms A Schroeder 

 
That Featherston Community Board resolved that purchase tickets to the Mulled Wine Concerts 
Classical Jazz in Featherston’s Anzac Hall up to $500. Tickets to be distributed by the members of 
the Featherston Community Board via trusted agencies to people in the Community who may not 
usually attend. 

CARRIED 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  FCB2025/10 

Moved: Cr R Gray 
Seconded: Ms A Schroeder 

5. That the Featherston Community Board consider the application from Fareham Creative 
Space for $ 863.45 to support purchase part of a Community Outdoor Gas Kiln from the Grant 
Fund. 

CARRIED1 
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11 INFORMATION REPORTS FROM CHIEF EXECUTIVE AND STAFF 

11.1 ACTION ITEMS REPORT TO 28 JANUARY 2025 

196 – request a representative from FCB speak at the Māori Standing Committee Forum. 

476 – no change. 

390 – John or Tui to attend the Strategic Working Committee on behalf of the Board. Speaking on 
the berms project and it’s closeness to the No Mow project. Is there a list of suitable native plants. 

 
 

12 CHAIRPERSON REPORTS 

12.1 MEMBERS REPORT - ANNELISE SCHROEDER 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  FCB2025/11 

Moved: Deputy Mayor M Sadler-Futter 
Seconded: Mr J Dennison 

That the Featherston Community Board approve the purchase of a commemorative wreath from 
‘Blooms in the Grove’ up to the value of $150 for the purpose of commemorating the anniversary 
of the “Featherston Incident” on 25 February 2025. 

 

CARRIED 

 

13 KARAKIA WHAKAMUTUNGA – CLOSING 

Tui Rutherford closed the meeting with a karakia. 

 

The meeting closed at 9:11pm. 

 

Confirmed as a true and correct record. 

 

……………………………………….. (Mayor/Chair) 

 

……………………………………….. (Date) 

 

……………………………………….. (Chief Executive) 
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……………………………………….. (Date) 
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9 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
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10 DECISION REPORTS FROM CHIEF EXECUTIVE AND STAFF 

10.1 INCOME AND EXPENDITURE REPORT 

Author: Robyn Ramsden, Advisor, Community Democracy 

Authoriser: Paul Gardner, Group Manager, Corporate Services 

File Number:   

  

PURPOSE 

To inform Community Board members of most recent income and expenditure report. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

• Total grant funds available as of 28 February 2025: $9,539 

• Grant Funds available as of 5 April 2025: $4,834 (after Mulled Wine Concerts and Fareham 
Creative Space have been paid) 

• Grant Fund available may change upon the outcome of the below recommendations. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. That the Featherston Community Board receive the Income and Expenditure Report. 

2. That the Featherston Community Board resolve to move the remaining funds of $16 from 
recommendation FCB2022/39 to the Community Development Fund. 

3. That the Featherston Community Board resolve to move the remaining funds of $140 from 
recommendation FCB2022/31 to the Community Development Fund. 

4. That the Featherston Community Board resolve to move the $500 from recommendation 
FCB2023/08 to the Community Development Fund. 

5. That the Featherston Community Board resolve to move the $500 from recommendation 
FCB2023/08 to the Community Development Fund. 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

The income and expenditure report is supplied to the community board to ensure clear and 
transparent use of South Wairarapa District Council funds. Funds are used to support the ordinary 
operation of the community board and provide a grant fund for the community. 

The terms of reference for South Wairarapa District Council Community Boards outlines in section 4: 
Delegations the provision of the following: 

South Wairarapa community boards have the following powers of delegations: 

The delegation for discretionary spend on projects and community grants. 

https://swdc.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/TOR-Community-Boards-19-22-final.pdf
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In section 5: Responsibilities “They control local funds for making grants to individuals and groups 
for community purposes.” 

See the terms of reference for other non-financial delegations. 

DISCUSSION 

Members can request clarification of the income and expenditure report through the Advisor, 
Community Governance. 

 

Less funds not uplifted from previous Community meetings as at 28 February. 

a. FCB2022/39 – Featherston Christmas Parade – meeting 3 Aug 2022 - $16 

i. Left over funds from the 2022 Christmas Parade. 

ii. Advise a resolution to return amount to grant fund. 

b. FCB2022/31 – Flooding Events – meeting 28 Jun 2022 - $140 

i. Left over funds from preparing Featherston for Flooding. 

ii. Advise a resolution to return amount to the grant fund. 

c. FCB2022/42 – Beautification Group – meeting 29 Sep 2022 - $2,290 

i. Funds being held on behalf of Featherston Beautification Group. Funds are paid out 
by invoice as and when. Group has no bank account. 

ii. Advise funds remain as is. 

d. FCB2023/08 – Berm planting – meeting 22 Feb 2023 - $500 

i. “Allocate $500 “proof of concept fund” to support the development of a design and 
guidelines for berm planting, to be funded through the beautification fund.” Note 
that there is no longer a ‘Beautification Fund’. 

ii. Advise a resolution to return the amount to the grant fund. 

e. FCB2023/08 – Building painting – meeting 22 Feb 2023 - $500 

i. “Allocate $500 to initiate building painting on Main Street, to be funded through the 
beautification fund.” This project has not eventuated. Note that there is no longer a 
‘Beautification Fund’. 

ii. Advise a resolution to return the amount to the grant fund. 

f. FCB2023/38 – Divine River – meeting 1 Nov 2023 - $495 

i. “Approve $495 to Divine River from community development to support workshops 
and programmes for youth.” 

ii. Still under investigation. 

g. FCB2024/11 – Mulled Wine concert – meeting 7 Feb 2024 - $250 

i. Paid out in March 2025. 

h. FCB2024/17 – Flags – meeting 8 May 2024 - $394 

i. Still under investigation. 

i. FCB2024/19 – Anzac Flags – meeting 8 May 2024 - $29 
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i. Still under investigation. 

j. FCB2024/35 – Featherston Phoenix – meeting 7 Aug 2024 - $470 

i. Remainder funds for Featherston Phoenix articles. 

ii. Advise funds remain as is. 

k. FCB2025/10 – Fareham creative space – meeting 12 Feb 2025 - $863 

i. Paid out on 3 April. 

COMPLIANCE SCHEDULE 

Full consideration has been given to the provisions of the Local Government Act 2002 S77 in relation 
to decision making, in particular: 

1. A Local authority must, in the course of the decision-making process, 

a) Seek to identify all reasonably practicable options for the achievement of the objective of a 
decision; and 

b) Assess the options in terms of their advantages and disadvantages; and 

c) If any of the options identified under paragraph (a) involves a significant decision in relation 
to land or a body of water, take into account the relationship of Māori and their culture and 
traditions with their ancestral land, water sites, waahi tapu, valued flora and fauna and other 
taonga. 

2. This section is subject to Section 79 - Compliance with procedures in relation to decisions. 

Compliance requirement Staff assessment 

State the level of significance (high or low) 
of the issue or proposal as determined by 
the Council’s Significance and 
Engagement Policy 

This is a matter of low significance. 
 

State the relevant Council policies 
(external or internal), legislation, and/or 
community outcomes (as stated in the 
Long-Term Plan) that relate to this 
decision. 

This report complies with South Wairarapa District Council 
terms of reference. 
 

State the possible implications for Māori 
and how Māori have been provided with 
an opportunity to contribute to decision 
making if this decision is significant and 
relates to land and/or any body of water. 

There are no implications for Māori. 
 

Chief Financial Officer review The Chief Financial Officer has not reviewed this report. 
 

State the possible implications for health 
and safety 

There are no health and safety considerations. 

 

APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 Income & Expenditure Report period ended 28 February 2025   

https://swdc.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/A800-Significance-and-Engagement-Policy-June-2021-final.pdf
https://swdc.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/A800-Significance-and-Engagement-Policy-June-2021-final.pdf
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10.2 GRANT ACCOUNTABILITY REPORT - FEATHERSTON COMMUNITY BOARD 

Author: Robyn Ramsden, Advisor, Community Democracy 

Authoriser: Paul Gardner, Group Manager, Corporate Services 

File Number: n/a 

  

PURPOSE 

To inform councillors/members of the Featherston Community Board of the Grant Accountability 
Reports returned. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

The South Wairarapa District Council Grant Policy Kaupapa Here Tono Pūtea says in section 9. Terms 
and Conditions/Ngā ture that – “a completed funding outcomes report must be returned to 
SWDC prior to any future grant application being made.” 

On the application from the authorisation section includes an agreement from recipients that they: 

• Confirm that they will complete and return a grant accountability form within twelve months 
of the date the grant is paid out. 

• The organisation will keep receipts and a record of all expenditure for seven years. 

• Any unspent funds will be returned to SWDC. 

• All expenditure will be accounted for in the Grants and Funding Report. 

Staff are in the process of reminding previous recipients to provide accountability information on 
an updated form. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. That the Featherston Community Board receive the Grant Accountability Report. 

2. That the Featherston Community Board approve accountability reporting as a mechanism in 
the future for tracking outcomes associated with grants. 

 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

The Featherston Community Board is one of three SWDC Community Boards who can bestow grants 
to applicants. Grant applications are received via paper, pdf, email or an online form. Officers 
process the requests to the Featherston Community Board and present the information according 
to the SWDC grants policy: PI-FDT-001-Grants-Policy-June-23.pdf 

https://swdc.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/PI-FDT-001-Grants-Policy-June-23.pdf
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DISCUSSION 

Community Boards have requested grant recipients report back to them after the completion of 
project and events. It is best practice for committee that access and award grants to be confident 
that investment toward an applicant or project will deliver the intended outcome, as detailed in the 
initial application. It is also a legal requirement for charities and incorporated societies to account 
for grants received in their financial year end reporting to the relevant agency. 

This report lists grant recipients since the beginning of the current triennium in October 2022. The 
following table outlines the grants given, the due date for the accountability report and when the 
accountability was received. The returned accountability reports are attached undercover to protect 
Intellectual Privacy and Financial information. 

 

2023-24 Financial Year 

Applicant Amount 
Approved 

Due Date Date 
Received 

Mulled Wine Concerts1 $ 250  Mar-26  

Featherston MenZShed2 $ 250 Jun-25  

Nuku Ora – Run and Become3 $ 500 Mar-25  

Cobblestones Museum Trust - gutters $ 868 Jun-25 8-Jul-24 

Pae Tū Mōkai o Tauria – steel benches for Nursery $ 2,500 Jun-25  

Featherston Sports Hub – replacing fridges $ 2,500 Jun-25  

1. Mulled Wine Concerts were paid out late due to a clerical error. 

2. Featherston MenZShed have had a verbal reminder on 22 March. Have advised they are 
making one more ‘little library’ to use up the timber. 

3. Sent accountability form in word on 10 March 2025. 

 

2024-25 Financial Year 

Applicant Amount 
Approved 

Due Date Date 
Received 

Wai Wheels Team Featherston $ 600 Feb-25  

Kuranui College – Kapahaka $ 1,000 Sep-25  

Nuku Ora $ 1,000 Sep-25  

Lady Featherston’s Ball $1,500 Sep-25  

Courage Dear heart $ 2,000 Sep-25  

Featherston Community Centre Charitable Trust $ 7,000 Dec-25  

Featherston Bowling Club $ 500 Jan-26  

SPCA Masterton $ 500 Dec-26  

Featherston’s Own Charitable Trust $ 1,000 Dec-26  
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Featherston Toy Library $ 1,500 Mar-26  

Pae Tū Mōkai Pride $ 2,600 Mar-26  

Mulled Wine Concerts $ 500 Mar-26  

Fareham Creative Space – kiln $ 868 Apr-26  

Pae Tū Mōkai o Tauria $ 3,000 Apr-26  

 

COMPLIANCE SCHEDULE 

Full consideration has been given to the provisions of the Local Government Act 2002 S77 in relation 
to decision making, in particular: 

1. A Local authority must, in the course of the decision-making process, 

a) Seek to identify all reasonably practicable options for the achievement of the objective of a 
decision; and 

b) Assess the options in terms of their advantages and disadvantages; and 

c) If any of the options identified under paragraph (a) involves a significant decision in relation 
to land or a body of water, take into account the relationship of Māori and their culture and 
traditions with their ancestral land, water sites, waahi tapu, valued flora and fauna and other 
taonga. 

2. This section is subject to Section 79 - Compliance with procedures in relation to decisions. 

Compliance requirement Staff assessment 

State the level of significance (high or low) 
of the issue or proposal as determined by 
the Council’s Significance and 
Engagement Policy 

This is a matter of low significance. 
 

State the relevant Council policies 
(external or internal), legislation, and/or 
community outcomes (as stated in the 
Long Term Plan) that relate to this 
decision. 

This report complies with the Grant Policy. 
 

State the possible implications for Māori 
and how Māori have been provided with 
an opportunity to contribute to decision 
making if this decision is significant and 
relates to land and/or any body of water. 

There are no implications for Māori. 
 

Chief Financial Officer review The Chief Financial Officer has not reviewed this report. 
 

State the possible implications for health 
and safety 

None. 

 

APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 Cobblestones Museum Trust - Under Separate Cover   

https://swdc.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/A800-Significance-and-Engagement-Policy-June-2021-final.pdf
https://swdc.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/A800-Significance-and-Engagement-Policy-June-2021-final.pdf
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10.3 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT REPORT 

Author: Robyn Ramsden, Community Democracy Advisor 

Authoriser: Paul Gardner, Group Manager, Corporate Services 

File Number: n/a 

  

PURPOSE 

To inform members of grant applications. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

• The Featherston Community Board has received two applications for financial support. 

• This report presents the board with applications received requesting a grant. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. That the Featherston Community Board receive the Financial Assistance Report.  

2. That the Featherston Community Board consider the application from Steffen Kreft for $ 500 
to support purchasing materials from the Community Development Grant Fund. 

3. That the Featherston Community Board consider the application from Bower & Book for $ 
295.17 to support Drop in Letterpress printing/fundraiser from the Community 
Development Grant Fund. 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

The Board has delegated authority to make financial decisions within the confines of the allocated 
and available budget and the Board operates its grant fund in accordance with the Council’s Grants 
Policy. Community boards are allocated funding for grants through the Long-Term Plan/Annual Plan. 
The current funding amount is available on the Income & Expenditure Statement. 

DISCUSSION 

Under the current Grants Policy, the key eligibility criteria for Community Board grants are as 
follows: 

• Non-profit community organisations with a formed legal structure or a group of individuals who 
have come together for a common purpose but who do not have a legal structure may apply. 

• The applicant does not need to be based in the South Wairarapa or the ward from where the 
funds are being sought but the applicant must be able to demonstrate that the activity benefits 
the ward where the funds are being sought. 

The following applicants have been assessed in accordance with the grant criteria:  

 

1. Application from Steffen Kreft 
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The application from Steffen Kreft meets the criteria for funding. They have also applied to the 
Greytown Community board for the same work. Advice from staff is that this grant be assessed 
depending on success from the Greytown Community Board meeting on 2 April. The applicant has 
no outstanding accountability reports.  

 

2. Application from Bower & Book 

The application from Bower & Book meets the criteria for funding. The application was late but the 
Chair of the Featherston Community Board requested it be included. The product of this workshop 
is part of a fundraiser. They have no outstanding accountability reports. 

 

 

Noting that where applicants have provided confidential information, such as the organisations 
income and expenditure information, this will be provided to members in confidence. 

OPTIONS 

The Featherston Community Board may consider applications that do not meet the funding criteria. 
The options available to the Board are to approve, approve with conditions, request further 
information from the applicant or decline.  

CONSIDERATIONS 

Financial 

The Featherston Grant Fund and Community Development Fund was allocated to the Community 
Boards from the Council’s Enhanced Annual Plan process. Therefore, the delegation for decision 
making is with the Featherston Community Board and has no further impact on the Council’s 
AP/LTP, OPEX/CAPEX, rating impact or procurement process.  

Climate Change 

Applicants are not currently required to indicate positive, neutral or negative effects on climate 
change. The application form will be updated to indicatively reflect these results for elected member 
to consider as part of future decision making.  

 

COMPLIANCE SCHEDULE 

Full consideration has been given to the provisions of the Local Government Act 2002 S77 in relation 
to decision making, in particular: 

1. A Local authority must, in the course of the decision-making process, 

a) Seek to identify all reasonably practicable options for the achievement of the objective of a 
decision; and 

b) Assess the options in terms of their advantages and disadvantages; and 

c) If any of the options identified under paragraph (a) involves a significant decision in relation 
to land or a body of water, take into account the relationship of Māori and their culture and 
traditions with their ancestral land, water sites, waahi tapu, valued flora and fauna and other 
taonga. 
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2. This section is subject to Section 79 - Compliance with procedures in relation to decisions. 

Compliance requirement Staff assessment 

State the level of significance (high or low) 
of the issue or proposal as determined by 
the Council’s Significance and 
Engagement Policy 

This is a matter of no significance. 
 

State the relevant Council policies 
(external or internal), legislation, and/or 
community outcomes (as stated in the 
Long Term Plan) that relate to this 
decision. 

This report complies with Grant Policy. 
 

State the possible implications for Māori 
and how Māori have been provided with 
an opportunity to contribute to decision 
making if this decision is significant and 
relates to land and/or any body of water. 

There are no implications for Māori. 
 

Chief Financial Officer review The Chief Financial Officer has not reviewed this report. 
 

State the possible implications for health 
and safety 

None 

 

APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 Steffen Kreft - coversheet   

Appendix 2 Steffen Kreft - application - Under Separate Cover   

Appendix 3 Bower & Book - coversheet   

Appendix 4 Bower & Book - application - Under Separate Cover   
  

https://swdc.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/A800-Significance-and-Engagement-Policy-June-2021-final.pdf
https://swdc.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/A800-Significance-and-Engagement-Policy-June-2021-final.pdf
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11 INFORMATION REPORTS FROM CHIEF EXECUTIVE AND STAFF 

11.1 LOCAL BODY ELECTIONS 2025 

Author: Nicki Ansell, Lead Advisor, Policy & Projects 

Authoriser: Paul Gardner, Group Manager, Corporate Services 

File Number: N/A 

  

PURPOSE 

To inform the Featherston Community Board on the preparations for the local body elections in 
October 2025. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report provides information on the upcoming Local Body Elections 2025, highlights key dates, 
planning and how this will be managed leading up to the election. 

BACKGROUND 

Local government elections are to be held 11 October 2025 in accordance with the Local Electoral 
Act 2001. 

Council has already resolved in August 2023 to use First Past the Post (FPP) as the voting method 
for the 2025 election. 

DISCUSSION 

Election 2025 

The declaration of the Deputy Electoral Officers and other officials is undertaken around February 
25 and can be altered (if required) during the year. 

Council must resolve by 30 June at the latest, how they wish their candidates to be ordered on the 
voting paper.  If a resolution isn’t made, the candidate order must be alphabetical. In 2016 SWDC 
used alphabetical, in 2019 pseudo random and in 2022, random.  A decision paper is currently 
scheduled for the Council 30 April 25 for order of candidates.  

Candidate nominations open 1 July and close midday 1 August and voting opens 9 September 
2025. 
The official pre-election period will begin on 11 July 2025 under section 104 of the Local Electoral 
Act 2001. 
 
Some key dates during 2025 are: 

• Check you are enrolled to vote 
Now until 1 August 2025 

• Consider being a candidate 
Now until 1 July 2025 

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2001/0035/latest/DLM93301.html#DLM5324005
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2001/0035/latest/DLM93301.html#DLM5324005
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• Appointment of the deputy electoral officer and other officials 
    February 2025 
• Ratepayer Roll Enrolment Confirmation Letters and Forms sent to existing ratepayers. 

   Posted 28 March 2025 

• Council decision on the order of candidates’ names on voting forms 
30 April 2025 

• Pre-election Period starts 
11 July 2025 

• Pre-election report published by the Chief Executive 
Before 18 July 2025 

• Public notice of the election calling for nominations  
No later than 10 July 2025 

• Candidate nominations open  
4 July 2025  
Noted: Candidates to be provided with an information pack and a seminar early July when 
nominations open. 

• Candidate nominations close (12 noon) 
1 August 2025 

• Candidates announced 
8 August 2025 

• Final electoral roll certified by Electoral Officer 
5 September 2025 

• Voting papers sent to enrolled voters 
9 September - 22 September 2025 

• Voting opens 
9 September - 11 October 2025 

• Interim Delegation to the CE – report to Council 
8 October 2025 

• Voting closes (12 noon) 
11 October 2025 

• Progress and preliminary results published 
11 October 2025 

• Final results announced 
14 October - 17 October 2025 

The Induction of new candidates will be completed as soon as practical after the results are 
announced. 

The inaugural council meeting will take in late October (date to be confirmed). 

New Council 

Officers have started planning the new Council programme to commence immediately following the 
elections, including the inaugural meeting, training, and induction processes. There will be an 
opportunity for Councillors to provide input into this induction planning. Having the input of 
Councillors who were elected at the last election for the first time will be especially valuable to 
ensure the induction best meets the needs any new elected representative. 

APPENDICES 

Nil 
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11.2 ACTION ITEMS REPORT 

Author: Robyn Ramsden, Community Democracy Advisor 

Authoriser: Paul Gardner, Group Manager, Corporate Services 

File Number: n/a 

  

PURPOSE 

To present the Featherston Community Board with updates on actions and resolutions to 25 March 
2025. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

• Action items from recent meetings are presented to the Featherston Community Board for 
information. The Chair may ask Council officers for comments and all members may ask 
Council officers for clarification and information through the Chair. 

• If the action has been completed between meetings it will be shown as ‘actioned’ for one 
meeting and then will remain in a master register but no longer reported on. 

 

 

 

APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 Action items as of 25 March 2025   
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12 MEMBER REPORTS 

12.1 NOTICE OF MOTION - JOHN DENNISON 

File Number: n/a 

  

I, John Dennison, give notice that at the next Meeting of Featherston Community Board to be held 
on 9 April 2025, I intend to move the following motion: 

 

MOTION 

1. That the Featherston Community Board receive the members report on Verge Planting. 

2. Recommend that the Featherston Community Board refer this report to the Strategy 
Working Committee for their consideration at their next scheduled meeting and any 
subsequent action. 

 

 
REPORT 

Proposed Item for Strategy Working Committee on Verge Planting 

1.Purpose 

To present the committee with a suggested verge planting policy. 

2. Executive Summary 

The committee is presented with the Wellington City Council policy on verge planting and web 
page which explains the process. 

3. Recommendations 

That the committee instructs officers to develop a similar Verges Policy. 

4. Explanation 

Featherston Community Board has identified that there is a desire amongst householders to introduce 
native plants along the verges outside their homes. This is an opportunity to replace the grass monoculture 
with more biodiverse native vegetation. 

Wellington City Council have been operating a successful scheme where householders are provided with 
native plants at no cost from their Berhampore nursery (see appendices i & ii). These may be planted on 
verges or reserves close to where they live. The vegetation is to be kept clear of the footpath so as not to 
restrict access or visibility for pedestrians or motorists. Plants are selected that do not spread or grow so 
tall as to be unlikely to create such an issue. 

It is suggested that a policy could be developed for South Wairarapa District Council encouraging 
the planting of vegetation on SWDC owned berms from the list of native plants recommended by 
He Kōtare Plant Nursery (Appendix iv) to replace the Council’s existing Urban Tree Planting Policy 
(2015) which has been restrictive rather than permissive in its intent. It would be needed to be 
understood that access and visibility must not be obstructed and that the Council and its 
contractors when maintaining services etc may need to dig where planting has taken placed.  
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Members are asked to request officers to develop a similar policy for approval. 

 

5. Appendices 

i. Excerpt from WCC’s Verges Policy  

ii WCC webpage explaining verge planting 

iii Native plants suitable for verge planting. 

 

i. Excerpt from WCC Verges Policy 

4.1 Road Reserve Free Shrubs may be planted by residents on road reserve for the purpose of 
beautification and to assist residents with the maintenance of the area adjoining their property. 
The planting of road reserve may only be carried out with the approval of the Parks and Gardens 
Unit. New planting should be of a type, and location, that will not cause future problems. 

Wellington City Council – Verges Policy 

 

ii. Wellington City Council website for verge planting. 

Plants for volunteer roadside and reserve planting 

The Council can provide native plants for residents to plant on their neighbourhood roadsides  

and reserves. 

Apply online 

Who can apply 

The Council’s Road Reserve scheme is open to residents who would like free native plants to plant 
on their neighbourhood roadsides and reserves. This helps the community as well as our 
restorative efforts to increase biodiversity in the Wellington region. 

Steps to apply  

1. Choose a suitable planting site 

Road reserves and verges 

You can volunteer to plant on your local road reserve – the area between a property boundary and 
the road. Find out about Roadside vegetation – who is responsible for what. 

See the aerial map of your property to find your road reserves and boundaries – use our property 
search. 

Council reserve land 

If your property connects to a public park or reserve, this may be an area where you can plant. 

Environmental community groups often run restoration projects in these areas. Check to see if 
planting is already underway in your area before starting something independent. 

Planting restrictions 

Planting must be under 1.5 metres if under powerlines or near bridge structures. 

You cannot plant on a property that is for sale. 

https://wellington.govt.nz/-/media/your-council/plans-policies-and-bylaws/plans-and-policies/a-to-z/verges/files/verges.pdf?la=en&hash=E09E7DFD577A13020718ACC143066AE8129946E6
https://forms.wellington.govt.nz/s3/Free-plants-for-residents
https://wellington.govt.nz/services/environment-and-waste/environment/tree-and-plant-services/roadside-vegetation-who-is-responsible-for-what
https://wellington.govt.nz/services/rates-and-property/property/property-search
https://wellington.govt.nz/services/rates-and-property/property/property-search
http://wellington.govt.nz/services/environment-and-waste/environment/what-you-can-do-for-the-environment/volunteer-outdoors/environmental-community-groups
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2. Estimate how many plants you need 

Assess your area to decide how many plants you would ideally like to receive. 

Most applicants receive between 10 and 20 plants. Some who are restoring heavily weeded areas, 
planting beside a stream, or stabilising a bank can receive up to 30 plants. 

The general rule for planting is one plant per square metre, to allow room for growth. 

3. Prepare your planting site 

Before planting, the area must be be appropriately trimmed back and weeded. 

Weeding is a patience game but it's worth the wait. Some weeds grow back and will take several 
removals which will affect your re-planting timeline. 

Find out about weeds and re-planting wait-times: Weedbusters 

4. Apply online 

Applications open in February and remain open for approximately six weeks or until we reach 
capacity. 

You can apply for Road Reserve each year if you have space for more plants – there are no 
restrictions on the number of years you've applied. 

 

Wellington City Council – Roadside vegetation – who is responsible for what. 

 

iii. Native Plant List for Berms 

 

Low growing species- under 60 cm 

Carex comans 

Carex 'raotest' 

Carex albula 

Carex testacea 

Miniature flaxes 

Nz Blueberry- Turutu Dianella nigra 

Chatham Island Forget Me Not, Myosotidium hortensia 

 

Hebe- 

Hebe 'emerald green' 

Hebe 'karo golden esk' 

Various others under 50cm 

Hebe Hulkeana NZ Lilac  

 

NZ iris Libertia grandiflora 

https://www.weedbusters.org.nz/weed-information/weed-list/
https://wellington.govt.nz/climate-change-sustainability-environment/environment/tree-and-plant-services/roadside-vegetation-who-is-responsible-for-what
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Ground covers 

Piripiri- Acaena spp. Bidibidi 

Pinatoro- NZ Daphne (Pimelea prostrata 

Coastal Astelia, Astelia banksii 

Various Coprosma ground covers 

 

Trees- trimmed of growth lower than 1.2m and staked 

Kowhai- Sophora microphylla, (weeping kowhai) 

Sophora teptraptera (large leaf kowhai) 

Manuka Leptospermum scoparium 

Tarata- Pittosporum eugenioides, (Lemonwood) 

Kohuhu - Pittosporum tenuifolium 

 

Note: the SWDC Urban Tree Policy is attached for your reference. 

APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 SWDC Urban Tree Policy   
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13 KARAKIA WHAKAMUTUNGA – CLOSING 

Kua mutu ā mātou mahi  
Mō tēnei wā  
Manaakitia mai mātou katoa 
O mātou hoa  
O mātou whānau  
Aio ki te Aorangi 
 
Our work is finished  
For the moment  
Blessing upon us all  
Our friends  
Our families  
Peace to the Universe 
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