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Submission to South Wairarapa District 

Council 2016/17 Annual Plan 
 

From: Connecting Communities Wairarapa  
 
Connecting Communities Wairarapa Youth Development Coordinator facilitates the 
Wairarapa Youth Council which is a group of like minded young people who meet fortnightly, 
talk about youth related topics, plan youth events and draw representation from the 
Wairarapa region.  These discussions inform Wairarapa District Councils of the youth voice 
and their aspirations for what happens in their communities.  These discussions are wide 
ranging and can also be at Councils request.  The Wairarapa Youth Council has been 
successful in running regional & local events such as Youth Concerts, Speak Out 
Conferences, Youth Week events, Youth Council Conferences, Youth Awards and much 
more. A key feature of the Youth Council is that youth have a great opportunity to learn and 
understand local government. The Youth Council is currently made up of 17 members, 11 
from Masterton, 4 from Carterton and 2 from South Wairarapa.  Anyone aged 12-24 can apply 
and we are always looking for people who can represent the different viewpoints and diversity 
of Wairarapa youth, who have an interest in Wairarapa and Youth topics.  
The Youth Development Coordinator supports the young people in the running of the Youth 
Council and the events they undertake.  
 
Wairarapa Youth Council 
We seek support from your Council to continue this important stream of work with the 
Wairarapa Youth Council that helps Council meet its long-term objectives. 
Suggested funding sought: 
SWDC funding: $2500 
 
Wairarapa Youth Awards 
In 2015 the second Wairarapa Youth Awards ceremony was hosted by Youth Council and 
held in the Southern Wairarapa.  These Awards enable each Local Authority to celebrate the 
success and unique achievements of their Youth. It has been agreed that this ceremony be 
held annually with each Local Authority hosting in turn.  
Funding required for this project is $6000 with each Local Authority contributing $2000. 
SWDC funding: $2000 
 
Junior Neighbourhood Support  
Junior Neighbourhood Support is a programme designed for primary aged children years 1 to 
8 that promotes a sense of pride, safety and community spirit in children, their schools and 
their wider community. 
It has been operating in Wairarapa since 2012 with 9 schools involved and many more 
requesting involvement. Currently we have two in Featherston with at least 2 more engaged 
and requesting the programme from the South Wairarapa Region.  
This has been supported by MDC which has 5 schools engaged. 
We are seeking commitment to ensure ongoing support and further rollout of this programme. 
Funding sought for this initiative is: 
SWDC funding: $1500 (8 full primary) 
 
South Wairarapa Neighbourhood Support 
Neighbourhood Support aims to make our homes, streets, neighbourhoods and communities 
safer and more caring places in which to live.  Strong neighbourhoods are also resilient in 
times of adversity. 
Effective Neighbourhood Support across Wairarapa offers the opportunity for a cohesive 
response to a region wide civil emergency and this will be demonstrated by the strength of the 
relationship among the groups in each territorial authority area and the relationship between 
those areas.  
This region is confined by physical constraints and in the event of a major civil emergency, a 
positive response will be dependent on the resilience of its people.  Neighbourhood Support 
offers each region within the Wairarapa an opportunity to develop closer ties among the 
people in its region and enhanced understanding of the challenges and strengths of each 
region.  
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Each territorial authority includes security and well-being for its people among its desired 
outcomes. Neighbourhood Support is a proven vehicle for delivery of these outcomes.   
 
The Featherston Neighbourhood Support Coordinator has been a real success story. We are 
now creating a paid position of 9 hours per week to cover the whole of the Southern 
Wairarapa. The Coordinator will be required to attend the South Wairarapa six weekly 
Community Safety & Resilience Working Party and attend Community Board meetings at their 
request. 
 
Funding sought to meet all operational expenses: 
SWDC funding:   $14,000 
 
The total amount submitted to South Wairarapa District Council for 
funding is $20,000. 
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