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1 FOREWORD     
 

This bylaw draws from the New Zealand Standard NZS9201:1999 - Part 12 
Dog Control Bylaw. NZS9201 series are model bylaws covering various 
matters under local authority jurisdiction. Local authorities are empowered 

under the Local Government Act 2002 to make bylaws. 
 
                                                                                         

2 GENERAL  
 

2.1 Short Title 

 

i) This Bylaw may be cited as the South Wairarapa District 
Council Control of Dogs Bylaw 2013. 

 
ii) This Bylaw repeals all existing South Wairarapa District 

Council control of dogs’ bylaws.  
 

2.2 Commencement 
 

This Bylaw shall come into force on the 1st of October 2013. 
 

 

3 SCOPE 
 

The purpose of this bylaw is to set standards and controls that must be 
observed by dog owners.  It concerns matters such as dogs in public places, 

wandering dogs, ownership of more than one dog, and nuisances caused by 
dogs. 
 

 

4   INTERPRETATION        
 
4.1  

In this Bylaw unless the context otherwise requires: 
 
Control Means that the dog is not causing a nuisance or danger and 

that the person in charge of the dog has the dog under 
continuous surveillance and is able to obtain an immediate and 
desired response from the dog by use of a leash, voice 
commands, hand signals, whistles or other effective means. 

Disability 
Assist Dog 

Means the same as that specified in the Dog Control Act 1996 
and includes a dog certified by one of the following 

organisations as being a dog trained to assist (or as being a dog 
in training to assist) a person with a disability: 

a. Hearing Dog for Deaf People of New Zealand 
b. Mobility Assistance Dogs Trust 

c. New Zealand Epilepsy Assist Dogs Trust 
d. Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind 
e. Top Dog Companion Trust 
f. An organisation specified in an Order in Council made 

under section 78D of the Dog Control Act 1996. 
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Dog Owner Means owner as defined in section 2 of the Dog Control Act 

1996 and includes every person who: 
a. Owns the dog; or 

b. Has the dog in his or her possession, whether the dog is 
at large or in confinement, otherwise than for a period 
not exceeding 72 hours for the purpose of preventing 
the dog causing injury, damage, or distress, or for the 
sole purpose of restoring a lost dog to its owner; or 

c. The parent or guardian of a person under the age of 16 

years who: 
 Is the owner of the dog pursuant to paragraph 

(a) or paragraph (b) of this definition; and 
 Is a member of the parent or guardian’s 

household and dependent on the parent or 
guardian; but does not include any person who 
has seized or taken custody of the dog under 

this Act or the Animal Welfare Act 1999 or the 
National Parks Act 1980 or the Conservation Act 

1987 or any order made under this Act or the 
Animal Welfare Act 1999.  

On a Leash  Means that the dog is kept under control by means of a leash, 
lead or chain which is secured or is held by a person so that the 

dog cannot break loose. 

Public Place Means public place as defined in section 2 of the Dog Control 
Act 1996 and includes: 

a. A place that, at any material time, is open to or is being 
used by the public, whether free or on payment of a 

charge, and whether any owner or occupier of the place 
is lawfully entitled to exclude or effect any person from 
that place; and 

b. Includes any aircraft, hovership, ship or ferry or other 
vessel, train, or vehicle carrying or available to carry 
passengers for reward. 

Reserve Means: 
a. Any land vested in the Council and declared as a 

reserve by resolution of the Council, under section 14 of 
the Reserves Act 1977; or 

b. Any park, domain or recreation area under the control 
or ownership of the Council; or 

c. Any reserve, park or recreation area under the control 
or management of the South Wairarapa District Council. 

Urban Area Means the area contained within any area zoned urban in the 
Wairarapa Combined District Plan unless otherwise stated. 

Working Dog Means the same as that in section 2 of the Dog Control Act 

1996 and includes: 

(a) any disability assist dog: 

(b) any dog— 

i) kept by the Police or any constable, the New 

Zealand Customs Service, the Ministry of 

Agriculture and Forestry, the Ministry of 

Fisheries, or the Ministry of Defence, or any 

officer or employee of any such department 

of State solely or principally for the purposes 

of carrying out the functions, powers, and 

duties of the Police or the department of 

State or that constable, officer, or employee; 

or 
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ii) kept solely or principally for the purposes of 

herding or driving stock; or 
iii) kept by the Department of Conservation or 

any officer or employee of that department 

solely or principally for the purposes of 

carrying out the functions, duties, and 

powers of that department; or 
iv) kept solely or principally for the purposes of 

destroying pests or pest agents under any 

pest management plan under the Biosecurity 

Act 1993; or 
iva) kept by the Department of Corrections or any 

officer or employee of that department solely 

or principally for the purposes of carrying out 

the functions, duties, and powers of that 

department; or 
ivb) kept by the Aviation Security Service 

established under section 72B(2)(ca) of the 

Civil Aviation Act 1990, or any officer or 

employee of that service solely or principally 

for the purposes of carrying out the 

functions, duties, and powers of that service; 

or 
ivc) certified for use by the Director of Civil 

Defence Emergency Management for the 

purposes of carrying out the functions, 

duties, and powers conferred by the Civil 

Defence Emergency Management Act 2002; 

or 
v) owned by a property guard as defined in 

section 9 of the Private Security Personnel 

and Private Investigators Act 2010 or a 

property guard employee as defined in 

section 17 of that Act, and kept solely or 

principally for the purpose of doing the things 

specified in section 9(1)(a) to (c) of that Act; 

or 
vi) declared by resolution of the territorial 

authority to be a working dog for the 

purposes of this Act, or any dog of a class so 

declared by the authority, being a dog owned 

by any class of persons specified in the 

resolution and kept solely or principally for 

the purposes specified in the resolution. 
 

4.2   

Interpretations shall be as set out in the Dog Control Act 1996.   
  

http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1996/0013/latest/link.aspx?search=ts_act%40bill%40regulation%40deemedreg_Dog+control_resel_25_a&p=1&id=DLM314622
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1996/0013/latest/link.aspx?search=ts_act%40bill%40regulation%40deemedreg_Dog+control_resel_25_a&p=1&id=DLM314622
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1996/0013/latest/link.aspx?search=ts_act%40bill%40regulation%40deemedreg_Dog+control_resel_25_a&p=1&id=DLM217197
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1996/0013/latest/link.aspx?search=ts_act%40bill%40regulation%40deemedreg_Dog+control_resel_25_a&p=1&id=DLM149788
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1996/0013/latest/link.aspx?search=ts_act%40bill%40regulation%40deemedreg_Dog+control_resel_25_a&p=1&id=DLM149788
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1996/0013/latest/link.aspx?search=ts_act%40bill%40regulation%40deemedreg_Dog+control_resel_25_a&p=1&id=DLM1594505
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1996/0013/latest/link.aspx?search=ts_act%40bill%40regulation%40deemedreg_Dog+control_resel_25_a&p=1&id=DLM2840721
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1996/0013/latest/link.aspx?search=ts_act%40bill%40regulation%40deemedreg_Dog+control_resel_25_a&p=1&id=DLM1594505
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5 DOGS TO BE UNDER CONTROL AT ALL TIMES 
 

The owner, or any person in charge or having control of any dog, shall keep 
such dog securely tied up or otherwise effectively confined or under his or 
her direct control in the areas controlled by Council. 

 
 

6 SHELTER 
 

Every owner of a dog shall ensure that the dog is provided with adequate 
shelter and that no suffering is caused to the dog by the manner of the 

shelter. 
 

i) Kennels are to be provided on a hard surface, provide shelter from 

the elements and be free from dampness. 
 

ii) Kennels are to be kept in a clean condition.  
 
iii) No owner of any dog shall allow a dog to be kept beneath the floor 

of any building.  

  
 

7 DOG WELFARE  
  

The occupier of any premise on which a dog is kept shall take all reasonable 
steps to: 
 

i) Ensure that the dog receives proper care and attention and is 
supplied with proper and sufficient food, water and shelter. 

 
ii) Ensure that the dog receives adequate exercise. 

  

  

8 DISTANCE FROM ADJOINING PROPERTIES  
 
No person shall confine, tie up or accommodate any dog on any land so that 

the dog is confined, tied up, or accommodated within a distance of two 
metres from the boundary of any adjoining land or premises.  Council may 

grant an exemption where it is satisfied that the dog can be kept on the 
premise without any adverse effect.  

 

 

9 AREAS WHERE DOGS ARE PROHIBITED AND AREAS 

WHERE DOGS MUST BE ON A LEASH 
 

9.1  
The owner of a dog shall not cause or permit the dog to enter or remain in 

or on any part of any street or public place designated as a prohibited area 
in Schedule A.  
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9.2 
The owner of a dog shall not cause or permit the dog to enter or remain in 
or on any part of any street or public place unless the dog is being carried in 

a vehicle or is at all times on a leash. 
 

9.3 
In all public places, other than those in which dogs are prohibited, dogs 
must be under continuous control and supervision of a responsible person 

over the age of 12 years. 
 

9.4  
Nothing in clause 9 of this bylaw shall apply to:  

 

i) a working dog while it is working. 
 

ii) any dog which is confined completely within a vehicle or cage. 
 
iii) any dog taking part in an organised event, such as a dog show or 

dog training seminar, which has Council approval. 

 
 

10 DOG EXERCISE AREAS 
 

10.1  

The Council may, by resolution, designate ―dog exercise areas‖.    
 

10.2  
Providing the dog is kept under control at all times, a dog owner may 
exercise his or her dog without it being on a leash in any area designated as 

a dog exercise area in Schedule B. 
 

 

11 SEIZURE OF DOGS NOT UNDER CONTINUOUS 

CONTROL 
 

Any dog entering or remaining on any public place within the district 
controlled by Council, not being led by a chain, strap, or other efficient or 
effective contrivance as required by clause 9.2 hereof or without being kept 

under continuous control as required by clause 9.3 hereof may be seized 
and impounded by any person duly authorised by the Council. 

 
 

12 SEIZURE OF DOGS ROAMING 
 

Any dog found at large in any public place at any time in breach of clause 9 
hereof, whether or not it is wearing a collar having the proper registration 
tag thereon or attached thereto as required by the Act, may be seized and 

impounded by any person duly authorised by the Council. 
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13 IMPOUNDING AND SUBSEQUENT DISPOSAL OF 

DOGS 
 
13.1  

The impounding of any dog pursuant to this bylaw, the payment of fees, 
and the subsequent disposal of any dog so impounded, shall be determined 

by the provisions of the Dog Control Act 1996. 
 
13.2  

As soon as practicable after any dog has been impounded, Council shall, in 
the case of a dog wearing a current registration label or disc or where the 

owner of the dog is known through other means, make contact with the 
owner.  The dog so impounded will be released to the owner upon the 
owner paying to the Council the fees for the sustenance of the dog and 

impounding fees as set by resolution of Council. 

 
   

14 DOGS CAUSING OR BECOMING A NUISANCE OR 

INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 
 

14.1 
The owner of the dog, or owner or occupier of any premises where any dog 

or dogs are customarily kept, shall take adequate precaution to prevent the 
dog or dogs, or the keeping thereof, from becoming a nuisance or injurious 
to health.  

 
14.2 

If in the opinion of the Council the dog or dogs, or the keeping thereof on 
premises, has become or is likely to become a nuisance or injurious to 
health, the Council, or any person duly authorised on that behalf by the 

Council may, by notice in writing, require the owner or occupier of the 
premises within a time specified in such notice to do all or any of the 

following:  
 

i) Reduce the number of dogs kept on the premises. 
 

ii) Construct, alter, reconstruct or otherwise improve the kennels 

or buildings or fencing used to house or contain such dog or 
dogs. 

 
iii) Require such dog or dogs to be tied up or otherwise confined. 
 

iv) Take such other action as the Council deems necessary to 
minimise or remove the likelihood of nuisance or injury to 

health. 
 
14.3 

Any person to whom notice is given under the preceding provisions of this 
clause who fails to comply with such notice within the time therein specified 

shall be guilty of an offence under this bylaw. 
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15 BARKING DOGS 
 

No owner of any dog in the District or owner, or occupier of any premises 
shall suffer or permit such dog to bark in such a manner or for such a 
period as to cause a nuisance, be offensive or likely to be injurious to 

health. 
 

 

16 DOGS FOULING PUBLIC AREAS 
 

Where any dog defecates in any public place or on land or premises other 

than that occupied by the owner of the dog, that owner must remove the 
faeces forthwith and dispose of it in a way that does not cause a nuisance. 
 

 

17 DISEASED DOGS 
 

No person owning or having control or charge of any diseased dog shall 

take the dog or permit or suffer the dog to enter or remain in any public 
place or wander free and at large. 
 

 

18 BITCHES ON HEAT 
 

18.1 

The owner of a bitch in season must keep it confined to the premises within 
a dog-proof enclosure for the duration of her oestrus cycle. 

 
18.2 
A dog so confined shall be regularly exercised. 

 
 

19 LIMITATION AS TO NUMBER OF DOGS ALLOWED   
 

19.1 
No owner or occupier of any urban property shall allow more than two dogs 
over the age of three months to be kept on that property for more than 

fourteen days. 
 

19.2 
The owner of a dog, or the owner or occupier of the land or premise, may 
apply to Council for a permit to keep more than two dogs on any urban 

property. 
 

19.3 
If Council considers that more than two dogs can be kept on the property 

without adverse effect, a fee may be charged by the Council for the permit 
in accordance with Section 150 of the Local Government Act 2002. 
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19.4 
A permit granted pursuant to clause 19.2 may be issued subject to such 
conditions as the Council considers appropriate to prevent adverse effects.  

Any breach of the conditions of any permit shall entitle the Council to 
withdraw the permit. 

 
 

20 OWNERS OF MENACING DOGS  
 
20.1 

Dogs classified as menacing by behaviour shall be required to be neutered. 
 

20.2 
All dogs classified as menacing by breed shall be required to be neutered.

  
 

21 CONVICTION & FINES 
 

Every person commits an offence who does anything prohibited under this 

bylaw or who fails, refuses or neglects to do anything to be done, according 
to this bylaw, and is liable to:   

 
i) The penalty provisions of section 242 Local Government Act 

2002; or 

 
ii) Any other penalty pursuant to the Dog Control Act 1996; or 

 
iii) Be served with an infringement notice pursuant to section 66 of 

the Dog Control Act 1996. 

 
 

22 POWER TO AMEND BY RESOLUTION 

 
The Council may from time to time by resolution publicly notified: 

 

i) Add schedules. 

 

ii) Make additions or deletions from the schedules. 

 

iii) Substitute new schedules. 
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SCHEDULE A – AREAS WHERE DOGS ARE PROHIBITED 
(Except in a vehicle) 

 
i) Any public building or public place, including any library 

building, swimming pool, recreation centre, under the control 

or management of the Council. 
 

ii) Any area developed or marked out as a sports field (not 
including any spectator area) during sporting events, or any 
outdoor court, skateboard park or cycle park. 

 
iii) On any area that is developed or marked out as a playground 

or contains children’s play equipment. 
 

iv) Any cemetery. 
 

v) Within the camping areas listed in Schedule 2 or within the Te 

Awaiti area described in Schedule 1 of the South Wairarapa 
District Council Bylaw for Camping in Coastal Areas 2009. 
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SCHEDULE B - DOG EXERCISE AREAS 
(Areas where a dog may be exercised off leash) 

 
i) Roberts Street Road Reserve (between Weld Street and Ferry 

Road) Martinborough. 

 
ii) Corner Johnston Street and Harrison Street West, Featherston 

(Part Sec 123 Featherston Suburban). 
 
iii) Proposed area: Southern end of Cotter Street, Greytown (Lot 25 

DP 455345, Pt Lot 4 DP 1187 and Sec 123 Moroa District). 
 

  

 


