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1 KARAKIA TIMATANGA – OPENING 

Kia hora te marino  
Kia whakapapa pounamu te moana  
Hei huarahi mā tātou i te rangi nei  
Aroha atu, aroha mai  
Tātou i ā tātou katoa  
Hui ē! Tāiki ē! 
 
May peace be widespread  
May the seas be like greenstone  
A pathway for us all this day  
Let us show respect for each other  
For one another  
Bind us all together! 

2 APOLOGIES 

3 CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

4 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND TRIBUTES 

5 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

6 URGENT BUSINESS  
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7 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

7.1 MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 18 DECEMBER 2024 

Author: Amy Andersen, Lead Advisor, Democracy and Committees 

Authoriser: Janice Smith, Chief Executive Officer 

File Number: N/A 

  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. That the minutes of the Extraordinary Council meeting held on 18 December 2024 are 
confirmed as a true and correct record. 

 

 

APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 Minutes of the Extraordinary Council Meeting held on 18 December 2024   
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   MINUTES OF SOUTH WAIRARAPA DISTRICT COUNCIL 
EXTRAORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE SUPPER ROOM, WAIHINGA CENTRE, TEXAS STREET, MARTINBOROUGH 
ON WEDNESDAY, 18 DECEMBER 2024 AT 9:00 AM 

 

PRESENT: Mayor Martin Connelly (Chair), Deputy Mayor Melissa Sadler-Futter, 
Cr Martin Bosley, Cr Aidan Ellims, Cr Rebecca Gray (via Teams, from 
9:02am), Cr Pip Maynard, Cr Kaye McAulay, Cr Colin Olds, Cr Alistair 
Plimmer and Cr Aaron Woodcock. 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Janice Smith (Chief Executive Officer), Stefan Corbett (Group Manager, 
Infrastructure and Community Operations), Paul Gardner (Group 
Manager, Corporate Services), Russell O'Leary (Group Manager, 
Planning and Regulatory), Robyn Wells (Programme Manager, Local 
Water Done Well), Charly Clarke (Chief Financial Officer),  and Amy 
Andersen (Lead Advisor, Democracy and Committees). 

CONDUCT OF BUSINESS: This meeting was held in the Supper Room, Waihinga Centre, Texas 
Street, Martinborough and via audio-visual conference. This meeting 
was live-streamed is available to view on our YouTube channel. The 
meeting was held in public under the above provisions from 9:00am to 
9:41am except where expressly noted. 

OPEN SECTION 

 

1 KARAKIA TIMATANGA – OPENING 

All those in attendance opened the meeting with a karakia. 

2 APOLOGIES  

There were no apologies. 

3 CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

No interests were disclosed relating to items on the agenda or interests not already recorded on a 
relevant register. 

4 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND TRIBUTES 

There were no acknowledgements and tributes. 

5 URGENT BUSINESS 

There was no urgent business. 
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6 DECISION REPORTS FROM CHIEF EXECUTIVE AND STAFF 

 

6.1 LOCAL WATER DONE WELL 

Ms Smith introduced the report and Ms Wells spoke to the background and matters included for 
decision on Local Water Done Well. 

Cr Gray joined the meeting at 9:02am. 

Council officers responded to queries from members regarding the commitment from the other 
councils included in the proposed arrangement; issues relating to Councils opting out at a later 
stage and the possible legal implications. 

Ms Wells noted that the Terms of Reference will be updated and brought to Council in February 
2025, which will include further details on what happens if a council decides to opt out of the 
proposed arrangement.  Ms Wells also stated that the project team engaged legal early in the 
year to support the draft agreement. 

Members queried the number of elected member appointments to the Advisory Oversight Group, 
removing ties to Wellington in the Terms of Reference, the inclusion of stormwater delivery.  

Ms Smith noted that the issues relating to stormwater would be picked up later in the process as 
this relates to delivery and the report today addressed consultation only.   Ms Wells also noted 
that the Advisory Oversight Group would address when developing the proposal, and all work 
completed so far in terms of financials include stormwater.   Members who attended a workshop 
last week confirmed this matter was discussed and those present felt it was best to include 
stormwater in the upcoming consultation.  Members also expressed the importance of  
information relating to assets for stormwater and what the implications were for discharging into 
water races should council be responsible for this (regulations/water quality standards). 

Ms Smith noted the discussion today was about moving the organisation forward to prepare a 
consultation document for the new year. 

Members discussed Deputy Mayor Sadler-Futter’s workload if appointed to the Advisory 
Oversight Group.  It was agreed that further review of the Deputy Mayor’s current appointments 
is required. 

Members discussed issues relating to “user pays” with regard to stormwater, and stormwater 
generated from services.  Ms Smith noted that stormwater is currently is CV based charged rate 
and the stormwater discharge is regulated – this would need to be consented (under national 
standards) if included for Council. 

Members were provided assurance by council officers there will be further discussions in the new 
year relating to stormwater.   

ACTION 73 

Prepare a report to confirm the Deputy Mayor’s current appointments and any recommendations 
for re-distribution to support workload.   
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R Thomas / A Andersen 

RESOLUTION  DC2024/74 

Moved: Mayor M Connelly 
Seconded: Cr A Plimmer 

Council resolved to receive the Local Water Done Well report. 

CARRIED 

RESOLUTION  DC2024/75 

Moved: Mayor M Connelly 
Seconded: Cr A Plimmer 

Council resolved to: 

1.   Note that Council is making use of the alternative decision-making and consultation 
arrangements provided in the Local Government (Water Services Preliminary 
Arrangements) Act 2024. 

2.    Note that the Local Government (Water Services) Bill which will establish the enduring 
settings for the new water system including the economic and regulatory oversight 
functions has been introduced into Parliament. 

3.   Note that the three Wairarapa district councils and Tararua District Council have agreed 
to consult their communities on the Wairarapa +Tararua water services delivery option 
alongside their enhanced status quo options. 

4.   Note that the existing Project Terms of Reference agreed by the councils in July 2024 
requires updating and officers will report to the February 2025 Council meeting with a 
full update. 

CARRIED 

RESOLUTION  DC2024/76 

Moved: Mayor M Connelly 
Seconded: Cr A Ellims 

Council resolved to agree that until the full update in February 2025, work to develop the 

Wairarapa + Tararua water services delivery option continues under the existing Project Terms  

of Reference with two amendments: 

(a) To expand the membership of the Advisory Oversight Group to include two elected 
members from each council, one of which is to be the Mayor or Deputy Mayor; and 

(b) To include a delegation to the Advisory Oversight Group to develop a draft 
consultation document for the Wairarapa + Tararua water services delivery option. 
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In Favour: Mayor M Connelly, Deputy Mayor M Sadler-Futter, Cr M Bosley, Cr A Ellims, Cr R 
Gray, Cr P Maynard, Cr K McAulay, Cr C Olds and Cr A Plimmer 

Against: Cr A Woodcock 

CARRIED 9/1 

RESOLUTION  DC2024/77 

Moved: Cr A Plimmer 
Seconded: Cr P Maynard 

Council resolved to agree that the Wairarapa + Tararua water services delivery model will be a 
Water Services Council Controlled Organisation. 

CARRIED 

RESOLUTION  DC2024/78 

Moved: Cr A Plimmer 
Seconded: Cr C Olds 

Council resolved to agree to progress the Wairarapa + Tararua water services delivery option to 

Include stormwater. 

CARRIED 

RESOLUTION  DC2024/79 

Moved: Cr A Plimmer 
Seconded: Cr C Olds 

Agrees to include options for price harmonisation in the consultation document for the 

Wairarapa + Tararua water services delivery option, including a prohibition against 

harmonisation for a 3 to 5-year period. 

CARRIED 

RESOLUTION  DC2024/80 

Moved: Mayor M Connelly 
Seconded: Cr M Bosley 

Council resolved to appoint Deputy Mayor Sadler-Futter and the current representative, 
Councillor Olds, to the Advisory Oversight Group. 

CARRIED 
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7 PUBLIC EXCLUDED BUSINESS  

RESOLUTION TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC 

RESOLUTION  DC2024/81 

Moved: Mayor M Connelly 
Seconded: Cr A Ellims 

That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting. 

The general subject matter of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason 
for passing this resolution in relation to each matter, and the specific grounds under section 48 of 
the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution 
are as follows: 

General subject of 
each matter to be 
considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to 
each matter 

Ground(s) under 
section 48 for the 
passing of this 
resolution 

Plain English reason for 
passing this resolution 
in relation to each 
matter 

7.1 - Future Direction 
of Water Services 

s7(2)(h) - the 
withholding of the 
information is necessary 
to enable Council to 
carry out, without 
prejudice or 
disadvantage, 
commercial activities 

s48(1)(a)(i) - the public 
conduct of the relevant 
part of the proceedings 
of the meeting would 
be likely to result in the 
disclosure of 
information for which 
good reason for 
withholding would exist 
under section 6 or 
section 7 

The report includes 
commercially sensitive 
information relating to 
a future tender for 
council services. 

 

CARRIED 

 

8 KARAKIA WHAKAMUTUNGA – CLOSING 

All in attendance closed the meeting with a karakia. 

 

The meeting closed at 9:41am. 

 

Confirmed as a true and correct record. 

 

……………………………………….. (Mayor)  ……………………………………….. (Chief Executive) 

 

……………………………………….. (Date)   ……………………………………….. (Date) 
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7.2 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 20 NOVEMBER 2024 

Author: Amy Andersen, Lead Advisor, Democracy and Committees 

Authoriser: Janice Smith, Chief Executive Officer 

File Number: N/A 

  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 20 November 2024 are confirmed as a true 
and correct record. 

 

APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 20 November 2024   
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   MINUTES OF SOUTH WAIRARAPA DISTRICT COUNCIL 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE SUPPER ROOM, WAIHINGA CENTRE, TEXAS STREET, MARTINBOROUGH 
ON WEDNESDAY, 20 NOVEMBER 2024 AT 10:15 AM 

 

PRESENT: Mayor Martin Connelly (Chair), Deputy Mayor Melissa Sadler-Futter, 
Cr Martin Bosley, Cr Aidan Ellims, Cr Rebecca Gray, Cr Kaye McAulay, 
Cr Colin Olds and Cr Aaron Woodcock. 

APOLOGIES: Cr Pip Maynard and Cr Alistair Plimmer. 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Janice Smith (Chief Executive Officer), Stefan Corbett (Group Manager, 
Infrastructure and Community Operations), Paul Gardner (Group 
Manager, Corporate Services), Russell O'Leary (Group Manager, 
Planning and Regulatory), Nicki Ansell (Senior Policy and Projects 
Advisor ), Narida Hooper (Pou Māori), Charly Clarke (Chief Financial 
Officer), Alex Pigou (Team Lead Communications), James O’Connor 
(Manager, Community Operations), Sarah Pearson-Coats (Lead 
Advisor, Property Portfolio) and Amy Andersen (Lead Advisor, 
Democracy and Committees). 

 Karen Young, Stephen Walker (Audit NZ via Teams). 

PUBLIC FORUM: Leah Hawkins, Claire Bleakley, Michael Smith, Dean Di Bona, Martin 
Freeth, Warren Woodgyer and Daphne Geisler. 

CONDUCT OF BUSINESS: This meeting was held in the Supper Room, Waihinga Centre, Texas 
Street, Martinborough and via audio-visual conference. This meeting 
was live-streamed is available to view on our YouTube channel. The 
meeting was held in public under the above provisions from 10:15am 
to 12:21pm except where expressly noted. 

OPEN SECTION 

1 KARAKIA TIMATANGA – OPENING 

All in attendance opened the meeting. 

2 APOLOGIES  

APOLOGY 

RESOLUTION  DC2024/63 

Moved: Cr R Gray 
Seconded: Cr A Ellims 

That Council resolved to accept apologies from Cr Plimmer and Cr Maynard. 

CARRIED 
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3 CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

No interests were disclosed relating to items on the agenda or interests not already recorded on a 
relevant register. 

4 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND TRIBUTES 

Cr Olds, Cr Ellims and Cr Woodcock acknowledged the support that the Martinborough Community 
provided to Kitchener’s this past weekend following damage to the café.   

Cr Woodcock acknowledged the passing of Robert (Brownie) Brown Easton. 

 

S1 NEW ITEM - PETITION 

Principal petitioner, Leah Hawkins, presented a petition titled “Cap Rates for South Wairarapa: 
Cap 2025/26 Rate Increase at 3%”. Ms Hawkins noted 1020 signatures on the petition and 
provided background and reasoning for the petition.  Ms Hawkins sought Council’s acceptance of 
the petition. 

Members acknowledged the work that went into the petition. 

Ms Hawkins responded to queries from members including: alternative funding, how the 
petitioners came to the figure of 3%, attendance at workshops; what items petitioners would like 
to see cut from the Council budget and other ideas for potential savings across the organisation. 

RESOLUTION  DC2024/64 

Moved: Mayor M Connelly 
Seconded: Cr A Woodcock 

Council resolved to accept the petition: “Cap Rates for South Wairarapa: Cap 2025/26 Rate 
Increase at 3%”. 

CARRIED 

5 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Claire Bleakley – Gene Technology Bill 

Ms Bleakley shared concerns about the proposed Gene Technology Bill which is currently in draft 
and sought Council’s support in seeking advice about liability exposure and clarification from the 
central government departments involved with the bill.  

Michael Smith – Interactions with Council 

Mr Smith shared his concerns and solutions for debt management (changes to bonds) and improving 
efficiencies (reduction in personnel costs) across Council. Mr Smith also expressed his frustration 
about an issue on Lake Ferry Road that he felt had not been addressed. 

Cr Bosley left the meeting at 10:48am. 
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Dean Di Bona – Principles of consultation 

Mr Di Bona spoke to Council about the consultation process under legislation, stating that Council 
are continuing to improve in this space.  In particular, Mr Di Bona addressed concerns with regard 
to the application of Local Government Act 2002, Section 82(1)(b) – the Council should encourage 
people to engage in consultation and encouraged Council to put more emphasis on engagement 
with residents/ratepayers directly affected by significant changes. 

Cr Bosley returned to the meeting at 10:50am. 

Martin Freeth – Petition 

Mr Freeth spoke in support of the petition presented by Ms Hawkins earlier in the meeting. Mr 
Freeth emphasised the importance of institutions, democratic representation and the role of 
Council.   

Warren Woodgyer – Petition 

Mr Woodgyer also spoke in support of the petition presented by Ms Hawkins earlier in the meeting 
and provided his observations of ratepayers current experiences and concerns about affordability. 

Daphne Geisler – Planning for the Long Term Plan 

Ms Geisler shared her experience regarding engagement with Council, shared support for petition.  
Ms Geisler encouraged Council to have more open workshops for the Long Term Plan and be open 
to ideas and suggestions from the community. 

 

ITEMS MOVED 

11 DECISION REPORTS FROM CHIEF EXECUTIVE AND STAFF 

11.1 ADOPTION OF THE ANNUAL REPORTS 2023/24 

Ms Smith and Ms Clarke spoke to matters regarding the Annual Report and the Independent 
Auditor’s report. 

Ms Smith highlighted and clarified notes 7 (total salary costs – includes ACC and Kiwisaver) and 
24 (employees FTEs). 

Ms Clarke noted two changes to the report since it had been provided to Councillors on 19 
November:  Note 22 – there are two open legal cases that could incur costs of $20-80K. 
Governance – has qualified opinion; and on page 66 of the Annual report, there was a handwritten 
note regarding the roading measure now being qualified. 

Ms Clarke responded to queries regarding the carry over expenditure for capital projects. 

Mr Walker acknowledged the work completed by the Finance Team and Audit NZ. Mr Walker 
acknowledged and apologised to the Council for the delays which were discussed at the previous 
ordinary meeting of Council on 30 October 2024.  

Mr Corbett supported by Ms Smith and Mr Walker, responded to queries regarding the process 
and the frequency for the qualified opinion received on the average quality of ride on the sealed 
local road network, measured by smooth travel exposure, noting that the process is being updated 
and other Councils are in the same position with regard to this measure.   

It was noted that the final Annual Report will be published within 30 days of adoption. 
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RESOLUTION  DC2024/65 

Moved: Mayor M Connelly 
Seconded: Cr R Gray 

Council resolved to: 

1. Receive the Adoption of the Annual Reports 2023/24. 

2. Note that the legislative deadline of adoption by 31 October 2024 was not met. 

3. Adopt the Annual Report 2023/24. 

4. Adopt the Summary Annual Report 2023/24. 

5. Approve the carry over capital expenditure from the 2023/24 year to the 2024/25 year, a total 
value of $6,825,894. 

6. Delegate to the Chief Executive authority to correct minor grammatical and other errors. 

7. Authorise the Mayor, and Chief Executive authority to sign these reports. 

[Items 1-7 read together] 

CARRIED 

 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS 

RESOLUTION  DC2024/66 

Moved: Cr A Ellims 
Seconded: Deputy Mayor M Sadler-Futter 

Council resolved to suspend Standing Orders for item 11 to discuss the petition presented at 
today’s meeting. 

 CARRIED 

S1     PETITION - DISCUSSION 

Cr Ellims requested that council officers include Ms Hawkins and Mr Di Bona in future Long Term 
Plan workshops in light of the petition received by Council today as representative members. 

Ms Smith confirmed that representatives will be invited to the morning session of the closed Long 
Term Plan workshop planned for Wednesday, 4 December. 

Members requested that staff provide Ms Hawkins and Mr Di Bona a brief on progress to date 
with regard to the Long Term Plan. 

Ms Smith clarified that signing the petition as an elected member of Council would be considered 
pre-determination. 

Mr Gardner and Ms Smith provided assurance that work was in progress to engage with the 
community and improve consultation measures and mechanisms, including the development of 
a stakeholder contact list and the formation of a community reference group. 
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RESUMPTION OF STANDING ORDERS 

RESOLUTION  DC2024/67  

Moved: Cr A Ellims 
Seconded: Deputy Mayor M Sadler-Futter 

Council resolved to resume Standing Orders for the duration of the meeting. 

CARRIED 

 

11.2 WAIRARAPA LOCAL ALCOHOL POLICY 

RESOLUTION  DC2024/68 

Moved: Deputy Mayor M Sadler-Futter 
Seconded: Cr M Bosley 

Council resolved to:  

1. note that the Wairarapa Policy Working Group heard submissions on 23 October 2024 and 
undertook deliberations on 6 November 2024; 

2. note that 33 submissions were received on the draft Wairarapa Local Alcohol Policy; 

3. agree to the Wairarapa Policy Working Group recommendations that: 

a) the Wairarapa District Councils agree to adopt the Wairarapa Local Policy (attachment 
one) and gives public notice of adoption; and  

b) the Wairarapa District Councils agree to bring the changes to off-licence maximum 
trading hours into force on 1 April 2025 and the rest of the Wairarapa Local Alcohol 
Policy into force on 1 February 2025; 

4. note that the Wairarapa Local Alcohol Policy will be adopted 30 days after which it is publicly 
notified; and 

5. note that the current Wairarapa Local Alcohol Policy will remain in force until the revised 
policy is in effect. 

[Items 1-5 read together] 

CARRIED 

6 URGENT BUSINESS 

There was no urgent business. 

  



Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes  20 November 2024 
 

Page 18 

7 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

7.1 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 30 OCTOBER 2024 

RESOLUTION  DC2024/69 

Moved: Cr C Olds 
Seconded: Cr R Gray 

That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 30 October 2024 are confirmed as a true and 
correct record. 

In Favour: Mayor M Connelly, Deputy Mayor M Sadler-Futter, Cr M Bosley, Cr R Gray, Cr K 
McAulay, Cr C Olds and Cr A Woodcock 

Against: Nil 

Abstained: Cr A Ellims 

CARRIED 

 

8 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

There were no matters arising. 

9 REPORT BACKS AND REQUESTS FROM MĀORI STANDING COMMITTEE AND COMMUNITY 
BOARDS 

10 RECOMMENDATIONS FROM COMMITTEES 

Note: Item 11- has been moved to another part of the document. 

12 INFORMATION REPORTS FROM CHIEF EXECUTIVE AND STAFF 

13 MAYORAL REPORTS 

14 MEMBER REPORTS 

15 APPOINTMENT REPORTS 

There were no reports for items 9-10 and 12-15. 

16 PUBLIC EXCLUDED BUSINESS  

RESOLUTION TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC 

RESOLUTION  DC2024/70 

Moved: Cr K McAulay 
Seconded: Cr C Olds 

That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting. 
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The general subject matter of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason 
for passing this resolution in relation to each matter, and the specific grounds under section 48 of 
the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution 
are as follows: 

General subject of 
each matter to be 
considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to 
each matter 

Ground(s) under 
section 48 for the 
passing of this 
resolution 

Plain English reason for 
passing this resolution in 
relation to each matter 

16.1 - Public Excluded 
Minutes of the Council 
Meeting held on 30 
October 2024 

s7(2)(b)(ii) - the 
withholding of the 
information is necessary 
to protect information 
where the making 
available of the 
information would be 
likely unreasonably to 
prejudice the 
commercial position of 
the person who supplied 
or who is the subject of 
the information 

s48(1)(a)(i) - the public 
conduct of the relevant 
part of the proceedings 
of the meeting would 
be likely to result in the 
disclosure of 
information for which 
good reason for 
withholding would exist 
under section 6 or 
section 7 

To protect external 
consultants and 
contractors fee 
proposals. 

16.2 - Lake Ferry 
Holiday Park Lease 
Structure 

s7(2)(b)(ii) - the 
withholding of the 
information is necessary 
to protect information 
where the making 
available of the 
information would be 
likely unreasonably to 
prejudice the 
commercial position of 
the person who supplied 
or who is the subject of 
the information 

s7(2)(i) - the withholding 
of the information is 
necessary to enable 
Council to carry on, 
without prejudice or 
disadvantage, 
negotiations (including 
commercial and 
industrial negotiations) 

s48(1)(a)(i) - the public 
conduct of the relevant 
part of the proceedings 
of the meeting would 
be likely to result in the 
disclosure of 
information for which 
good reason for 
withholding would exist 
under section 6 or 
section 7 

To protect the 
commercial position of 
the current operator; 
and to enable SWDC to 
carry on negotiations 
without prejudice or 
disadvantage. 

 

CARRIED 
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17 KARAKIA WHAKAMUTUNGA – CLOSING 

Mayor Connelly closed the meeting with a karakia. 

The meeting closed at 12:21pm. 

 

Confirmed as a true and correct record. 

 

……………………………………….. (Mayor) 

 

……………………………………….. (Date) 

 

……………………………………….. (Chief Executive) 

 

……………………………………….. (Date) 
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8 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

9 REPORT BACKS AND REQUESTS FROM MĀORI STANDING COMMITTEE AND 
COMMUNITY BOARDS 
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10 DECISION REPORTS FROM CHIEF EXECUTIVE AND STAFF 

10.1 ELECTIONS 2025 - ORDER OF CANDIDATES ON VOTING FORMS 

Author: Nicki Ansell, Lead Advisor, Policy & Projects 

Authoriser: Paul Gardner, Group Manager, Corporate Services 

File Number: N/A 

  

PURPOSE 

For the Council to determine the order of candidates’ names on voting papers in the 2025 local 
elections. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Leading up to the local body elections 2025, Council can make a decision on the order of candidate’s 
names on voting papers in the 2025 local election and any subsequent elections or by-elections.  
This report includes the options available and recommendations. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Officers recommend that the Council: 

1. Receive the Elections 2025 – Order of Candidates on Voting Forms Report.  

2. Agrees that, in accordance with clause 31 of the Local Electoral Regulations 2001, the 
method of ordering the names of candidates on voting papers will be fully random for the 2025 
and 2028 triennial council elections and any subsequent by-elections. 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

Processes for the 2025 Local Authority triennial elections are currently being put in place. Local 
government elections are to be held 11 October 2025 in accordance with the Local Electoral Act 
2001. 

Council has already resolved in August 2023 to use First Past the Post (FPP) as the voting method 
for the 2025 election. 

Council can now determine under section 31 of the Local Electoral Regulations 2001 which order 
the  candidates’ names are to be arranged on the voting papers.  

DISCUSSION 

Council must resolve by 30 June 2025 at the latest, how they wish their candidates to 
be ordered on the voting paper in the local elections.  If a resolution isn’t made, the 
candidate order must be alphabetical.  

  

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2001/0035/latest/DLM93301.html#DLM5324005
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2001/0035/latest/DLM93301.html#DLM5324005
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/regulation/public/2001/0145/latest/whole.html#DLM55189
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There are three options available (in no order of preference):  

Option 1. Alphabetical 

Candidates are listed in alphabetical order by surname. 

Option 2. Random order  

Random order means an arrangement where the order of the names of the 
candidates is determined randomly for each voting document.  

Under this option, the names of the candidates are shown in a different order on 
each voting document, utilising software which permits the names of the candidates 
to be laser printed in a different order on each paper. 

Option 3. Pseudo-random 

Pseudo-random order means an arrangement where: 

a) The order of the names of the candidates is determined randomly; and 

b) All voting documents use that order 

Under this arrangement, the names of the candidates are placed in a “hat” (or similar 
container) mixed together, and then drawn out, with the candidates’ names being 
listed on all voting documents for that election in the order in which they are drawn.  

Under section 31(4) of the Local Electoral Regulations 2001, if a local authority 
decides that pseudo-random order is to be used, the electoral officer must state in 
the public notice required to be given, the date, time and place at which the order of 
the candidates’ names will be drawn. Any person is entitled to attend and witness the 
draw take place. 

In 2019 Council resolved to have candidates’ names shown as pseudo random and then random 
order for 2022. 

Nationally, the majority of councils used random order in both 2019 and 2022. 

 

Order of candidates’ names used by Councils on voting papers 

 

Order 2019 2022 

Random 57% 73% 

Alphabetical 33% 24% 

Pseudo-
random 

10% 3% 

 

It is recommended that Council continue with candidates’ names in random order (option two) for 
the next two triennium to provide consistency and to be fully random on voting papers. 

The cost of printing the voting documents under any of the three options will be the same. 

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/regulation/public/2001/0145/latest/whole.html#DLM55189
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COMPLIANCE SCHEDULE 

Full consideration has been given to the provisions of the Local Government Act 2002 S77 in relation 
to decision making, in particular: 

1. A Local authority must, in the course of the decision-making process, 

a) Seek to identify all reasonably practicable options for the achievement of the objective of a 
decision; and 

b) Assess the options in terms of their advantages and disadvantages; and 

c) If any of the options identified under paragraph (a) involves a significant decision in relation 
to land or a body of water, take into account the relationship of Māori and their culture and 
traditions with their ancestral land, water sites, waahi tapu, valued flora and fauna and other 
taonga. 

2. This section is subject to Section 79 - Compliance with procedures in relation to decisions. 

Compliance requirement Staff assessment 

State the level of significance (high or low) 
of the issue or proposal as determined by 
the Council’s Significance and 
Engagement Policy 

This is a matter of low significance. 
 

State the relevant Council policies 
(external or internal), legislation, and/or 
community outcomes (as stated in the 
Long Term Plan) that relate to this 
decision. 

This report complies with the Local Electoral Act 2001 and the 
Local Electoral Regulations 2001. 
 

State the possible implications for Māori 
and how Māori have been provided with 
an opportunity to contribute to decision 
making if this decision is significant and 
relates to land and/or any body of water. 

There are no implications for Māori. 
 

Chief Financial Officer review The Chief Financial Officer has not reviewed this report. These 
Election costs have been accounted for in the EAP 2024/25 
 

State the possible implications for health 
and safety 

There are no health and safety implications. 

 

APPENDICES 

Nil 

  

https://swdc.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/A800-Significance-and-Engagement-Policy-June-2021-final.pdf
https://swdc.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/A800-Significance-and-Engagement-Policy-June-2021-final.pdf
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10.2 WAIRARAPA CONSOLIDATED BYLAW 

Author: Nicki Ansell, Lead Advisor, Policy & Projects 

Authoriser: Stefan Corbett, Group Manager, Infrastructure and Community Operations 

File Number: N/A 

  

PURPOSE 

To inform councillors of a change to Part Nine: Water Supply of the Consolidated Bylaw following 
legal advice received on the Wairarapa Consolidated Bylaw and due to this revision, note a change 
of date for consultation.   

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

• The consultation for the Consolidated Bylaw is split into two parts to allow for a two-month 
period of consultation for Part Eleven: Trade Waste of the Bylaw and a one-month period of 
consultation for the rest of the Bylaw. 

• Following adoption by the three councils (South Wairarapa, Carterton and Masterton), Part 
Eleven: Trade Waste, of the Consolidated Bylaw went out for consultation on 23 May for a 
period of two months, finishing on 25 July 2025 to meet requirements under section 148 of 
the Local Government Act 2002.   

• After the Strategy Working Committee 30 April 2025, the Wairarapa Policy Working Group 
received legal advice for Part Nine: Water Supply of the Bylaw.  In discussion with the three 
councils, a decision was made to delay the consultation for part one-ten of the Bylaw to allow 
for revised recommendations to be received by Council.  

• Officers are now requesting Council adopt the revised Part Nine: Water Supply of the 
Consolidated Bylaw and the revised statement of proposal. 

• The Wairarapa Policy Working Group also highlights a change in consultation dates for parts 
one through to part ten of the Consolidate Bylaw from 14 May – 30 June, to now run 25 June 
through until 25 July 2025. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. That Council Receives the Wairarapa Consolidated Bylaw report 

2. That Council endorses the revised Draft Part Nine: Water Supply Bylaw and the Statement 
of Proposal for consultation. 

3. That Council notes the consultation for part one - part ten of the Consolidated Bylaw will 
take place 25 June – 25 July 2025 and that consultation for Part Eleven: Trade Waste is 
currently open, closing on 25 July 2025. 
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BACKGROUND 

On 30 April 2025 Strategy Working Committee received the Draft Consolidated Bylaw, Statement of 
Proposal and proposed dates for consultation in May.  It was noted in the officer’s report (10.7 
Adoption of the Draft Wairarapa Consolidated Bylaw and Statement of Proposal for Consultation) 
that:  

One outstanding item relating to Part Nine: Water Supply is currently undergoing external 
legal review. This relates to Section 14 Estimating Consumption. Legal advice is being sought 
on Council’s ability to estimate water consumption based on previous readings for the 
purposes of billing if a meter is out of repair, ceases to register or is removed. Should an update 
be required, an amendment to the draft Bylaw and Statement of Proposal will be drafted and 
councillors will be provided a copy via Stellar prior to publication. 

The legal advice has now been received regarding Part Nine: Water Supply, section 14: Estimating 
Consultation when a water meter is out of repair (clauses 14.3 and 14.4).  This advice has triggered 
further changes to these sections of the Bylaw and the Statement of Proposal.   

Council officers note that full details of the Consolidated Bylaw including Review Findings Report, 
Local Water Done Well – Implications for Water Services Bylaw, key changes of the proposed 
Wairarapa Consolidated Bylaw 2019, and the proposed Bylaw can be found in the report from 
Strategy Working Committee 30 April 2025.  Full details can be found here - OneDrive 

This report for Council, is for consideration of the revised draft Part Nine: Water Supply only.  All 
other parts of the draft Bylaw have been approved for consultation by the Strategy Working 
Committee. 

DISCUSSION 

Following the legal advice received from Simpson Grierson, council officers noted changes were 
required for Part Nine: Water Supply.  These changes included: 

• Improving wording to reflect current and future practices as councils shift to volumetric 
charging in the region and to reflect current practices regarding the installation of meters on 
new developments.  

• A key part of the initial feedback from Simpson Grierson was around estimation based on 
previous usage (when there is a broken meter or a leak).   Part Nine has been updated to 
reflect this. 

• Additional clarity in the Bylaw around how each Wairarapa Council measures their meters 
and making sure the wording is fit for purpose for each territorial authority.  

An update has been made to the definition section of Part Nine to reflect the new terms of Check 
Meter, Meter Reading Period and Totaliser Meter.  

Section 14 has been amended to reflect when the water supply authority will install, supply and 
maintain a meter on existing and new properties (14.1-14.7).  The intention of these updates is to 
reflect current practice.  

Section 14 had also been updated for charging when there is an unreadable meter or a leak section 
to comply with the rating act (14.8-14.22). 

See appendix one for the draft Consolidated Bylaw, Part Nine: Water Supply, with track changes 
from what was last presented to Strategy Working Committee on 30 April 2025. 

https://swdc.govt.nz/meeting/strategy-working-committee-30-april-2025/
https://sthwaidc-my.sharepoint.com/personal/comsec3_swdc_govt_nz/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fcomsec3%5Fswdc%5Fgovt%5Fnz%2FDocuments%2FSWC%20Agenda%5F30%20April%202025%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fcomsec3%5Fswdc%5Fgovt%5Fnz%2FDocuments&ga=1
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COMPLIANCE SCHEDULE 

Full consideration has been given to the provisions of the Local Government Act 2002 S77 in relation 
to decision making, in particular: 

1. A Local authority must, in the course of the decision-making process, 

a) Seek to identify all reasonably practicable options for the achievement of the objective of a 
decision; and 

b) Assess the options in terms of their advantages and disadvantages; and 

c) If any of the options identified under paragraph (a) involves a significant decision in relation 
to land or a body of water, take into account the relationship of Māori and their culture and 
traditions with their ancestral land, water sites, waahi tapu, valued flora and fauna and other 
taonga. 

2. This section is subject to Section 79 - Compliance with procedures in relation to decisions. 

Compliance requirement Staff assessment 

State the level of significance (high or low) 
of the issue or proposal as determined by 
the Council’s Significance and 
Engagement Policy 

This is a matter of low significance. 
 

State the relevant Council policies 
(external or internal), legislation, and/or 
community outcomes (as stated in the 
Long Term Plan) that relate to this 
decision. 

This report complies with Local Government Act 2002 and the 
rating act. 
 

State the possible implications for Māori 
and how Māori have been provided with 
an opportunity to contribute to decision 
making if this decision is significant and 
relates to land and/or any body of water. 

There are no implications for Māori. 
 

Chief Financial Officer review The Chief Financial Officer has not reviewed this report. 
 

State the possible implications for health 
and safety 

No implications 

 

APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 Draft Part Nine: Water Supply   
  

https://swdc.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/A800-Significance-and-Engagement-Policy-June-2021-final.pdf
https://swdc.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/A800-Significance-and-Engagement-Policy-June-2021-final.pdf
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10.3 LOCAL GOVERNMENT NZ REMIT 2025 

Author: Amy Andersen, Lead Advisor, Democracy and Committees 

Authoriser: Paul Gardner, Group Manager, Corporate Services 

File Number: N/A 

  

PURPOSE 

This paper seeks a resolution for the presiding delegate from South Wairarapa District Council 
(SWDC) at the upcoming Local Government NZ (LGNZ) Annual General Meeting (AGM) taking place 
in Christchurch from 16-17 July 2025.   

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

• Local Government New Zealand’s 37th AGM will be held at 8.30am on Wednesday 16 July at 
Te Pae in Christchurch. 

• Every year, LGNZ adopts new remits at their AGM. Remits enable LGNZ members to directly 
inform advocacy and build ground-up policy that allows local people to deliver their own local 
initiatives. 

• This report includes the remits for 2025 to endorse and prioritise for the AGM. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Officers recommend that Council:  

a) Receives the Local Government NZ Remit 2025 report. 

b) Authorises the primary nominee to endorse the remits with the following vote:   

Proposed Remit Vote – Yes, No or Abstain 

1   

2   

3   

4   

5   

 

c) Authorises the primary nominee to prioritise the remits as follows: 

1. ________________________________ 

2. ________________________________ 

3. ________________________________ 

4. ________________________________ 

5. ________________________________ 
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BACKGROUND 

All local authorities who are full financial members of LGNZ as of 20 August 2024 are entitled to be 
represented at the AGM.   South Wairarapa District Council (SWDC) can be represented by elected 
members and/or staff, and under LGNZ’s constitution is entitled to three votes at the AGM. 

LGNZ’s National Council expects the AGM to prioritise the remits, to make it clearer where most 
resource should be directed.  
 
Therefore, at the LGNZ Annual Meeting there is a two-step process for remits: 
 

1.  At the AGM, delegates will vote on remits as usual. 
2. Then, in a separate vote, they will rank successful remits in order of priority. This vote 
will be carried out electronically and result in a prioritised list of remits. 

 
National Council will look at this prioritised list and allocate resource accordingly. This will include 
determining where on the list the cut off lies between a ‘maximalist’ and ‘minimalist’ approach.  
 
Depending on the nature of the remit, a  ‘maximalist’ approach could include commissioning 
advice or research, or in-depth policy or advocacy work. A ‘minimalist’ approach could involve less 
resource, such as writing a letter to the relevant minister or agency. 
 
The National Council will share its decision with councils, along with proposed actions. 
Progress made against remits will continue to be reported in the four-monthly update to 
members. 

DISCUSSION 

The proposed remits for the 2025 LGNZ Conference are: 

Proposed Remit 

1 Security System Payments 

2 Improving Joint Management Agreements 

3 Alcohol Licensing Fees 

4 Aligning public and school bus services 

5 Review of local government arrangements to achieve better balance 

 

Full details of each remit can be found in Appendix 1. 

Council officers are requesting that Council nominate the remit they will endorse and priorities the 
remits for the presiding delegate.  
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COMPLIANCE SCHEDULE 

Full consideration has been given to the provisions of the Local Government Act 2002 S77 in relation 
to decision making, in particular: 

1. A Local authority must, in the course of the decision-making process, 

a) Seek to identify all reasonably practicable options for the achievement of the objective of a 
decision; and 

b) Assess the options in terms of their advantages and disadvantages; and 

c) If any of the options identified under paragraph (a) involves a significant decision in relation 
to land or a body of water, take into account the relationship of Māori and their culture and 
traditions with their ancestral land, water sites, waahi tapu, valued flora and fauna and other 
taonga. 

2. This section is subject to Section 79 - Compliance with procedures in relation to decisions. 

Compliance requirement Staff assessment 

State the level of significance (high or low) 
of the issue or proposal as determined by 
the Council’s Significance and 
Engagement Policy 

This is a matter of low significance. 
 

State the relevant Council policies 
(external or internal), legislation, and/or 
community outcomes (as stated in the 
Long Term Plan) that relate to this 
decision. 

There are no policies related to this decision. 
 

State the possible implications for Māori 
and how Māori have been provided with 
an opportunity to contribute to decision 
making if this decision is significant and 
relates to land and/or any body of water. 

There are no implications for Māori. 
 

Chief Financial Officer review The Chief Financial Officer has not reviewed this report as it is 
not required. 
 

State the possible implications for health 
and safety 

None 

 

APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 LGNZ Remits 2025   
  

https://swdc.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/A800-Significance-and-Engagement-Policy-June-2021-final.pdf
https://swdc.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/A800-Significance-and-Engagement-Policy-June-2021-final.pdf
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11 PUBLIC EXCLUDED BUSINESS  

RESOLUTION TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting. 

The general subject matter of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason 
for passing this resolution in relation to each matter, and the specific grounds under section 48 of 
the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution 
are as follows: 

General subject of each 
matter to be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to 
each matter 

Ground(s) under 
section 48 for the 
passing of this 
resolution 

Plain English reason 
for passing this 
resolution in relation 
to each matter 

11.1 - Public Excluded 
Minutes of the 
Extraordinary Council 
Meeting held on 18 
December 2024 

s7(2)(h) - the 
withholding of the 
information is necessary 
to enable Council to 
carry out, without 
prejudice or 
disadvantage, 
commercial activities 

s48(1)(a)(i) - the public 
conduct of the relevant 
part of the proceedings 
of the meeting would 
be likely to result in the 
disclosure of 
information for which 
good reason for 
withholding would exist 
under section 6 or 
section 7 

Relates to the Future 
Direction of Water 
Services report. 

11.2 - Public Excluded 
Minutes of the Council 
Meeting held on 20 
November 2024 

s7(2)(b)(ii) - the 
withholding of the 
information is necessary 
to protect information 
where the making 
available of the 
information would be 
likely unreasonably to 
prejudice the 
commercial position of 
the person who supplied 
or who is the subject of 
the information 

s7(2)(i) - the withholding 
of the information is 
necessary to enable 
Council to carry on, 
without prejudice or 
disadvantage, 
negotiations (including 
commercial and 
industrial negotiations) 

s48(1)(a)(i) - the public 
conduct of the relevant 
part of the proceedings 
of the meeting would 
be likely to result in the 
disclosure of 
information for which 
good reason for 
withholding would exist 
under section 6 or 
section 7 

Relates to the Lake 
Ferry Holiday Park 
Lease Structure 
report. 
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12 KARAKIA WHAKAMUTUNGA – CLOSING 

Kua mutu ā mātou mahi  
Mō tēnei wā  
Manaakitia mai mā katoa  
O mātou hoa  
O mātou whānau  
Aio ki te Aorangi 
 
Our work is finished  
For the moment  
Blessing upon us all  
Our friends  
Our families  
Peace to the Universe 
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