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1 KARAKIA TIMATANGA – OPENING 

Kia hora te marino  
Kia whakapapa pounamu te moana  
Hei huarahi mā tātou i te rangi nei  
Aroha atu, aroha mai  
Tātou i ā tātou katoa  
Hui ē! Tāiki ē! 
 
May peace be widespread  
May the seas be like greenstone  
A pathway for us all this day  
Let us show respect for each other  
For one another  
Bind us all together! 

2 APOLOGIES 

3 CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

4 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND TRIBUTES 

5 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

6 URGENT BUSINESS  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 1 October 2026 
 

Item 7.1 Page 5 

7 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

7.1 MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 5 AUGUST 2026 

Author: Amy Andersen, Lead Advisor, Democracy and Committees 

Authoriser: Janice Smith, Chief Executive Officer 

File Number: N/A 

  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. That the minutes of the Extraordinary Council meeting held on 5 August 2026 are confirmed 
as a true and correct record. 

 

APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 Minutes of the Extraordinary Council Meeting held on 5 August 2026   
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   MINUTES OF SOUTH WAIRARAPA DISTRICT COUNCIL 
EXTRAORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE SUPPER ROOM, WAIHINGA CENTRE, TEXAS STREET, MARTINBOROUGH 
ON WEDNESDAY, 5 AUGUST 2026 AT 3:00 PM 

 

PRESENT: Mayor Fran Wilde (Chair), Cr Martin Bosley, Cr Aidan Ellims, Cr Chris 
Archer, Cr Andrea Rutene, Cr Simone Baker, Cr Rachel Clarke, Cr Collier 
Isaacs, Cr Rupert Watson and Cr Rob Taylor. 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Janice Smith (Chief Executive Officer), Stefan Corbett (Group Manager, 
Corporate Services), James O'Connor (Group Manager, Infrastructure 
and Community Operations), Clare Barton (Group Manager, Planning 
and Regulatory), Charly Clarke (Chief Financial Officer), Alex Pigou 
(Manager, Communications) and Amy Andersen (Lead Advisor, 
Democracy and Committees). 

CONDUCT OF BUSINESS: This meeting was held in the Supper Room, Waihinga Centre, Texas 
Street, Martinborough and via audio-visual conference. This meeting 
was live-streamed is available to view on our YouTube channel. The 
meeting was held in public under the above provisions from 3:00pm 
to 4:04pm except where expressly noted. 

OPEN SECTION 

1 KARAKIA TIMATANGA – OPENING 

All in attendance opened the meeting. 

2 APOLOGIES  

There were no apologies. 

3 CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

No interests were disclosed relating to items on the agenda or interests not already recorded on a 
relevant register. 

4 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND TRIBUTES 

There were no acknowledgements and tributes. 

5 URGENT BUSINESS 

There was no urgent business. 

6 DECISION REPORTS FROM CHIEF EXECUTIVE AND STAFF 

6.1 LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM 

Mayor Wilde expressed disappointment at the limited timeframe provided by central government 
to develop and submit the proposal, noting that it had not enabled comprehensive community 
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consultation. Mayor Wilde also acknowledged and thanked staff for the significant work 
undertaken in preparing the proposal. 

Members debated the second decision and highlighted a range of considerations in support of 
both governance options. 

RESOLUTION  DC2026/51 

Moved: Cr Taylor 
Seconded: Cr Ellims 

Council resolved to receive the report Local Government Reform. 

CARRIED 

RESOLUTION  DC2026/52 

Moved: Cr Archer 
Seconded: Cr Ellims 

First decision: Council resolved to agree to be part of a ‘Head Start’ proposal for Local Government 
Reform, noting that the proposed Back Stop process may not be in the best interests of the 
community.   

CARRIED 

RESOLUTION  DC2026/53 

Moved: Cr Ellims 
Seconded: Cr Isaacs 

Second Decision a: Agrees to submit a Wairarapa Unitary Council Head Start proposal (Appendix 
1). 

In Favour:          Cr Ellims, Cr Bosely, Cr Clarke, Cr Baker. 

Against:             Mayor Wilde, Cr Archer, Cr Isaacs, Cr Taylor, Cr Watson and Cr Rutene. 

LOST 4/6 

Following the loss of the motion, the alternative proposal became the substantive motion. 

Second Decision b: Agrees to submit a Wellington/Wairarapa Unitary Council Head Start proposal 
(Appendix 2). 

In Favour:         Mayor Wilde, Cr Archer, Cr Isaacs, Cr Taylor, Cr Watson and Cr Rutene. 

Against:            Cr Ellims, Cr Bosely, Cr Clarke, Cr Baker. 

 

CARRIED 6/4 

Noted: the third, fourth and fifth recommendations in the report became moot following the 
resolution to submit a Wellington/Wairarapa Unitary Council Head Start proposal. 

RESOLUTION  DC2026/54 

Moved: Mayor Wilde 
Seconded: Cr Taylor 
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Sixth Decision: Authorises the Chair of the Mayoral Forum to submit the Head Start Proposal to 
Government on behalf of the councils who have agreed to it by 9 August 2026.  

In Favour: Mayor Wilde, Cr Archer, Cr Rutene, Cr Clarke, Cr Isaacs, Cr Watson and Cr Taylor 

Against: Cr Bosley, Cr Ellims and Cr Baker. 

CARRIED 7/3 

RESOLUTION  DC2026/55 

Moved: Mayor Wilde 
Seconded: Cr Taylor 

Seventh Decision: Notes that Cabinet has indicated that it will decide on those Head Start 
proposals that it will accept before the national election in November 2026 and that, if a proposal 
is accepted, Government may seek modifications. 

CARRIED 

 

7 KARAKIA WHAKAMUTUNGA – CLOSING 

All in attendance closed the meeting with a karakia. 

 

The meeting closed at 4:04pm. 

 

Confirmed as a true and correct record. 

 

……………………………………….. (Mayor) 

 

……………………………………….. (Date) 

 

……………………………………….. (Chief Executive) 

 

……………………………………….. (Date) 
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7.2 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 20 AUGUST 2026 

Author: Amy Andersen, Lead Advisor, Democracy and Committees 

Authoriser: Janice Smith, Chief Executive Officer 

File Number: N/A 

  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 20 August 2026 are confirmed as a true 
and correct record.  

 

APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 20 August 2026   
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   MINUTES OF SOUTH WAIRARAPA DISTRICT COUNCIL 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT SUPPER ROOM, WAIHINGA CENTRE, TEXAS STREET, MARTINBOROUGH 
ON THURSDAY, 20 AUGUST 2026 AT 1:30 PM 

 

PRESENT: Mayor Fran Wilde (Chair), Cr Martin Bosley, Cr Aidan Ellims, Cr Chris 
Archer, Cr Andrea Rutene (from 1:35pm), Cr Simone Baker, Cr Rachel 
Clarke, Cr Collier Isaacs, Cr Rupert Watson, Cr Rob Taylor. 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Janice Smith (Chief Executive Officer), James O'Connor (Group 
Manager, Infrastructure and Community Operations), Charly Clarke 
(Chief Financial Officer), Mandy De Ritter (Lead Advisor, Resource 
Recovery & Waste), Dani Armstrong (Executive Assistant to CEO & 
Mayor) and Amy Andersen (Lead Advisor, Democracy and 
Committees).  

PUBLIC FORUM: Garry Dittmer. 

CONDUCT OF BUSINESS: This meeting was held in the Supper Room, Waihinga Centre, Texas 
Street, Martinborough and via audio-visual conference. This meeting 
was live-streamed is available to view on our YouTube channel. The 
meeting was held in public under the above provisions from 1:30pm 
to 2:00pm except where expressly noted. 

OPEN SECTION 

1 KARAKIA TIMATANGA – OPENING 

All in attendance opened the meeting. 

2 APOLOGIES  

There were no apologies. 

3 CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

No interests were disclosed relating to items on the agenda or interests not already recorded on a 
relevant register. 

4 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND TRIBUTES 

Cr Bosley acknowledged The Offering, Greytown for being named the supreme winner of this year’s 
Great NZ Toastie Takeover. 

Cr Ellims acknowledged the Rapid Relief Team’s recent Farmers Community Connect event in 
Martinborough. 

5 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Garry Dittmer – General performance of Council / Rates 

Mr Dittmer spoke to Council about his concerns regarding rates, the use of 1080 and water supply.  

Cr Rutene arrived online at 1:35pm. 
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6 URGENT BUSINESS 

There was no formal urgent business, however, Deputy Mayor Taylor requested whether there were 
any lessons learned following the report released on the Mount Maunganui landslide which could 
be relevant to South Wairarapa.  Ms Smith noted this would be followed up and brought to the Risk 
and Assurance Committee. 

7 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

7.1 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 30 JULY 2026 

RESOLUTION  DC2026/57 

Moved: Mayor Wilde 
Seconded: Cr Archer 

Council resolved: 

1. That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 30 July 2026 are confirmed as a true and 
correct record. 

2. That the public excluded minutes of the Council meeting held on 30 July 2026 are confirmed 
as a true and correct record. 

CARRIED 

 

7.2 MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 5 AUGUST 2026 

RESOLUTION  DC2026/58 

Moved: Mayor Wilde 
Seconded: Cr Archer 

Council resolved that the minutes of the Extraordinary Council meeting held on 5 August 2026 are 
confirmed as a true and correct record. 

CARRIED 

 

8 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

There were no matters arising.  
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9 PUBLIC EXCLUDED BUSINESS  

RESOLUTION TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC 

RESOLUTION  DC2026/59 

Moved: Mayor Wilde 
Seconded: Cr Clarke 

Council resolved that the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this 
meeting. 

 

The general subject matter of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason 
for passing this resolution in relation to each matter, and the specific grounds under section 48 of the 
Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution are 
as follows: 

General subject of each 
matter to be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to 
each matter 

Ground(s) under 
section 48 for the 
passing of this 
resolution 

Plain English reason for 
passing this resolution in 
relation to each matter 

9.1 - Wairarapa Waste 
Management and 
Minimisation Contract 

s7(2)(h) - the 
withholding of the 
information is necessary 
to enable Council to 
carry out, without 
prejudice or 
disadvantage, 
commercial activities 

s48(1)(a)(i) - the public 
conduct of the relevant 
part of the proceedings 
of the meeting would 
be likely to result in the 
disclosure of 
information for which 
good reason for 
withholding would exist 
under section 6 or 
section 7 

The withholding of 
information is needed 
to enable Council to 
carry out, without 
prejudice or 
disadvantage, 
commercial activities. 

CARRIED 

   

Public excluded was entered into at 1:49pm. 

10 KARAKIA WHAKAMUTUNGA – CLOSING 

All in attendance closed the meeting with a karakia. 

The meeting closed at 2:00pm. 

 

Confirmed as a true and correct record. 

 

……………………………………….. (Mayor)  ……………………………………….. (Chief Executive) 

 

……………………………………….. (Date)           ……………………………………….. (Date) 
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8 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

9 DECISION REPORTS FROM CHIEF EXECUTIVE AND STAFF 

9.1 MARTINBOROUGH SQUASH CLUB LEASE 

Author: Sarah Pearson-Coats, Property Porfolio Advisor 

Authoriser: James O'Connor, Group Manager, Infrastructure and Community Operations 

File Number:   

  

PURPOSE 

This report seeks Elected Member approval to enter a new lease with the Martinborough Squash 
Club of part of the land known as the Martinborough Golf Course. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

• The Martinborough Squash Club own a building situated inside the Martinborough Golf 
Course which hosts two courts, a lounge and a bar area. 

• The current lease with the Martinborough Squash Club has expired and the parties are 
operating in ‘holding over’ where the expired lease terms apply by mutual agreement 
between the parties. A new lease is required to provide long-term certainty to the 
arrangement. 

• There is no Reserve Management Plan for this reserve and accordingly Council’s intention to 
enter a lease was publicly notified as required by the Reserves Act 1977. 

• Council received 81 submissions in response to this notification showing very strong 
community support for the Squash Club and the proposed lease. 

• Officers recommend that Elected Members resolve to enter a lease with the Martinborough 
Squash Club on the proposed terms. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That Council: 

1. Receive the ‘Martinborough Squash Club Lease” Report 

2. Note the strong support of the proposed lease of Council reserve land to the Martinborough 
Squash Club received in response to public notification. 

3. Approve the granting of a lease to the Martinborough Squash Club for a single 30 year term 
commencing on 1 November 2026 for a starting annual lease fee of $400 plus GST subject 
to three yearly reviews. 
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BACKGROUND 

The South Wairarapa District Council (“Council”) owns and administers a recreation reserve at 52 
Todds Road on the southeast of Martinborough (title reference WN103/58, legal description Lot 
75 Deposited Plan 579). Most of the reserve is leased to the Martinborough Golf Club, and a 
smaller portion is leased to the Martinborough Squash Club who own a building situated on the 
land and have shared use of the driveway and carpark. The building - which hosts two courts, a 
lounge and a bar area - was built in 1979 after a significant community fundraising effort. 

The current lease with the Martinborough Squash Club expired on 28 February 2023 and the 
parties are operating in ‘holding over’ where the expired lease terms apply by mutual agreement 
between the parties. 

A new lease needs to be entered to legitimise the current arrangement. A proposed lease on 
recreation reserve land must be considered under section 54(1) of the Reserves Act 1977.  

The land has no Reserve Management Plan and therefore before granting a lease or licence 
Council must give public notice of its intention to grant a lease or licence and then consider 
objections and submissions received in response to that notice. 

Council’s intention to grant a lease or licence was published in the Times Age midweek on 5 
August (Appendix 1) and on the Council’s website and Facebook page. 

The notification detailed that the lease proposes an exclusive area of approximately 500m2 (the 
footprint of the Martinborough Squash Rackets Club building that the Club own) and a non-
exclusive access and parking area of approximately 0.5 hectares, shared with the Martinborough 
Golf Club. The proposed lease is for a term of 30 years starting 1 November 2026 with no right of 
renewal. The proposed lease will be on terms and conditions substantially corresponding with the 
terms and conditions of the existing license arrangement with an annual lease fee of $400 plus 
GST subject to three yearly reviews (draft lease at Appendix 3).  

Submissions were gathered via the Council website. 

DISCUSSION 

 

Council received 81 submissions in response to the consultation (Appendix 2). The consultation 
feedback shows very strong support for Council’s proposal to grant the Martinborough Squash 
Rackets Club a long-term lease. Almost all submitters supported the proposal, with only limited 
uncertainty or qualification about the appropriate length or terms of the lease. Overall, 
respondents described the club as a valued, well-used community asset that contributes to sport, 
recreation, wellbeing, youth development, social connection and local economic activity. 

Key themes: 

• Strong community value: Submitters frequently described the squash club as an important 
community facility, asset or amenity for Martinborough and South Wairarapa. Many 
considered it a vital part of the town’s sporting and social fabric. 

• Benefits for children and young people: A recurring theme was the strength of the junior 
programme. Respondents noted that children learn skills, stay active, develop confidence, 
play with friends and benefit from a supportive environment. 
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• Health, fitness and wellbeing: Many submissions emphasised the physical and mental 
health benefits of squash, including year-round exercise, winter activity, affordable 
recreation and opportunities for people of different ages and abilities to stay active. 

• Social connection and inclusion: Submitters highlighted the club’s role in bringing people 
together, including families, rural residents, new residents, parents and grandparents. The 
club was described as welcoming, social and intergenerational. 

• Sporting development and achievement: Several respondents referred to the club’s strong 
membership, competitive players, regional representation and junior talent, with some 
noting participation at regional, national or representative level. 

• Only or key local facility: Some feedback noted that the club is the only squash facility in 
South Wairarapa or a key local sporting option, and that losing it would be a significant loss 
to the wider community. 

• Economic contribution: A number of submissions noted that tournaments and interclub 
events bring visitors to Martinborough, supporting local hospitality and the winter 
economy. 

• Facility condition, management and future certainty: Respondents generally viewed the 
facility as established, well used, well maintained and well run. Some noted that a long-
term lease would provide certainty for continued investment, maintenance and growth. 

Qualified or uncertain feedback 

A small number of submitters raised qualifications rather than outright opposition. These 
comments generally supported the club but questioned aspects of the lease term or conditions, 
including whether a 30-year term is appropriate, whether renewal rights should be included, 
whether the lease should align with the golf club lease, whether lease terms should be consistent 
with other sports club buildings, and whether public access to the driveway and parking on the 
reserve should be maintained. 

Rental 

The proposed rental of $400 + GST is based on an inflationary adjustment of the current rental of 
$250 across the 20 years since this rental was last set in 2006. 

This rental is consistent with the Community Groups Use of and Access to Council Parks, Reserves 
and Open Spaces Policy which provides that where a community group has a building on a reserve 
that “Council will charge a rental, usually a relatively nominal amount payable annually, that 
recognises this use of part of a public amenity.” 

Term 

A single term of 30 years has been chosen to give the Squash Club certainty of tenure, minimise 
the administrative overhead of renewals and comply with the Reserves Act (which caps each term 
at 33 years). One of the submitters questioned that the end date doesn’t align with the 
Martinborough Golf Club lease which expires on 30 April 2052. Alignment with this lease is not 
considered a priority as the lease to the Squash Club can continue whether the lease to the Golf 
Club exists. 
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COMPLIANCE SCHEDULE 

Full consideration has been given to the provisions of the Local Government Act 2002 S77 in relation 
to decision making, in particular: 

1. A Local authority must, in the course of the decision-making process, 

a) Seek to identify all reasonably practicable options for the achievement of the objective of a 
decision; and 

b) Assess the options in terms of their advantages and disadvantages; and 

c) If any of the options identified under paragraph (a) involves a significant decision in relation 
to land or a body of water, take into account the relationship of Māori and their culture and 
traditions with their ancestral land, water sites, waahi tapu, valued flora and fauna and other 
taonga. 

2. This section is subject to Section 79 - Compliance with procedures in relation to decisions. 

Compliance requirement Staff assessment 

State the level of significance (high or low) 
of the issue or proposal as determined by 
the Council’s Significance and 
Engagement Policy 

This is a matter of low significance however public notification 
was required under the Reserves Act 1977. 
 

State the relevant Council policies 
(external or internal), legislation, and/or 
community outcomes (as stated in the 
Long Term Plan) that relate to this 
decision. 

This report complies with the Reserves Act 1977, the Leasing 
of Property Policy, the Community Groups Use of and Access 
to Council Parks, Reserves and Open Spaces Policy and relates 
to the social wellbeing community outcome in the LTP.  

State the possible implications for Māori 
and how Māori have been provided with 
an opportunity to contribute to decision 
making if this decision is significant and 
relates to land and/or any body of water. 

There are no implications for Māori. 

Chief Financial Officer review The Chief Financial Officer has not reviewed this report. 
Type here 

State the possible implications for health 
and safety 

There are no health and safety considerations beyond the 
normal. Both Council and the club are PCBUs on the site. 

s 

APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 Public Notification of Intention to Lease   

Appendix 2 Squash Club Lease Proposal Consultation Results   

Appendix 3 Draft Martinborough Squash Club Lease   
  

https://swdc.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/A800-Significance-and-Engagement-Policy-June-2021-final.pdf
https://swdc.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/A800-Significance-and-Engagement-Policy-June-2021-final.pdf
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9.2 PRIVATE PLAN CHANGE REQUESTS AND THE STATUS OF THE PROPOSED WAIRARAPA 
COMBINED DISTRICT PLAN 

Author: Courtenay Isherwood, Manager, Planning 

Authoriser: Clare Barton, Group Manager, Planning and Regulatory 

File Number:   

Applicant:  

Owner:  

Proposal:  

Location:  

  

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to outline issues with not being able currently to accept private plan 
change requests and to seek direction on how to manage the status of the Proposed Wairarapa 
Combined District Plan (PWCDP). 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Council officers have recently received two requests for private plan changes.  Council officers have 
concluded that any private plan change request cannot be processed under Schedule 1 of the 
Resource Management Act 1991 while the Proposed Wairarapa Combined District Plan remains 
inoperative.  Clause 21 of Schedule 1 of the Resource Management Act only enables a private plan 
change to be requested if the district plan is operative. 

Four options for managing this issue are outlined in this paper.  There are 8 appeals to the District 
Plan that are currently being resolved to enable sign off by the Environment Court however, it is 
anticipated this will take a minimum of 6 months.  Officers recommend working with Carterton and 
Masterton District Councils to achieve agreement on making the Plan partially operative – for the 
parts not subject to appeal.  This will enable private plan changes to be made to any of the Wairarapa 
Councils. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That Council  

1. Receives the report "Private Plan Change Requests and the Status of the Proposed 
Wairarapa Combined District Plan".  

2. Directs officers to engage with Carterton District Council and Masterton District Council 
to get agreement to make the parts of the Proposed Wairarapa Combined District Plan, 
not subject to appeal, operative.  

3. Agrees to progress making the parts of the Proposed Wairarapa Combined District Plan, 
not subject to appeal, operative. 
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BACKGROUND 

Appeals on parts of the PWCDP remain unresolved. Officers have considered the implications of the 
unresolved appeals and have determined private plan change requests cannot be processed under 
Schedule 1 of the Resource Management Act 1991.  Officers consider the provisions of the PWCDP 
not subject to appeal should be made partially operative.  That will enable private plan change 
requests to be received. 

Further complicating this issue is the likelihood that, under the current transition arrangements, 
private plan changes under the Resource Management Act 1991 will need to be notified before 1 
January 2028. This creates a degree of urgency for Council to determine a consistent approach to 
plan operability and the processing of private plan change requests, providing certainty for both 
applicants and the Council. 

As the PWCDP is a jointly prepared district plan, South Wairarapa District Council officers have 
advised Carterton District Council and Masterton District Council of the issue and the officers' view 
regarding the need for partial operability. Officers consider there is merit in adopting a coordinated 
and consistent approach across the three councils given the implications for the implementation of 
the PWCDP and the potential for future private plan change requests across the Wairarapa. 

DISCUSSION 

There are four potential options which are considered further below.  

Option 1: Seek a joint decision with Carterton and Masterton District Councils regarding partial 
operability of the parts of the Proposed Wairarapa Combined District Plan not subject to appeal. 

Advantages 

• Maintains consistency across the jointly prepared district plan framework. 

• Reduces governance and implementation risks through a coordinated approach. 

• Ensures the three councils take a common position on a matter affecting the operation of 
the PWCDP. 

• Provides greater certainty for current and future private plan change applicants across the 
Wairarapa. 

• Supports the collaborative governance arrangements under which the PWCDP was 
developed. 

Disadvantages 

• May result in some delay while agreement is reached between the three councils. 

• Requires additional coordination and reporting across councils and additional costs. 

 

Option 2: South Wairarapa District Council independently pursues partial operability of the 
PWCDP 

Advantages 

• May enable the current private plan change request to be progressed more quickly. 
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• Allows South Wairarapa District Council to determine its own preferred course of action 
without requiring agreement from the other councils. 

Disadvantages 

• Could create inconsistency within the PWCDP framework. 

• May result in different approaches being taken by each council to the same issue. 

• Increases governance and implementation risk. 

• May create uncertainty for applicants and submitters across the Wairarapa. 

• Could undermine the intent of a coordinated joint district plan. 

• Will impose additional costs on the Council.  

 

Option 3: Take no action and await resolution of all appeals before the Proposed Wairarapa 
Combined District Plan and make the Plan fully operative 

Advantages 

• Avoids the need to consider partial operability while appeals remain active. 

• Allows all appeal processes to conclude before further plan changes are considered. 

• Requires no immediate governance action by Council. 

• Reduces the costs to Council.  

Disadvantages 

• Would result in further delays for any private plan change requests. 

• May limit Council's ability to respond to growth and development opportunities in the 
interim. 

• Creates uncertainty for landowners, developers, and communities seeking planning 
outcomes through private plan changes. 

• May increase costs and delays for applicants. 

 

Option 4: Applicants progress by way of a resource consent application rather than a private 
plan change 

Advantages 

• Provides an alternative pathway for the applicant to seek approval for a specific 
development proposal. 

• Focuses assessment on the particular site and proposal. 

• Does not require amendments to the district plan. 

• Reduces the cost for Council.  

Disadvantages 

• May not enable the scale or form of development anticipated by the applicant. 

• Does not provide a long-term planning framework for future development of the land. 
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• Does not address the underlying issue regarding the operative status of the PWCDP 
provisions. 

• May result in further consenting processes being required in the future. 

CONSIDERATIONS 

Financial  

Progressing option 1, to enable the PWCDP to be made operative in part, will result in some 
additional costs to the overall development of the PWCDP as essentially the Plan is being made 
operative twice.  An estimate of additional costs will be in the order of $10,000.  Given the impact 
of not having an operative District Plan on development it is considered this cost is reasonable.    

CONCLUSION 

Officers recommend Option 1, seeking a joint decision with Carterton District Council and Masterton 
District Council regarding the partial operability of the relevant PWCDP provisions. 

Officers consider the issue affects all three councils and is likely to arise more frequently given the 
increasing number of private plan change requests being received across the Wairarapa. As the 
PWCDP was developed as a single integrated planning framework, there is significant value in the 
councils adopting a consistent position on whether, and how, the relevant provisions should be 
made partially operative.  A coordinated approach will provide greater certainty for applicants, 
landowners, decision-makers, and the community. It will also reduce the risk of inconsistent 
implementation of the PWCDP across district boundaries and establish a consistent pathway for the 
consideration of future private plan change requests. 

Officers note that applicants may continue to progress technical work through the Council's pre-
application process while the issue of plan operability is being resolved. This enables planning, 
infrastructure and other technical matters to be identified and addressed early, helping to refine 
proposals and reduce potential issues. Should the relevant provisions become partially operative, 
or once the PWCDP becomes fully operative, applicants will be able to lodge a more complete 
application, supporting more efficient processing by both the applicant and Council. 

COMPLIANCE SCHEDULE 

Full consideration has been given to the provisions of the Local Government Act 2002 S77 in relation 
to decision making, in particular: 

1. A Local authority must, in the course of the decision-making process, 

a) Seek to identify all reasonably practicable options for the achievement of the objective of a 
decision; and 

b) Assess the options in terms of their advantages and disadvantages; and 

c) If any of the options identified under paragraph (a) involves a significant decision in relation 
to land or a body of water, take into account the relationship of Māori and their culture and 
traditions with their ancestral land, water sites, waahi tapu, valued flora and fauna and other 
taonga. 

2. This section is subject to Section 79 - Compliance with procedures in relation to decisions. 

Compliance requirement Staff assessment 
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State the level of significance (high or low) 
of the issue or proposal as determined by 
the Council’s Significance and 
Engagement Policy 

Low significance.  Whilst there may be community interest 
overall the significance is low.  

State the relevant Council policies 
(external or internal), legislation, and/or 
community outcomes (as stated in the 
Long Term Plan) that relate to this 
decision. 

This report complies with Resource Management Act 1991 
and Local Government Act 2002. 

State the possible implications for Māori 
and how Māori have been provided with 
an opportunity to contribute to decision 
making if this decision is significant and 
relates to land and/or any body of water. 

No specific impacts on Māori interests have been identified 
beyond those common to all land in New Zealand.  

Chief Financial Officer review The budget has been discussed with the Chief Financial 
Officer and budget will be made available to resource the 
estimated $10,000.  
 

State the possible implications for health 
and safety 

No health and safety implications have been identified. 
 

 

APPENDICES 

Nil 

  

https://swdc.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/A800-Significance-and-Engagement-Policy-June-2021-final.pdf
https://swdc.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/A800-Significance-and-Engagement-Policy-June-2021-final.pdf
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9.3 WITHDRAWAL OF FAULT HAZARD AREA – 139, 155 AND 157 TE MAIRE ROAD 

Author: Courtenay Isherwood, Manager, Planning 

Authoriser: Clare Barton, Group Manager, Planning and Regulatory 

File Number: N/A 

Applicant:  

Owner:  

Proposal:  

Location:  

  
PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to recommend that the Fault Hazard Area on the properties at 139, 
155 and 157 Te Maire Road, Kahutara be withdrawn from the Proposed Wairarapa Combined 
District Plan under Clause 8D, Schedule 1 of the Resource Management Act 1991.  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Fault Hazard Area on the properties at 139, 155 and 157 Te Maire Road mapped in the Proposed 
Wairarapa Combined District Plan was based on GNS Science active fault mapping commissioned 
for district planning purposes. Subsequent site-specific investigations initiated by the landowners 
and prepared by Ian R Brown Associates Ltd and independently peer reviewed by ABuild Consulting 
Engineers Ltd conclude there is no evidence of active faulting affecting the property within the 
timeframe relevant to district plan hazard management. Hamish Wesney, a consultant planner from 
Boffa Miskell has prepared a Recommendation Report (Appendix 1) based on these site-specific 
investigations and peer review. Mr Wesney in his report has outlined the background to these 
investigations and discussed options to either withdraw the fault hazard area or retain the fault 
hazard area in the Proposed Wairarapa Combined District Plan. The report considers this more 
detailed information justifies refinement of the district-wide mapping and outlines the Fault Hazard 
Area mapped on the properties at 139, 155 and 157 Te Maire Road be withdrawn from the Proposed 
Wairarapa Combined District Plan under Clause 8D, Schedule 1 of the Resource Management Act 
1991. Council Officers agree. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Officers recommend the Council: 

1. Receives the report "Withdrawal of Fault Hazard Area – 139 Te Maire Road". 

2. Resolves, pursuant to Clause 8D, Schedule 1 of the Resource Management Act 1991, to 
withdraw the Fault Hazard Area mapped on the properties at 139, 155 and 157 Te Maire 
Road, Kahutara (legally described as Lots 1 – 3 DP 613062) from the Proposed Wairarapa 
Combined District Plan.  

3. Directs officers to publicly notify the withdrawal and the reasons for the withdrawal in 
accordance with Clause 8D of Schedule 1 of the Resource Management Act 1991. 
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4. Directs officers to amend the Proposed Wairarapa Combined District Plan maps and 
associated planning documents to remove the Fault Hazard Area from 139, 155 and 157 
Te Maire Road following the public notification of the withdrawal. 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

The Proposed Wairarapa Combined District Plan Maps shows a Fault Hazard Area associated with 
the Te Maire Fault on the property at 139 Te Maire Road (refer Figure 1 below). The owners of the 
property have recently subdivided the property into three lots (creating new properties with the 
addresses of 155 and 157 Te Maire Road). The owners seek to have the Fault Hazard Area associated 
with the Te Maire Fault removed from these properties.  
 

 

Figure 1: Fault Hazard Area (orange area) on 139, 155 and 157 Te Maire Road (red outline) 

OPTIONS 

Given these circumstances, two options have been identified.  

Option 1: Withdraw the Fault Hazard Area. 

Option 2: Retain the Fault Hazard Area. 

Specific detail on these options is contained in the report in Appendix 1.  
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CONCLUSION 

Officers consider the new site-specific evidence justifies refinement of the district-wide mapping 
and recommend withdrawal of the Fault Hazard Area from this property (Option 1). 

The withdrawal process involves Council giving public notice of the withdrawal and including the 
reasons for the withdrawal. Following Council’s decision to withdraw the provision and public 
notification of that withdrawal, the Proposed District Plan maps would be updated to remove the 
Fault Hazard Area overlay from the subject property.  

Officers do not consider that withdrawal of the Fault Hazard Area from 139, 155 and 157 Te Maire 
Road establishes a precedent for the withdrawal of other Fault Hazard Areas or other overlays 
from the Proposed Wairarapa Combined District Plan. This recommendation is based on the 
specific circumstances of this property, including the availability of detailed site-specific geological 
investigations and an independent peer review that both conclude the mapped Fault Hazard Area 
is not supported by the available evidence. The withdrawal mechanism under Clause 8D of 
Schedule 1 is intended to address situations where new information demonstrates that provisions 
or mapping should no longer form part of a proposed plan. Each request must therefore be 
considered on its own merits and supported by appropriately qualified technical evidence. 

Officers also note the ability to withdraw provisions from a proposed plan under Clause 8D is 
limited to the period before the Proposed Wairarapa Combined District Plan is made operative. 
Once the plan becomes operative, amendments to planning maps and provisions would generally 
need to occur through a plan change process. As such, the circumstances under which a 
withdrawal request can be considered are both fact-specific and time-limited. 

COMPLIANCE SCHEDULE 

Full consideration has been given to the provisions of the Local Government Act 2002 S77 in relation 
to decision making, in particular: 

1. A Local authority must, in the course of the decision-making process, 

a) Seek to identify all reasonably practicable options for the achievement of the objective of a 
decision; and 

b) Assess the options in terms of their advantages and disadvantages; and 

c) If any of the options identified under paragraph (a) involves a significant decision in relation 
to land or a body of water, take into account the relationship of Māori and their culture and 
traditions with their ancestral land, water sites, waahi tapu, valued flora and fauna and other 
taonga. 

2. This section is subject to Section 79 - Compliance with procedures in relation to decisions. 

Compliance requirement Staff assessment 

State the level of significance (high or low) 
of the issue or proposal as determined by 
the Council’s Significance and 
Engagement Policy 

This is a matter of low significance as it relates to a single 
property. 

State the relevant Council policies 
(external or internal), legislation, and/or 
community outcomes (as stated in the 

This report complies with Resource Management Act 1991 
and Local Government Act 2002. 

https://swdc.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/A800-Significance-and-Engagement-Policy-June-2021-final.pdf
https://swdc.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/A800-Significance-and-Engagement-Policy-June-2021-final.pdf
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Long Term Plan) that relate to this 
decision. 

State the possible implications for Māori 
and how Māori have been provided with 
an opportunity to contribute to decision 
making if this decision is significant and 
relates to land and/or any body of water. 

No specific impacts on Māori interests have been identified. 
The decision relates to the accuracy of a mapped natural 
hazard overlay affecting private land and does not affect 
identified sites, waahi tapu, or statutory acknowledgements. 
 

Chief Financial Officer review No financial implications have been identified, and CFO 
review was not considered necessary. 

State the possible implications for health 
and safety 

The decision concerns the accuracy of a planning hazard 
overlay. The supporting technical evidence concludes there 
is no active fault hazard affecting the property. No additional 
health and safety implications have been identified. 

 
 

APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 Recommendation Report for Withdrawal of Fault Hazard Area at 139 Te Maire 
Road, Hamish Wesney- Boffa Miskell, dated August 2026   

Appendix 2 139 Te Maire Road- IBRA- Fault Hazard Assessment   

Appendix 3 139 Te Maire Road - ABuild Peer Review of Fault Hazard Assessment   
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9.4 DOG CONTROL POLICY AND PRACTICES 2025/2026 

Author: Mia Wilton, Manager, Environmental Services 

Authoriser: Clare Barton, Group Manager, Planning and Regulatory 

File Number: N/A 

  

PURPOSE 

To adopt the report on Dog Control Policy and Practices to meet the requirements of Section 10A 
of the Dog Control Act 1996. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Dog Control Act 1996 (the Act) requires all territorial authorities to report annually to the 
Ministry of Cities, Environment, Regions and Transport (MCERT) on dog control matters and the 
outcomes associated with key areas identified by Section 10A of the Act.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That Council: 

1. Receive the Dog Control Policy and Practices 2025/2026 Report. 

2. Adopt the Dog Control Policy and Practices 2025/2026 Report.  

3. Authorise the Chief Executive to make the report publicly available. 

Authorise the Chief Executive to give public notice on Council’s website of the Dog 
Registration, Dog Control Practices, Enforcement and Requests for Service Statistics for the 
year 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026 and statistics on Councils dog control activities for the year 
1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026 section of this report.  

 

BACKGROUND 

Section 10A of the Dog Control Act 1996 requires Council to publicly report, at the end of each 
financial year, on the implementation of our Dog Control Policy, our dog control practices and 
relevant statistics on dog control related matters for the district.  The report must be available to 
the public and notified by public notice.   

The Council is also required to provide a copy of the report to the Secretary, Ministry for Cities, 
Environment, Regions and Transport (MCERT) within one month of adopting the report. The 
report was previously required to be provided to the Department of Internal Affairs (DIA). On 1 
July 2026 the Local Government branch of DIA transitioned to MCERT. 

DISCUSSION 

MCERT requires specific information to be provided to them in relation to dog control practices, 
enforcement and statistical information for the year 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026.  The following 
sections outline what is required to be provided and the wording we propose to send to MCERT and 
Appendix One contains the statistical information that we must also provide to MCERT.  
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Dog Registration and Other Fees 

The registration fees for dogs were approved by resolution on 9 April 2026 and were publicly 
notified.  An adjustment of 5% was made to all fees and charges. Council’s Revenue and Finance 
Policy requires dog control to achieve a 50-80% split and for the 2025/2026 year dog control 
achieved 59%.  

The council has maintained different registration categories and fees for urban and rural dogs as 
well as desexed or entire dogs. These categories generally reflect that rural dogs require less work 
for Council officers and desexed dogs are less likely to roam and display aggressive behaviours. 

MCERT requires dog registration figures to 30 June 2026 but as the Council accepts registration to 
31 July 2026 the total number of dogs registered is at 97%.  

Control of Dogs Policy and Bylaw   

In 2023 a wider bylaw review for the non-consolidated bylaws took place in conjunction with 
reviewing the Control of Dogs Policy. This was adopted by the Council on 27 September 2023.  The 
Control of Dogs Policy is next due for review 27 September 2028. 

General 

Council has two animal control officers where their roles also include enforcement of other bylaw 
issues.  There is no after hours service but we have a shared arrangement with Carterton District 
Council for cover over holiday periods.   

Dog collars are available for purchase for all dog owners at Council’s. Martinborough office, 
Featherston and Greytown service centres.   

Officers are focused on impounding unregistered and nuisance dogs. The fees associated with 
impoundment include a tiered impounding fee which escalates for subsequent impoundment.  
Council has seen a decrease in dog impoundments over the past three years, with 17 impoundments 
recorded during this financial year. Of those impounded, 76% were returned to their owners. Three 
dogs were euthanised after either remaining unclaimed or being surrendered to Council following 
a dog attack. Due to their involvement in an attack, these dogs were unsuitable for rehoming, and 
euthanasia was required to mitigate any further risk to the community. 

For the 2025/2026 dog registration year council provided dog owners the ability to complete their 
applications online. Owners completing their dog registration online were able to complete and sign 
an online declaration along with their payment.  

Overall trends show a higher registration of dogs through online registration, a decrease in reports 
of wandering or roaming dogs and a decrease in the number of infringement notices issued due to 
greater compliance.   

Community education 

The Council has a key performance indicator in our dog control area that requires a community 
education session to be undertaken each year. This year officers completed two educational 
sessions with a local community group involving dog microchipping and another at a publicly run 
dog event at the local swimming pool.  These were promoted through our communication team.   

Officers are looking to make wider offerings of these education courses to businesses who may be 
involved with accessing private property (e.g. rental managers, tradespeople, meter readers) 

Dogs Prohibited, Leash Only and Dog Exercises Areas 



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 1 October 2026 
 

Item 9.4 Page 82 

Council’s Bylaw sets out the areas which are “Dog Prohibited”, “Leash Only” and “Dog Exercise 
Areas”.   

Please refer to Appendix 1 for Dog Registration, Dog Control Practices, Enforcement and Requests 
for Service Statistics. 

COMPLIANCE SCHEDULE 

Full consideration has been given to the provisions of the Local Government Act 2002 S77 in relation 
to decision making, in particular: 

1. A Local authority must, in the course of the decision-making process, 

a) Seek to identify all reasonably practicable options for the achievement of the objective of a 
decision; and 

b) Assess the options in terms of their advantages and disadvantages; and 

c) If any of the options identified under paragraph (a) involves a significant decision in relation 
to land or a body of water, take into account the relationship of Māori and their culture and 
traditions with their ancestral land, water sites, waahi tapu, valued flora and fauna and other 
taonga. 

2. This section is subject to Section 79 - Compliance with procedures in relation to decisions. 

Compliance requirement Staff assessment 

State the level of significance (high or low) 
of the issue or proposal as determined by 
the Council’s Significance and 
Engagement Policy 

This is a matter of low significance. 
 

State the relevant Council policies 
(external or internal), legislation, and/or 
community outcomes (as stated in the 
Long Term Plan) that relate to this 
decision. 

This report complies with Section 10A of the Dog Control Act 
1996. 
 

State the possible implications for Māori 
and how Māori have been provided with 
an opportunity to contribute to decision 
making if this decision is significant and 
relates to land and/or any body of water. 

There are no implications for Māori. 
 

Chief Financial Officer review The Chief Financial Officer has not reviewed this report. 
The report does not include any financial analysis or 
implications. 

State the possible implications for health 
and safety 

There are no health and safety considerations. 

 

APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 Dog Registration, Dog Control Practices, Enforcement and Requests for Service 
Statistics   

  

https://swdc.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/A800-Significance-and-Engagement-Policy-June-2021-final.pdf
https://swdc.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/A800-Significance-and-Engagement-Policy-June-2021-final.pdf
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9.5 ADOPTION OF SOUTH WAIRARAPA DISTRICT COUNCIL'S FORMAL MEETING SCHEDULE 
2027 

Author: Amy Andersen, Lead Advisor, Democracy and Committees 

Authoriser: Janice Smith, Chief Executive Officer 

File Number: N/A 

  

PURPOSE 

To adopt a schedule of ordinary Council, community board and committee meetings for 2027.   

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

• The Local Government Act 2002 (Schedule 7, Clause 21(5)(d)) requires Council, at its first 
meeting following a triennial general election, to fix the date and time of the first meeting 
of the Council, or to adopt a schedule of meetings.  

• Attached to this report is the recommended schedule for 2027. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That Council: 

1. Receive the Adoption of South Wairarapa District Council's Formal Meeting Schedule 2027 
Report. 

2. Adopt the schedule of meetings for Council, community boards and committees for 2027, 
as attached in Appendix 1. 

3. Delegate to the Chief Executive the authority to alter the schedule of ordinary meetings 
following consultation with the relevant chairperson. 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

Each year Council must consider the proposed schedule for its Council, committee and community 
board meetings for the following calendar year. Council is asked to adopt a schedule of meetings 
for the 2027 calendar year.  

This schedule may be amended at any time.  Additional ordinary, extraordinary, or emergency 
meetings may be scheduled from time to time in consultation with the Mayor and Chief Executive 
as described in Section 8 of the Standing Orders. 

Council meetings have been maintained to be held on Thursdays for both council and committees, 
with Council meetings on a six weekly cycle and Committee meetings bi-monthly. 

DISCUSSION 

The schedules will be discussed at the meeting and reviewed/altered if there are dates which are 
unsuitable for a majority of members. 
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It is expected that this calendar will be sent to all Community Boards for adoption at their next 
available meetings. 

COMPLIANCE SCHEDULE 

Full consideration has been given to the provisions of the Local Government Act 2002 S77 in relation 
to decision making, in particular: 

1. A Local authority must, in the course of the decision-making process, 

a) Seek to identify all reasonably practicable options for the achievement of the objective of a 
decision; and 

b) Assess the options in terms of their advantages and disadvantages; and 

c) If any of the options identified under paragraph (a) involves a significant decision in relation 
to land or a body of water, take into account the relationship of Māori and their culture and 
traditions with their ancestral land, water sites, waahi tapu, valued flora and fauna and other 
taonga. 

2. This section is subject to Section 79 - Compliance with procedures in relation to decisions. 

Compliance requirement Staff assessment 

State the level of significance (high or 
low) of the issue or proposal as 
determined by the Council’s Significance 
and Engagement Policy 

This is a matter of low significance. 
 

State the relevant Council policies 
(external or internal), legislation, and/or 
community outcomes (as stated in the 
Long Term Plan) that relate to this 
decision. 

This report complies with Schedule 7, Clause 21(5)(d)) of the 
Local Government Act 2002. 
 

State the possible implications for Māori 
and how Māori have been provided with 
an opportunity to contribute to decision 
making if this decision is significant and 
relates to land and/or any body of water. 

There are no implications for Māori. 
 

Chief Financial Officer review The Chief Financial Officer has not reviewed this report. 
 

State the possible implications for health 
and safety 

Nil 

 

APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 SWDC meetings schedule 2027   
  

https://swdc.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/A800-Significance-and-Engagement-Policy-June-2021-final.pdf
https://swdc.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/A800-Significance-and-Engagement-Policy-June-2021-final.pdf
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10 PUBLIC EXCLUDED BUSINESS  

RESOLUTION TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting. 

The general subject matter of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason 
for passing this resolution in relation to each matter, and the specific grounds under section 48 of 
the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution 
are as follows: 

General subject of each 
matter to be 
considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to 
each matter 

Ground(s) under 
section 48 for the 
passing of this 
resolution 

Plain English reason for 
passing this resolution 
in relation to each 
matter 

10.1 - Public Excluded 
Minutes of the Council 
Meeting held on 20 
August 2026 

s7(2)(h) - the 
withholding of the 
information is necessary 
to enable Council to 
carry out, without 
prejudice or 
disadvantage, 
commercial activities 

s48(1)(a)(i) - the public 
conduct of the relevant 
part of the proceedings 
of the meeting would 
be likely to result in the 
disclosure of 
information for which 
good reason for 
withholding would exist 
under section 6 or 
section 7 

Relates to discussion 
regarding the 
Wairarapa Waste 
Management and 
Minimisation Contract 
Report 

10.2 - Waitī Waters 
Limited’s Terms of 
Accession to the Local 
Government Funding 
Agency 

s7(2)(i) - the withholding 
of the information is 
necessary to enable 
Council to carry on, 
without prejudice or 
disadvantage, 
negotiations (including 
commercial and 
industrial negotiations) 

s48(1)(a)(i) - the public 
conduct of the relevant 
part of the proceedings 
of the meeting would 
be likely to result in the 
disclosure of 
information for which 
good reason for 
withholding would exist 
under section 6 or 
section 7 

is to protect the 
commercial 
negotiations between 
the LGFA and Waitī 
Waters on the terms 
of the borrowing. This 
has been requested by 
the Local Government 
Funding Agency 
(LGFA). 
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11 KARAKIA WHAKAMUTUNGA – CLOSING 

Kua mutu ā mātou mahi  
Mō tēnei wā  
Manaakitia mai mā katoa  
O mātou hoa  
O mātou whānau  
Aio ki te Aorangi 
 
Our work is finished  
For the moment  
Blessing upon us all  
Our friends  
Our families  
Peace to the Universe 
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