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8 DECISION REPORTS FROM CHIEF EXECUTIVE AND STAFF 

8.4 PROPOSED NAMING OF A NEW RIGHT OF WAY, AT 51 WOOD STREET, GREYTOWN 

Author: Janice Smith, Chief Executive Officer 

 

File Number: N/A 

  

PURPOSE 

To seek South Wairarapa District Council’s consideration and approval of the name “Rakau Lane” 
for a proposed private road/right of way to access a 6-lot residential subdivision by Neil & Jill 
Galbreath 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

• The report seeks Council approval for naming a new private right of way at 51 Wood Street, 
Greytown, as “Rakau Lane”, serving a six-lot residential subdivision. 

• The proposed name meets all criteria under Council’s road naming policy, including 
uniqueness within the district, cultural significance, and appropriate suffix for a private road 
serving more than four lots. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That Council: 

1. Receive the Proposed Naming of a New Right of Way, at 51 Wood Street, in Greytown 
Report.  

2. Consider and approve the Proposed Naming of “Rakau Lane” for the proposed right of way 
at 51 Wood Street, Greytown.  

 

 

BACKGROUND 

Neil & Jill Galbreath seek to name a New Right of Way which is part of a 6-lot residential subdivision 
(RC 230073) at 51 Wood Street, in Greytown (see appended plan in the request at Appendix 1).  

Council has authority to accept or reject suggested names of roads/rights of way in the South 
Wairarapa pursuant to Section 319(1)(j) of the Local Government Act 1974. 

There is no current pre-approved list of road names for the Greytown area. The proposed name is 
“Rakau Lane” which is the applicants preferred option for this new right of way. Considering the 
right of way branching off Wood Street, the applicant has proposed this unique Māori name. The 
preferred suffix for this road name is ‘Lane’ which is consistent with the policy requirements of 
accurately reflecting the type of roadway. South Wairarapa District Council has delegation to 
approve road names.  This report is required to give South Wairarapa District Council an opportunity 
to review and approve the proposed road name.  
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Subdivision location: 
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DISCUSSION 

Legal situation 

Under Council’s guidelines (Clause 4.2) for road naming, owners are requested to suggest at least 
three possible road names. 

The names are to be listed in order of preference with a brief statement of their significance. 

However, the applicant has requested that the following name be considered for approval; 

1. Rakau Lane 

Assessment of Councils Policy  

Council’s criteria for Naming of Public Roads, Private Roads and Rights-of-Way (the Policy), 
includes the following; 

4.3.1 There must not be another road with the same name in the South Wairarapa District 
emergency services area; this includes the same road names with a different suffix.  However, 
existing roads with the same names as of the date of adoption of this Policy are allowed. 

There are no existing roads or right of ways which include the proposed name “Rakau Lane”. It is 
recommended to consider this Māori name as it is unique.  

4.3.2 Identical names with different spellings will not be accepted (e.g. Beach, Beech). 

No issue identified. 

4.3.3 The name should have significant local content or meaning. 

The application has set out why the preferred name has been selected. The following information 
has been copied from the road name application.  

Rakau Lane 

The right of way will serve subdivided lots at 51 Wood Street and 53 Wood Street. The naming of 
the right of way off Wood Street prompted the Māori name “Rakau” which in Te Reo Māori refers 
to wood, tree or stick. Considering the length of the right of way, the suffix “Lane” has been added 
reflecting the narrow road. Overall, as a branch off Wood Street, it is appropriate that the right of 
way take the name “Rakau”. 

4.3.4 Names are to be selected in proportion to the length of the road.  Long names on short cul-
de-sac’s can be difficult to display on the map 

The proposed name “Rakau Lane” is short in length and should be able to be displayed sufficiently 
on the maps.  

4.3.5 The end name for the roadway should be one that most accurately reflects the type of 
roadway that it is. 

The proposed name is considered consistent with the policy, private road/right of ways having a 
suffix of Lane or Way.  
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4.3.6 All private roads and rights-of-ways serving more than four lots are to have the suffix “Lane” 
or “Way”. 

The proposed name is considered consistent with the policy serving more than four lots. 

4.3.7 Where the road is continuation of an existing named road, nor will in the future link to an 
existing named road, then the current road name will automatically apply. 

Not applicable. 

Procedure for Naming Roads of the Naming of Public Roads, Private Roads and Rights-of-Way 
Policy Review 

Section 4.2 will be reviewed and aligned with South Wairarapa District Council’s delegation to 
name roads when it is next reviewed.   

CONCLUSION 

The proposed name is consistent with the guideline criteria in the road naming policy. Considering 
the right of way as a branch off Wood Street, the applicant has proposed a Māori name “Rakau” 
(wood, tree or stick) and submitted the name “Rakau Lane” for this right of way in proportion to 
the length of the right of way. South Wairarapa has delegation to approve road names. 

COMPLIANCE SCHEDULE 

Full consideration has been given to the provisions of the Local Government Act 2002 S77 in relation 
to decision making, in particular: 

1. A Local authority must, in the course of the decision-making process, 

a) Seek to identify all reasonably practicable options for the achievement of the objective of a 
decision; and 

b) Assess the options in terms of their advantages and disadvantages; and 

c) If any of the options identified under paragraph (a) involves a significant decision in relation 
to land or a body of water, take into account the relationship of Māori and their culture and 
traditions with their ancestral land, water sites, waahi tapu, valued flora and fauna and other 
taonga. 

2. This section is subject to Section 79 - Compliance with procedures in relation to decisions. 

Compliance requirement Staff assessment 

State the level of significance (high or low) 
of the issue or proposal as determined by 
the Council’s Significance and 
Engagement Policy 

This is a matter of low significance. 
 

State the relevant Council policies 
(external or internal), legislation, and/or 
community outcomes (as stated in the 
Long Term Plan) that relate to this 
decision. 

This report complies with SWDC’s Naming of Public Roads, 
Private Roads and Rights-of-Way Policy 
 

State the possible implications for Māori 
and how Māori have been provided with 

There are no implications for Māori. 
 

https://swdc.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/A800-Significance-and-Engagement-Policy-June-2021-final.pdf
https://swdc.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/A800-Significance-and-Engagement-Policy-June-2021-final.pdf
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an opportunity to contribute to decision 
making if this decision is significant and 
relates to land and/or any body of water. 

Chief Financial Officer review The Chief Financial Officer has not reviewed this report. 
 

State the possible implications for health 
and safety 

Nil 

 

APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 Draft Title Plan   

Appendix 2 230073 Road naming Application - note: contact details redacted under LGOIMA 
s7(2)(a)   

Appendix 3 LT 621331 Title plan - 3 December 2025   

Appendix 4 Road Naming Policy 2018   
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