
4 June 2026 

Kia ora 

Official information Request: Dog Pound, Featherston 

I am writing to you in response to your request received 11 May 2026 for information 

relating to the dog pound facility opened at Soldiers Settlement Road North, Featherston on 

29 May 2023. 

We have assessed your request under the Local Government Official Information and 

Meetings Act 1987 (LGOIMA) and can provide the link to the proactive release of 

information on our website: Dog-Pound-LGOIMA-proactive-release-

31 July 2024 combined web.pdf  This covers the following information for questions 1-4: 

1. Full Cost Breakdown

A complete itemised breakdown of all costs associated with the design, procurement,

construction, and commissioning of the new dog pound, including but not limited to:

• Site acquisition or lease costs

• Earthworks, foundations, and ground preparation

• Container supply and modification costs

• Solar power system, water storage tank, and septic system installation

• Fencing and security infrastructure

• Internal fit-out, temperature control, and animal welfare fixtures

• External exercise runs and exercise yards

• Professional fees (architectural, engineering, project management, consenting)

• Any contingency amounts drawn down

• Any variations or cost overruns from original budget

2. Original Approved Budget

The original budget approved by Council for this project, the date it was approved, and

the relevant Council resolution(s) or minutes authorising the expenditure.

3. Procurement Records

• How the project was tendered or procured (open tender, direct appointment, or

otherwise)

• The names of all contractors and suppliers engaged, and the value of each contract

• Any tender evaluation reports or contractor selection rationale



4. Business Case or Options Analysis

Any business case, options analysis, or report presented to Council or officers prior to

approving the project, including any costings for alternative sites (including the Carterton

site referenced in Council's public statement).

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The following questions are not covered by the proactive release and answers are provided 

below: 

5. Animal Welfare Compliance History

Any reports, notices, or correspondence from the Ministry of Primary Industries or SPCA

relating to non-compliance of the former Johnston Street facility, which the Council has

cited as a reason for replacement.

Please see attached: 

1. relevant legislation; and

2. emails /photos (which include some redactions which relate to LGOIMA section

7(2)(a) - the information withheld is necessary to protect the privacy of natural

persons):
• Email MPI 13 April 2022 - Names, title, emails, phone numbers

• Email SWDC Featherston Pound 17 May 2021 - Names, title, emails, phone

numbers - (PDF's named Dog Pound-Relevant legislation (document) and Pound-

SWDC-Featherston 2021 (photograph) which are separate are the attachments

shown at the top of the email.)

• MPI email 14 May 2021 - Names, title, emails, phone numbers

6. Capacity Justification

Any analysis or report justifying a capacity of four dogs at a cost of $450,000, including

projected annual usage, impoundment statistics for the past three years, and any

comparison with similar facilities in other districts.

Please refer to the publicly available information on our website under Dog Registrations 

and other information; the links are included below: 

Dog Control Policy and Practices Report for 2024-2025 

Dog Control Policy and Practices Report for 2023-2024 

Dog Control Policy and Practices Report for 2022-2023 

7. Communications
Any internal emails, memos, or reports between Council officers or elected members

discussing the cost, value for money, or public perception of this project from 1 January
2022 to the date of this request.

Internal emails, memos or reports between Council officers are included in the proactive 
release (refer to the link on page 1 of this letter). 



With regard to elected members’ communications, council officers completed an initial   
search conducted as per the parameters in this request – unfortunately, this has returned a 
significant volume of emails with those matches. This would take approximately 2-3 days to 
process.  

Before making a decision on this part of your request, we would like to offer you the 

opportunity to refine or clarify it so we can provide you with the information you are most 

interested in. For example, you might consider: 

• Narrowing the timeframe (e.g., specific months or years)

• Focusing on a particular project, location, or subject area

• Limiting the scope to certain types of documents or communications

If you could provide a revised request by 4pm on Monday 8 June, we will proceed on that 

basis (note officers will require an extension to complete this work). If we do not hear from 

you, we will need to make a decision on the request as it currently stands, which may result 

in refusal under section 17 (f) of the LGOIMA (that the information requested cannot be 
made available without substantial collation or research).

Please feel free to contact lgoima@swdc.govt.nz directly if you would like to discuss possible 

refinements with a council officer — we are happy to help ensure your request is as 

targeted and effective as possible. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---- 

Please note that it is our policy to proactively release our responses to official information 

requests where possible. If this request is selected it will be published at 

https://swdc.govt.nz/lgoima-proactive-release/, with your personal information removed. 

You have a right to request a review by the Ombudsman on this response. Further 
information about this process can be found on 
https://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/what-ombudsman-can-help/complaints-about-
government-agencies/how-make-complaint or email info@ombudsman.parliament.nz  

Nāku noa, nā 

Clare Barton 
Group Manager, Planning & Regulatory | Kaiwhakahaere Ohu, Te Whaimahere me Te 
Waeture 






















