
 
19 July 2024 

 

 
 
 
Dear   
 
Official information Request: Featherston Walkways & Reserves Trust 

 
I am writing to you in response to your request received 4 July 2024 for the following 
information: 
 
The formation, composition, constitution, actions and dissolution of the Featherston 
Walkways & Reserves Trust (c2007-c2013), including MOUs, action plans, reports and 
resolutions, particularly in regard to Barr-Brown Reserve. 

We have assessed your request under the Local Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987 (LGOIMA). I have the following information to provide a response -please 
refer to the following attachments: 

1. Featherston Walkway Trust MOU information  

Contains copies of a number of documents, including the MOU (2012) and an action 
plan for the Barr-Brown Reserve (2008). 

The information withheld on pages 1, 34 and 38 relates to personal contact details 
under section 7(2)(a) of the LGOIMA: to protect the privacy of natural persons, including 
that of deceased natural persons. 

2. Featherston Community Board meeting, 5 June 2012  

Featherston Community Board - Officer's Report from 5 June 2012. The purpose of 
report was "To obtain approval for the Featherston Walkways & Reserves Trust Action 
Plans 2009 and Memorandum of Understanding 2012." It includes action plans for 
Dorset Square Reserve, Otauira Reserve and Featherston Domain. 

3. Request - Featherston Walkways and Reserves Trust, 23 March 2016 

A request for additional funding for maintenance of Featherston parks and reserves for 
Annual Plan 2016/17. 

Please note that it is our policy to proactively release our responses to official information 
requests where possible. If this request is selected it will be published at 
https://swdc.govt.nz/lgoima-proactive-release/, with your personal information removed.  



 

 
You have a right to request a review by the Ombudsman on this response. Further 
information about this process can be found on 
https://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/what-ombudsman-can-help/complaints-about-
government-agencies/how-make-complaint or email info@ombudsman.parliament.nz  
 
Kind Regards  

 

Rob Thomas 
Manager, Stakeholder Relationships  
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INFRASTRUCTURE AND PLANNING WORKING 

PARTY 

23 MARCH 2016 

AGENDA ITEM NO 5.7 

REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR 

MAINTENANCE OF FEATHERSTON PARKS AND 

RESERVES FOR ANNUAL PLAN 2016/17 

Purpose of Report 

To inform the Infrastructure and Planning Working Party (I&PWP) members 
of the reasons behind the request for additional funding for maintenance of 

some of Featherston’s parks and reserves.  

Recommendations 

Officers recommend that the I&PWP: 

1. receives the information

2. recommends to Council the addition of $22,162 to the parks and
reserves operating budget in the 2016/17 Annual Plan for the routine
maintenance of parks, reserves and gardens not currently included in

the City Care contract.

1. Executive summary

Additional operating funded is requested in the 2016/17 Annual Plan budget 

for the parks and reserves contract.  This is for the four Featherston 
reserves which were excluded from the contract when it was established in 

2012, and for additional street gardens acquired since the vesting of a 
Greytown subdivision. 

2. Dorset Square, Otauira Reserve, Barr-Brown
Reserve and Featherston Domain

2.1 Background

On 16 March 2010 the Featherston Community Board resolved to receive 

the Featherston Walkways and Reserves Trust’s Draft Action Plans for 

Dorset Square Reserve, Otauira Reserve and Featherston Domain. 

In March 2012 the associated Memorandum of Understanding between the 
Council, Featherston Community Board and the Featherston Walkways and 

Attachment 3
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Reserves Trust was signed by the three parties. 

On 5 June 2012 the Featherston Community Board resolved to 
(retrospectively) adopt the Draft Action Plans and the Memorandum of 

Understanding. 

On 27 June 2012, Council adopted both the Action Plans and the 

Memorandum of Understanding. 

In October 2012, the new parks and reserves contract between the Council 

and City Care Ltd came into force.  Maintenance of the Domain and its 
walkways was excluded from this contract, with City Care’s only 
responsibility to be the gardens at the Revans St and Bell St entrances.  

Likewise, Otauira Reserve, Barr-Brown Reserve and Dorset Square were 
largely excluded from the City Care contract as covered by the Walkways 

Trust.  Funding for materials was provided to the Walkways Trust with the 
intention that the four reserves would be maintained by them with a 
combination of volunteer work and supervised work by Corrections PD 

workers. 

Late in 2013 it became apparent that no work was being done in the 

Domain, and City Care had to respond to a number of requests from the 
public to clear walking tracks, unblock culverts etc.  City Care has since 

been managing the maintenance of the Domain and the three other 
reserves with a combination of dayworks, and savings made on staff hours 
elsewhere. 

The Walkways Trust appears to be defunct – many of the original office-
holders are no longer in Featherston, no requests for funding/materials 

have been received from the Trust since early 2013, and officers no longer 
have a contact for the Trust.  However the Trust’s Facebook page was 
picked up by Featherston resident Elsa Kelly around August 2015, and she 

has been attempting to raise the profile of the reserves and walkways 
through this page.  The MoU was due for 3-yearly review at March 2015 but 

the agreement is silent on how this is initiated. 

At the 2 February 2016 meeting of the Featherston Community Board, a 

paper outlined the situation with the apparent failure of the Walkways Trust 
and sought the assistance of the Community Board in getting it up and 
running again.  The Mayor advised the Board to identify the gaps between 

the scope of the new group’s proposed activities and what was required to 
keep the reserves serviced to standard, and to submit the difference to 

Council via a submission in the Annual Plan process. A meeting with 
interested parties, the Community Board and the Council’s Amenities 
Manager is planned to be held in March. 

City Care has been asked to continue limited maintenance of the Domain, 
and the other parks covered by the MoU, within the contract as far as 

possible and with limited dayworks.   
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2.2 Future action 

Routine maintenance of parks and reserves is core council work, and should 
be carried out by staff or contractors rather than being left to the variability 

of volunteer groups and Corrections workers.  The focus for volunteer 
groups should ideally be on improvements and fund-raising. 

Accordingly, it is recommended that the routine maintenance of these four 
reserves is added to the current City Care contract by way of a variation.  
City Care has priced this variation at $18,662 per annum.  This has been 

requested to be added to the parks and reserves budget for the annual plan 
2016/17.   

No additional funding for work in the action plans beyond routine 
maintenance has been requested.  The Barr-Brown Reserve Action Plan 
dates from 2008, and the action plans for the other three reserves were 

prepared in 2010.  If the Walkways and Reserves Trust is resurrected, then 
it would seem reasonable that the main priority for 2016/17 would be the 

revision of these plans1 and the renewal of the MoU with Council and the 
Featherston Community Board. 

3. Additional street gardens

The parks and reserves contract with City Care includes maintenance of a 

number of street gardens and annual beds in Featherston, Greytown and 
Martinborough.  Two new street gardens have been added in a Greytown 
subdivision now vested in Council – Garrity Lane and Prendiville Lane in the 

Maawson Estate.  This happens periodically and the additional gardens are 
added to the contract as variations.   

City Care’s variation price to add the gardens in $3500 per annum. 

4. Appendices

Appendix 1 – Memorandum of Understanding between SWDC, FCB and the 
Featherston Walkways and Reserves Trust 

Contact Officer: Helen McNaught, Amenities Manager 

Reviewed by: Mark Allingham, Group Manager Infrastructure Services

1 The action plans can be found at http://www.sportsground.co.nz/fwrt/51412/ 
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Appendix 1 – Memorandum 
of Understanding between 

SWDC, FCB and the 
Featherston Walkways and 

Reserves Trust 
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