
HOME OUTDOOR
LIGHTING ASSESSMENT
Protecting the night sky starts at your front door 







We’re only beginning to grasp the impact of artificail light on
habitats, wiht new research continually revealing more affected
wildlife, including

Nocturnal animals, such as moths, birds (such as morepork /
ruru), and mammals (such as the native bats / pekapeka).
Seabirds, & little penguins.







Replace or adjust light fittings. 
Now that you’ve identified the light fittings than need updating. It’s
time to replace or adjust them to ensure each outdoor fixture
complies with all five principles. Before you get started, first ask if the
light is necessary. If it is not, consider removing the light altogether.
Here are soe additions tips.

Select adequate shielding
A quality light fitting does not allow light to spill into the sky. Choose a
fully shielded fixture that directs light downward, no higher than 80
degrees from the nadir (direction light pointing too).

Using timers and sensors

Even if a light fitting is located where light at night is needed, we
highly recommend placing it on a timer or motion sensor to ensure it
is only on when needed. This has the added benefit of saving money.

When choosing a light fitting or bulb for an outdoor fixture, select one
with a warm or amber-toned correlated colour temperature (CCT). We
recommend 2700K or lower fo the most night friendly lighting.

If you must use bulbs with a higher CCT (such as 300L) make sure
they’re well shielded, used only when needed (with motion sensors or
timers), and aimed carefully to avoid light spill. 



Once you’ve replaced or adjusted any problematic lighting, complete a final
assessment to ensure each fixture  meets all Five Principles for Responsible
Outdoor Lighting at Night .

We want to see your hard work! We’re always looking for great examples of
lighting to share with others. Send your photo’s to us at:
charlotte@wairarapadarkskynz.com

Confirm Your Assessment & submit your photo

Thank you for your commitment to protecting the night
We are thrilled you took the time to assess the lighting around

your home. Keep the momentum going by spreading  awareness
and exploring ways to bring quality lighting to your community 


