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Long Term Plan 2021 - 2031 Feedback Form

Q13

Other feedback for the LTP

To SWDC LTP
From John Whitby / Star Field
29th April 2021
I strongly disagree with the SWDC preferred option to stop funding rural road seal extensions to minimise rate increases.
This SWDC preferred option could in fact lead to Rural health problems and the loss of a valuable Dark Sky Reserve initiative in the 
Ruakokoputuna area.
Approx 4 years ago I was looking at purchasing a block of land on the Eastern outskirts of Martinborough to develop an astronomy 
observatory complex under the dark rural skies.
This was after an exhaustive search throughout New Zealand over the previous five years for a dark site with a suitable number of 
clear nights. 
I identified a 4Ha block 1.15 Km down the Ruakokoputuna Rd.
This was the first block available of a five block subdivision being carried out by Gavin Morison.(the Horse Whisperer)
However I was reluctant at first as there was a real dust issue from the unsealed road, due to the constant NW winds. I deliberated 
for several months and eventually asked the SWDC if the Ruakokoputuna Rd was going to be sealed in the near future. I had a 
verbal response that it was on the long term plan and would eventually be sealed.
This gave me the confidence to purchase the property and build the complex.
In the following year I put a submission into the Long Term Plan asking for the area outside the Morison subdivision (approx 300m) to 
be sealed, based on the health risk from continually breathing in the dust and dust contaminating expensive observatory equipment. 
The SWDC sent me confirmation that the sealing was now on the priority list.
The following year a new submission was sent in from a group of Ruakokoputuna residents ( which I was not part of) and from that 
the SWDC issued a three stage plan to seal the first 4km of Ruakokoputuna Rd over the following three years. Please see attached 
map: Mustard Stage 1 in 1st year (now completed)
Blue Stage 2 in 2nd year (Including the first 1.15Km of Ruakokoputuna Rd which would also include our 300m frontage)
Red Stage 3 in 3rd year
I was personally unaware of this SWDC decision until the marking out of the road on stage1 actually started.
At this point I approached the SWDC Roading Manager to question the order of sealing. I asked for the first 300m of straight road in 
stage 1, where nobody lived, to be transferred to the road outside the Morison subdivision where five families are suffering from 
continual dust pollution.
I was told verbally that the money was being spent on the highest maintenance parts of the road and several dangerous corners 
approx 300m further on from the Morison subdivision. The first 300m of newly sealed road is a straight section of road and fronts a 
new subdivision currently underway, where no one lives yet and won't be for a long time.
It seems the SWDC has put the cost of maintenance above the health of families. The same families that are now living on the 
subdivision the SWDC had approved just a few years prior!
It is obvious to me that the SWDC have not carried forward the 'Priority List' from the previous year or this would never have been 
allowed to happen.
To add insult to injury the SWDC are now seriously considering stopping all rural sealing programs including stage 2 & 3 of the 
Ruakokoputuna Rd, so now there is a real possibility that our section of road will never be sealed!  
Now I am really questioning the integrity of the SWDC....
Apart from the constant appalling physical state of the road conditions which include deep potholes, rocks and exposed clay, the dust 
issue is affecting my own personal health as I have had lung damage from a Pulmonary Embolism, making  breathing difficult in my 
retirement years. No doubt the other four families with young children that are my immediate neighbour’s will also be experiencing 
health issues in the future from constant dust exposure.
I had in good faith committed to building Star Field on my property, Star Field being a substantial observatory complex currently used 
by the Wellington and Wairarapa Astronomical Societies and amateur astronomers from all over New Zealand. Star Field is a leading 
initiative in the development of the Dark Sky Reserve and has already contributed heavily to the accreditation process.
Currently there are six (6) observatories in various stages of planning and building on the site.
I personally have two observatories fully built and another under construction. These are for society and public use as well as outreach 
programs and deep sky astrophotography.
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Ruakokoputuna Road Seal Extension

July 25, 2019
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Long Term Plan 2021 - 2031 Feedback Form

Q16

Where did you find out about the Long Term Plan
Consultation?

Respondent skipped this question
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agree' in error. This should be interpreted as 
'Strongly disagree'
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Long Term Plan 2021 - 2031 Feedback Form

Q16

Where did you find out about the Long Term Plan
Consultation?

Respondent skipped this question
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Long Term Plan 2021 - 2031 Feedback Form

Q16

Where did you find out about the Long Term Plan
Consultation?

Respondent skipped this question
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Long Term Plan 2021 - 2031 Feedback Form

Q16

Where did you find out about the Long Term Plan
Consultation?

Respondent skipped this question

1145



512

1146



1147



513

1148



1149



514

1150



1151



1152



Long Term Plan 2021 - 2031 Feedback Form

Q16

Where did you find out about the Long Term Plan
Consultation?

Respondent skipped this question
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Long Term Plan 2021 - 2031 Feedback Form

Q16

Where did you find out about the Long Term Plan
Consultation?

SWDC website,

Facebook,

Wairarapa Midweek,

Martinborough Star
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Long Term Plan 2021 - 2031 Feedback Form 

Q8 

Do you agree with the preferred option to stop funding rural 
road seal extensions to minimise rate increases? (This 

would be reviewed in three years). See page 7 for details. 

Q9 

Do you agree with the preferred option to start funding 
footpath kerb and channel extensions in Year 1, at a 
current cost of $400k per year (inflation adjusted?) See 
page 7 for details. 

QlO 

Do you agree with the proposal to stop mowing berms in 
towns to minimise rate increases? See page 8 for details. 

Qll 

Do you agree with the proposal to develop a new 
Greytown play space? See page 9 for details. 

Q12 

Do you agree with the proposal to close down the 
Greytown recycling centre? See page 9 for details. 

Q13 

Other feedback for the LTP 

Agree 

Disagree 

Agree 

Strongly disagree 

Strongly disagree 

I strongly disagree INith the skate board park being built in the proposed area at Cotter and Pierce Streets due to: 

1 The noise factor for adjacent residents 

2 Cars likely parking at all hours ,loud music, swearing 

3 It will be out of the way and only viewed by immediate locals at peak hours NOT throughout the night if it was located on a main 

route. 

This leads to opportunities for drug offences and other criminal activity. I've seen it occurring at other skateparks in the past. 

4 limited visibility for public to overview and relying on the residents to keep a look out and call the Police if there are any issues 

5 All skateboardparks from Masterton to lower Hutt etc are all on the Main roads so in full public view and are generally part of much 

bigger developments for multiple activities -greater parks/sportsground for all ages. 

Those including 

myself who have purchased a section at Tararua junction shouldn't be tasked INith overviewing something we would not use simply 

because no better spot has been identified. 

One IS needed, but should in no way go ahead at the expense of those living adjacent just because the irritation of those pushing for it 

can be shut down without too much investment . It will be a waste of money and attract negative activities since it can't be lit day and 

night nor monitored appropriately. 
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Long Term Plan 2021 - 2031 Feedback Form

Q8

Do you agree with the preferred option to stop funding rural
road seal extensions to minimise rate increases? (This
would be reviewed in three years). See page 7 for details.

Strongly disagree

Q9

Do you agree with the preferred option to start funding
footpath kerb and channel extensions in Year 1, at a
current cost of $400k per year (inflation adjusted?) See
page 7 for details.

Agree

Q10

Do you agree with the proposal to stop mowing berms in
towns to minimise rate increases? See page 8 for details.

Disagree

Q11

Do you agree with the proposal to develop a new
Greytown play space? See page 9 for details.

Strongly agree

Q12

Do you agree with the proposal to close down the
Greytown recycling centre? See page 9 for details.

Disagree

Q13

Other feedback for the LTP

Respondent skipped this question

Q14

Do you want to speak to your submission?

No

Q15

Which is your preferred date?

Respondent skipped this question

Q16

Where did you find out about the Long Term Plan
Consultation?

Email
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Long Term Plan 2021 - 2031 Feedback Form

Q1

Name:

Matthew

Q2

Postal address

Q3

Email

Q4

Phone

Q5

Ratepayer

Rural

Q6

Organisation (only if authorised to submit on behalf of an
organisation, one submission per organisation):

Respondent skipped this question

Q7

Do you agree with the preferred option of the lower, more
affordable investment package for water and wastewater
renewals? See page 6 for details.

Agree

Page 1: Personal Details

540
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Long Term Plan 2021 - 2031 Feedback Form

Q8

Do you agree with the preferred option to stop funding rural
road seal extensions to minimise rate increases? (This
would be reviewed in three years). See page 7 for details.

Disagree

Q9

Do you agree with the preferred option to start funding
footpath kerb and channel extensions in Year 1, at a
current cost of $400k per year (inflation adjusted?) See
page 7 for details.

Agree

Q10

Do you agree with the proposal to stop mowing berms in
towns to minimise rate increases? See page 8 for details.

Strongly agree

Q11

Do you agree with the proposal to develop a new
Greytown play space? See page 9 for details.

Agree

Q12

Do you agree with the proposal to close down the
Greytown recycling centre? See page 9 for details.

Disagree

Q13

Other feedback for the LTP

Greytown Recycling Centre - Whilst I agree that the current location is not ideal due to the town extending around it, Greytown needs 
to retain the facility for general recycling albeit not in the current format.  An area with bins at a different location (without green waste) 
would be sufficient.  I disagree with the comment that rural residents have rubbish as well so use Martinborough.  Myself and a number
of others pay for private rubbish collection and then use Greytown for recycling.  When there is a government focus on recycling and 
waste reduction (including car usage), the removal of the recycling center will cause more items to be dumped and hence an increased 
cost to the council in landfill management.

Q14

Do you want to speak to your submission?

No

Q15

Which is your preferred date?

Respondent skipped this question
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Long Term Plan 2021 - 2031 Feedback Form

Q16

Where did you find out about the Long Term Plan
Consultation?

Wairarapa Midweek
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Long Term Plan 2021 - 2031 Feedback Form

Q1

Name:

Clare Crawford

Q2

Postal address

Q3

Email

Q4

Phone

Q5

Ratepayer

Urban

Q6

Organisation (only if authorised to submit on behalf of an
organisation, one submission per organisation):

Respondent skipped this question

Q7

Do you agree with the preferred option of the lower, more
affordable investment package for water and wastewater
renewals? See page 6 for details.

Neutral

Page 1: Personal Details
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Long Term Plan 2021 - 2031 Feedback Form

Q8

Do you agree with the preferred option to stop funding rural
road seal extensions to minimise rate increases? (This
would be reviewed in three years). See page 7 for details.

Neutral

Q9

Do you agree with the preferred option to start funding
footpath kerb and channel extensions in Year 1, at a
current cost of $400k per year (inflation adjusted?) See
page 7 for details.

Strongly agree

Q10

Do you agree with the proposal to stop mowing berms in
towns to minimise rate increases? See page 8 for details.

Strongly agree

Q11

Do you agree with the proposal to develop a new
Greytown play space? See page 9 for details.

Strongly agree

Q12

Do you agree with the proposal to close down the
Greytown recycling centre? See page 9 for details.

Strongly disagree

Q13

Other feedback for the LTP

Respondent skipped this question

Q14

Do you want to speak to your submission?

No

Q15

Which is your preferred date?

Respondent skipped this question

Q16

Where did you find out about the Long Term Plan
Consultation?

Wairarapa Times Age
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Long Term Plan 2021 - 2031 Feedback Form

Q1

Name:

Kevin Crawford

Q2

Postal address

Q3

Email

Q4

Phone

Q5

Ratepayer

Urban

Q6

Organisation (only if authorised to submit on behalf of an
organisation, one submission per organisation):

Respondent skipped this question

Q7

Do you agree with the preferred option of the lower, more
affordable investment package for water and wastewater
renewals? See page 6 for details.

Neutral

Page 1: Personal Details
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Long Term Plan 2021 - 2031 Feedback Form

Q8

Do you agree with the preferred option to stop funding rural
road seal extensions to minimise rate increases? (This
would be reviewed in three years). See page 7 for details.

Neutral

Q9

Do you agree with the preferred option to start funding
footpath kerb and channel extensions in Year 1, at a
current cost of $400k per year (inflation adjusted?) See
page 7 for details.

Strongly agree

Q10

Do you agree with the proposal to stop mowing berms in
towns to minimise rate increases? See page 8 for details.

Strongly agree

Q11

Do you agree with the proposal to develop a new
Greytown play space? See page 9 for details.

Strongly agree

Q12

Do you agree with the proposal to close down the
Greytown recycling centre? See page 9 for details.

Strongly disagree

Q13

Other feedback for the LTP

Respondent skipped this question

Q14

Do you want to speak to your submission?

No

Q15

Which is your preferred date?

Respondent skipped this question

Q16

Where did you find out about the Long Term Plan
Consultation?

Wairarapa Times Age
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Long Term Plan 2021 - 2031 Feedback Form

Q1

Name:

Jo Crimp

Q2

Postal address

Q3

Email

Q4

Phone

Q5

Ratepayer

Urban

Q6

Organisation (only if authorised to submit on behalf of an
organisation, one submission per organisation):

Respondent skipped this question

Q7

Do you agree with the preferred option of the lower, more
affordable investment package for water and wastewater
renewals? See page 6 for details.

Agree

Page 1: Personal Details
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Long Term Plan 2021 - 2031 Feedback Form

Q8

Do you agree with the preferred option to stop funding rural
road seal extensions to minimise rate increases? (This
would be reviewed in three years). See page 7 for details.

Disagree

Q9

Do you agree with the preferred option to start funding
footpath kerb and channel extensions in Year 1, at a
current cost of $400k per year (inflation adjusted?) See
page 7 for details.

Agree

Q10

Do you agree with the proposal to stop mowing berms in
towns to minimise rate increases? See page 8 for details.

Strongly agree

Q11

Do you agree with the proposal to develop a new
Greytown play space? See page 9 for details.

Strongly agree

Q12

Do you agree with the proposal to close down the
Greytown recycling centre? See page 9 for details.

Disagree

Q13

Other feedback for the LTP

Respondent skipped this question

Q14

Do you want to speak to your submission?

No

Q15

Which is your preferred date?

Respondent skipped this question

Q16

Where did you find out about the Long Term Plan
Consultation?

Facebook
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Long Term Plan 2021 - 2031 Feedback Form

Q1

Name:

Elizabeth Lee

Q2

Postal address

Respondent skipped this question

Q3

Email

Q4

Phone

Respondent skipped this question

Q5

Ratepayer

Urban

Q6

Organisation (only if authorised to submit on behalf of an
organisation, one submission per organisation):

Respondent skipped this question

Q7

Do you agree with the preferred option of the lower, more
affordable investment package for water and wastewater
renewals? See page 6 for details.

Agree

Page 1: Personal Details
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Long Term Plan 2021 - 2031 Feedback Form

Q8

Do you agree with the preferred option to stop funding rural
road seal extensions to minimise rate increases? (This
would be reviewed in three years). See page 7 for details.

Strongly disagree

Q9

Do you agree with the preferred option to start funding
footpath kerb and channel extensions in Year 1, at a
current cost of $400k per year (inflation adjusted?) See
page 7 for details.

Neutral

Q10

Do you agree with the proposal to stop mowing berms in
towns to minimise rate increases? See page 8 for details.

Disagree

Q11

Do you agree with the proposal to develop a new
Greytown play space? See page 9 for details.

Strongly agree

Q12

Do you agree with the proposal to close down the
Greytown recycling centre? See page 9 for details.

Disagree

Q13

Other feedback for the LTP

Respondent skipped this question

Q14

Do you want to speak to your submission?

No

Q15

Which is your preferred date?

Respondent skipped this question

Q16

Where did you find out about the Long Term Plan
Consultation?

Facebook
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Long Term Plan 2021 - 2031 Feedback Form

Q1

Name:

jo woodcock

Q2

Postal address

Q3

Email

Q4

Phone

Q5

Ratepayer

Rural

Q6

Organisation (only if authorised to submit on behalf of an
organisation, one submission per organisation):

Respondent skipped this question

Q7

Do you agree with the preferred option of the lower, more
affordable investment package for water and wastewater
renewals? See page 6 for details.

Strongly agree

Page 1: Personal Details
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Long Term Plan 2021 - 2031 Feedback Form

Q8

Do you agree with the preferred option to stop funding rural
road seal extensions to minimise rate increases? (This
would be reviewed in three years). See page 7 for details.

Strongly agree

Q9

Do you agree with the preferred option to start funding
footpath kerb and channel extensions in Year 1, at a
current cost of $400k per year (inflation adjusted?) See
page 7 for details.

Strongly agree

Q10

Do you agree with the proposal to stop mowing berms in
towns to minimise rate increases? See page 8 for details.

Strongly agree

Q11

Do you agree with the proposal to develop a new
Greytown play space? See page 9 for details.

Strongly agree

Q12

Do you agree with the proposal to close down the
Greytown recycling centre? See page 9 for details.

Strongly agree
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Long Term Plan 2021 - 2031 Feedback Form

Q13

Other feedback for the LTP

Please read my emailed submission regarding plans and ideas for the recycling centre. 

Hi Councillors,

When Dad and I were in Sydney two years ago we watched queues of people lining up in a carpark near a mall and they were using the 
reverse vending machines so getting paid to recycle, wow!!.

Anyway, not sure If you have seen or heard about return and earn in Aussie. An idea to be innovative could be make the recycling 
centre a carpark and put in a reverse vending machine or closed in recycling see picture below and link.

 https://ecostore.com/nz/blog/closing-the-loop-the-recycling-station-trial/

Looks ugly but something similar?

Have the council thought of collecting green waste at the kerb for urban dwellers like rubbish and recycling as I believe other places in 
nz do this? Or is this a cost thing? 

Disclaimer: I am rural dweller so I do not have my rubbish or recycling collected and I am not really keen to drive to Featherston to 
recycle as it will now cost me to recycle. 

Love your thoughts on return and earn, has anyone seen this in Australia?
https://returnandearn.org.au/how-it-works/ 

(See submission for pictures)

Q14

Do you want to speak to your submission?

Yes

Q15

Which is your preferred date?

Either

Q16

Where did you find out about the Long Term Plan
Consultation?

SWDC website
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