
 

Independent Auditor’s Report 

To the readers of South Wairarapa District Council’s summary of the annual 
report 

for the year ended 30 June 2025 

 

The summary of the annual report was derived from the annual report of the South Wairarapa 

District Council (the Council) for the year ended 30 June 2025. 

The summary of the annual report comprises the following information on pages 8 to 15:  

• the summary statement of financial position as at 30 June 2025; 

• the summaries of the statement of comprehensive revenue and expense, statement of 

changes in equity, and statement of cash flows for the year ended 30 June 2025; 

• the notes to the summary financial statements that include accounting policies and other 

explanatory information; and 

• the summary statement of service provision. 

Opinion  

In our opinion: 

• the summary of the annual report represents, fairly and consistently, the information 

regarding the major matters dealt with in the annual report; and 

• the summary statements comply with PBE FRS-43: Summary Financial Statements. 

Summary of the annual report  

The summary of the annual report does not contain all the disclosures required by generally 

accepted accounting practice in New Zealand. Reading the summary of the annual report and the 

auditor’s report thereon, therefore, is not a substitute for reading the full annual report and the 

auditor’s report thereon.  

The full annual report and our audit report thereon  

We expressed an unmodified audit opinion on the information we audited in the full annual report 

for the year ended 30 June 2025 in our auditor’s report dated 8 October 2025.  



Our auditor’s report on the full annual report also includes an emphasis of matter paragraph drawing 

attention to pages 96 and 97 of the financial statements in the full annual report, which outlines that 

in response to the Government’s Local Water Done Well reforms, the Council has decided to 

establish a multi-owned water organisation with Carterton, Masterton, and Tararua District Councils 

to deliver water, wastewater and stormwater services from 1 July 2027. The financial impact of this 

decision is unknown because details of the exact arrangements are still being considered. In addition, 

there is some uncertainty as the proposal is yet to be accepted by the Secretary for Local 

Government.  

Information about this matter is also disclosed on pages 14 and 15 of the summary of the annual 

report. 

Council’s responsibility for the summary of the annual report  

The Council is responsible for preparing the summary of the annual report which includes preparing 

summary statements, in accordance with PBE FRS-43: Summary Financial Statements. 

Auditor’s responsibility  

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on whether the summary of the annual report represents, 

fairly and consistently, the information regarding the major matters dealt with in the full annual 

report and whether the summary statements comply with PBE FRS 43: Summary Financial 

Statements. 

Our opinion on the summary of the annual report is based on our procedures, which were carried 

out in accordance with the Auditor-General’s Auditing Standards, which incorporate the Professional 

and Ethical Standards and the International Standards on Auditing (New Zealand) issued by the 

New Zealand Auditing and Assurance Standards Board.  

In addition to reporting on the summary and full annual report, we have audited the Council’s 2025-

2034 Long-term plan. We also performed a limited assurance engagement related to the Council 

debenture trust deed. These engagements are compatible with those independence requirements. 

Other than these engagements, we have no relationship with, or interests in, the Council. 

 

 

Sefton Vuli 

Audit New Zealand 

On behalf of the Auditor-General 

Wellington, New Zealand 

8 October 2025 


